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Growth is part of life. As followers of

Jesus, growth ought to be happening.

And if it’s not happening, then the question
is, “What is keeping you from growing?”
John Ortberg

YOU HAVE WHAT
JRLLL

GROW

FIND OUT WHAT
GETS IN THE WAY.

Churches are using Monvee as a new paradigm for spiritual
growth. They are embracing the vision, “You have what it takes
to grow, find out what gets in the way.”

With Monvee’s ground-breaking online spiritual assessment,
people discover many things including their personality, learning
style, pathway to God, and the likely spiritual inhibitor that gets in
the way of becoming God’s best version of themselves. Based on
the assessment, individuals craft a unique spiritual development
plan that offers ongoing, targeted suggestions for spiritual growth
through their local church.

maonvee

www.monvee.com
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reveal the depths of the human spirit.
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The darkness is real. It’s stark and purging,
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George Foster, lowa

“I was especially touched by the moving account
of a fighter pilot’s traumatic experiences in
prisoner of war camps during World War I11”.
R.R. Blake, Michigan
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National Parks class examine firsthand
evidence of Creation and the Flood.
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Celebrate the
400" Anniversary of the KJV
with Cambridge Bibles

KJV New Cambridge

. Cambridge University Press and Baker Publishing Group join with
Paragraph Bible

Christians throughout the English-speaking world in acclaiming the
King James Bible as it celebrates its 400t anniversary. It has stood
for four centuries with undiminished vigor and vitality, and one of the
strengths that we celebrate is its undiminished capacity to inspire and
excite new generations of Christians.

Its history and that of Cambridge are intimately interwoven. Cambridge
first printed the KJV in 1629, and has been publishing it ever since. As
it enters its fifth century, the Cambridge commitment continues—first
with new styles in familiar and favorite editions, as well as some com-
pletely new settings to be published later in 2011.

To begin 2011, the traditional and well-loved KJV Cameo
Reference Edition is reintroduced in a range of new
binding styles, and the ground-breaking New Cambridge

Paragraph Bible is published in a smaller, personal size
edition both with and without the Apocrypha.

KJV Cameo
Reference Edition

www.cambridgebibles.com/KJV400

™ To order call 1-800-877-2665

BAKER PUBLISITING GROUP To order in Canada call David C. Cook 1-800-263-2664
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Behind the Scenes

Allan C. Emery exemplified a life of quiet service.

EsUS sAID itis hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven,
but Allan C. Emery did just that. As the scion of an old Boston wool
merchant’s family, he had a sizable fortune. His mansion, a replica of
George Washington’s Mount Vernon, had a clear view of Boston Harbor.

Emery, who died just as our most recent issue went to press, wasn’t possessed
by his possessions. A Christianity Today Incorporated board member for 20
years, Emery generously ladled out his wisdom and his capital, says Christianity
Today deputy managing editor Tim Morgan.

Paul Toms, Emery’s former pastor at Park Street Church in Boston, told me
that Emery would say, “I’'m well aware that when I leave for church on Sunday,
this house could burn down before I come back. I'm trying to learn from God how
to hold things in an open hand.” From the teens who attended the Bible class he
held in his home for 33 years to the major ministries he counseled, Emery was
generous with his wisdom, his money, and his time.

Harold Myra, ctr’s former cko, recalled Emery’s book, A Turtle on a Fencepost.
He took his title from a folk proverb: When you see a turtle on a fencepost,
you know he didn’t get there by himself. “This typified Allan’s attitude toward
himself,” said Myra. “He had tremendous respect and love for his father, and was
determined to be worthy of carrying on that heritage.”

Interestingly, Emery’s father chaired Billy Sunday’s Boston evangelistic
meetings, and Emery himself played a key role in Billy Graham’s Boston crusades.

Emery had been a fellow student of Graham’s at Wheaton College, and they
renewed their acquaintance when Graham came to Boston in 1950. From the
mid-1970s to the late ’80s, he served as president and coo of the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association (BGea).

Emery served on the boards of many Christian organizations in addition to
cr1 and BGEA, including Gordon College, Wheaton College, and Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary. Joel Aarsvold, longtime cro of the Graham association,
spoke effusively about Emery’s trustworthiness. Emery shared Graham’s
legendary commitment to integrity and was Exhibit A of Graham’s habit of
surrounding himself with people of strong values.

In the 1990s, Emery’s deafness hampered his ability to serve, but his passion
remained with the expansion of God’s kingdom.

Note to subscribers: A digital replica edition of Christianity Today is available
as a bonus for print subscribers. Receive the digital edition free by registering
your e-mail address at ChristianityToday.com/ct/CustomerCare.

Next month: Todd Daly challenges our impulse to extend our life span; Rob
Moll talks to Jeff Van Duzer about God’s business model; and Stan Jones outlines

how churches should teach congregants about sex. ]
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REPORTING & DISPATCHES
FROM THE CHURCH
WORLDWIDE

Evangelical vs. Mainline Politics

There was a time when evangelical pastors dismissed mainline churches as too political and A Narrowing Gap?
beholden to “the social gospel.” But a new study from Calvin College’s Paul B. Henry Institute shows . -4 P:
that for the past decade, evangelical pastors have been more likely to take public Characteristics of Protestant Clergy

stances on political issues and candidates than have their mainline cohorts. Agree That Jesus Was Born of a Virgin
Overall, some differences between evangelical and mainline clergy are 100
e
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GLEANINGS

Important developments in the church and the world.

O Court: Silence golden in
Illinois schools

A dormant 2007 Illinois law mandating
“a brief period of silence” at the
beginning of every school day was
upheld by the U.S. Seventh Circuit Court
of Appeals. The court said the law was
not religious in nature but aimed instead
“to calm school children before the start
of their day.” Permitting students to
pray during that moment, it said, did not
violate the First Amendment.

@ Doctors allowed to opt
out of abortions
EUROPE The Parliamentary Assem-
bly of the Council of Europe (PACE)
resolved in October that European
doctors have a right to consci-
entious objection when it comes to
abortion. PACE adopted the resolution
instead of an earlier draft from its Social,
Health, and Family Affairs Commit-
tee that objected to “unregulated use”
of the right to conscientious objection.
The finished resolution prohibits anyone
from “being coerced, held liable, or dis-
criminated” into involvement with an
abortion “for any reason.”

Christians acquitted for
breaking Muslim fast
ALGERIA A judge in the North Afri-
can nation’s Kabylie region tossed
out a case against two recent Muslim
converts to Christianity who had
been charged with eating during daylight
hours in the holy month of Ramadan. The
defense argued that the converts had
been eating in a discreet place and fell
under the protection of international reli-
gious freedom law. The judge found that
Muslims must fast under Algerian law but
that non-Muslims are exempt.
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OEvangelicals influence
presidential election
BRAZIL Evangelical voters took
center stage in this year’s presi-
dential election after concerns
over abortion forced Brazil’s two
leading candidates into a runoff. In the
general election, many evangelicals pro-
pelled dark-horse Green Party candidate
Marina Silva (@above) to 19 percent of the
vote, leaving the ruling Worker’s Party
candidate, Roman Catholic Dilma Rous-
seff, less than 3 percent short of a win.
Both Rousseff and her main challenger,
Social Democrat José Serra, courted
evangelicals for the runoff, with Rousseff
backpedaling on some past statements
about abortion. Rousseff clinched the
presidency with 56 percent of the vote.

O Exodus departs from
Day of Truth

Exodus International has pulled out of
the upcoming Day of Truth in the wake
of several recent suicides by young
victims of anti-gay bullying. The annual
Day of Truth was designed to compete
with April’s Day of Silence, founded

to draw attention to anti-gay bullying.
Exodus, which works for “freedom from
homosexuality through the power of
Jesus Christ,” says it no longer thinks
the event is necessary. The ministry
plans instead to focus on promoting
compassion within the church.

OlInvestor sues Bible.com
owners

An investor in the website Bible.com is
suing its board members, claiming that
they have failed to capitalize sufficiently
on the coveted domain name. The $50
that owner Roy Miller paid for the URL in
1996 was a steal compared with the high

December 2010

President Obama’s
job approval among
Protestant pastors:

9% Undecided

61%
Disapprove

47%

4%
Strongl

LifeWay Research

Strongly

figures they have been offered since, but
Miller won't sell, convinced he is running
the site for a purpose. Shareholder James
Solakian believes the owners have not
sufficiently used the domain name’s
profit potential. Some estimates place the
URL's value at over $100 million.

@ Crystal Cathedral files
for bankruptcy

Televangelist Robert H. Schuller’s 7,000-
member Crystal Cathedral filed for
bankruptcy in October. The megachurch
had already enacted a round of layoffs
and steep budget cuts this year in an
attempt to address $7.5 million worth of
debt to unsecured creditors. A few days
later, Schuller made a pulpit appeal for
tithing and double-tithing to keep his
ministry going. Current senior pastor
Sheila Schuller Coleman promised

that the church could climb back into
the black by handling its money in a
“biblical” fashion.

) Pc (UsA) apologizes for
missions abuse

Leaders of the Presbyterian Church (usA)
apologized to 30 victims of sexual or
physical abuse in the denomination’s
overseas mission programs, as revealed
in a 546-page report released in October.
The denomination has been investigating
the matter since 2004. Much of the
abuse happened at schools for children
of missionaries. “I ask you to pray for
truth, justice, and healing, both for those
who were abused and for those who
abused,” said pc (usA) world mission
director Hunter Farrell.

ONo room for Christians
in Malaysian graveyards
MALAYSIA Restrictions on

where non-Muslims can bury
their dead have led to overflow-
ing Christian cemeteries in
areas surrounding the capital
of Kuala Lumpur. Many churches prohibit

« LECH MUSZYNSKI / PAP / NEWSCOM
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burials outside of the deceased person’s
community of residence, so more Malay-
sian Christians are turning to cremation.
The practice is traditionally regarded as
non-Christian, more closely associated
with faiths like Buddhism. But Chris-
tians unable to afford private cemeteries
soon may have no other choice. Some
Christians are leaving Kuala Lumpur to
bury loved ones in sparser cemeteries in
other Malaysian states.

D Controversial North
Korean university opens
NORTH KOREA Classes

started this October at Pyong-
yang University of Science and
Technology, the first private
university in the social-
ist state. Funded by a network of
South Korean businessmen, many
of whom are evangelicals, the university
flew in scholars from the United States
and Europe. South Koreans hope the
school represents a step toward reunifi-
cation of the divided peninsula; others
are skeptical, noting the school boasts a
research center for North Korean leader
Kim Jong II's quasi-religious “Juche” per-
sonality cult.

DPolish Jesus statue will
top Rio’s
POLAND The humble town of
Swiebodzin, Poland, has built the
tallest statue of Christ in the
world. At 118 feet, Swiebodzin’s
Jesus tops Rio de Janeiro’s 98-foot
“Cristo Redentor” and Bolivia's 112-foot
“Cristo de la Concordia.” Supporters of
the project, which was spearheaded by
Sylwester Zawadzki, hope it will bring
pilgrims and prominence to the strug-
gling town. Critics say the foundations
aren’t secure, and a recent construc-
tion accident led many to wonder if God
really wanted it built. The statue, with a
10-foot crown on Jesus’ head, was com-
pleted in November.

@Much ado about Dead
Sea Scrolls

As Google launches a project to bring the
Dead Sea Scrolls fully online and search-
able, two Christian schools are working to
gather fragments from the hands of
private collectors. Azusa Pacific University
and Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary have collected 11 fragments:
Southwestern has 6 and Azusa Pacific has
5. But Southwestern insists it is not a race;
the important thing, a spokesman said, is
making sure the scrolls are available to
the academy and the public.

@Gunmen take congrega-
tion hostage
IRAQ More than 50 people
were killed and dozens more
injured when gunmen attacked
a Roman Catholic church
in Baghdad on All Hallow’s
Eve. The gunmen entered the church
Sunday night just before Mass and took
the congregation hostage, demanding
the release of a number of detainees
and prisoners. Security forces stormed
the church after a four-hour standoff.
A group called the Islamic State of Iraq
claimed responsibility. The attack came
days after a Vatican synod of Middle East
bishops, at which the pope called for
peace and religious freedom to come to
the troubled region.

OBaptist editor resigns
The editor of North Carolina’s Southern
Baptist newspaper resigned in October to
protect the publication’s funding. Norman
Jameson voluntarily left the Biblical Recorder
to prevent a threat by the Carolina Baptist
Association to strip Cooperative Program
funding for the Recorder at the state con-
vention in November. Jameson, who has
been criticized for covering the Woman’s
Missionary Union and Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship, told Associated Baptist Press
that his resignation was “not required,
but necessary.”

Geography

98%
Residents of
Shreveport, Louisi-
ana, who describe
themselves as
Christian. It’s the
U.S. city whose
residents are most
likely to do so.

68%
Residents of San
Francisco who
describe them-
selves as Christian,
making them the
least likely to do so.

19%
Residents of
Portland, Maine,
who describe
themselves as
atheist or agnos-
tic, making it the
least religious city
in America.

Barna Research
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QUOTATION
MARKS

“There’s a competitive
environment for

‘no religion,” and
they’re grabbing for
all the constituents
they can get.”

Mark Silk, director of the Greenberg
Center for the Study of Religion in Public
Life, on the ad campaigns from four com-
peting atheist groups over the holidays.

The New York Times

“You may be twisting
yourselves into pretzels
or grasshoppers, but if
there is no meditation
or direction of con-
sciousness, you are

not practicing yoga.”
Albert Mohler, after his online column on
the incompatibility of yoga and Christian-
ity caused a small firestorm. He says he

was receiving e-mail responses at a rate of
about 100 an hour.

AlbertMohler.com

“You couldn’t see the
(] (]

kid’s face entering the
front doors.”

Joel Brodsky, divorce attorney for Joseph
Reyes, who faced charges for taking his
3-year-old daughter to Mass, violating a
court order barring him from exposing her
to non-Jewish religion. Brodsky argued that
the child in a news video was not clearly
Reyes’s daughter.

Chicago Sun-Times

“People who get upset
tend to be thinking of
the God of the New
Testament.”

Sam Childers, self-described Christian
mercenary and “machine gun preacher”
who pastors a Pennsylvania church. Seven
months a year he hunts Lord’s Resistance
Army head Joseph Kony and his followers
around northern Uganda.

St. Louis Post-Dispatch
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t didn’t seem right—just letting
people take as much free food
as they wanted.

Volunteers struggled with
the concept when an eastern Ohio
food pantry began letting clients
choose their own food instead of
giving them a pre-boxed three-day
supply. But it became clear people
weren’t going to empty the shelves.

“They looked at us like, ‘Where do
I begin, and how much should I
take?” recalled Janet Gore, director of
Journey’s End Ministries in Newcom-
erstown. “The poor have a lot of pride.
They take what they need.”

Far from depleting its stocks,
Journey’s End has seen its cost per
person drop as well as a six-fold
increase in users since switching
to client choice in 2008. Factory
closings drove up the numbers,
but so did giving clients dignity,
Gore said. “We made it much more
comfortable for them to shop.”

The church-supported pantry
is one of many that let people shop
for what they want rather than

14  CHRISTIANITY TODAY |
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Let People Shop

Food pantries feed more, waste less with client
choice. By Charles Honey

pre-packaging what’s supposed to
be good for them. It’s a growing
philosophy that enables pantries
to feed more people and waste less
food, advocates say.

“The trend in recent years is
very much to move to that system,
where people are selecting exactly
what they want,” said Ross Fraser,
spokesman for Feeding America,

a national network serving 29,000
pantries, 20 percent of which now
use client choice. “We know people
will use what they take.”

Besides reducing thrown-out
food, the system better reflects
biblical principles, said John Arnold,
executive director of Feeding
America West Michigan and a
leading proponent of client-choice.
“There’s no admonishment in
Scripture about being overly gen-
erous to people who need it.”

The debate about how best to
feed the hungry has taken on greater
urgency amid a recession-wracked
holiday season. Feeding America’s
200 food banks (suppliers to food

December 2010
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Free Food:
Struggling to meet
the increased need

for food amid a
recession-wracked
holiday season,
more food pantries
are discovering that
client choice feeds
more people without
emptying shelves.

48%
Members of the
National Association
of Evangelicals’
100+ board of
directors who have
personally met with
at least one of their
U.S. senators or
representatives.

National Association
of Evangelicals

pantries) serve 37 million people,

including 14 million children—an
increase of 46 percent since 2006.

Food banks can’t keep up with
the need despite bringing in more
food than ever, Fraser said. But client
choice “optimizes the food that you
have” by providing people with
what they can and will use. “There’s
no point giving uncooked pasta
to someone who’s homeless and
doesn’t have the means to cook it.”

Arnold contends that hunger
could be conquered if surplus foods
were more efficiently delivered. He
said research shows that, in addition
to client choice, best practices
include purchasing from food banks,
relying less on food drives, and
setting up mobile pantries.

Those methods would vastly
reduce the 6 billion pounds of
produce wasted each year and respect
people’s food choices, he adds, rather
than “foist on them things that are
maybe more nutritionally perfect that
they don’t use.”

Though commendable, charity
programs provide only a fraction
of the food provided by federal
programs such as school lunch and
food stamps, cautions Bread for the
World president David Beckmann.

“We can’t food-bank our way to
the end of hunger,” said Beckmann,
co-recipient of the 2010 World Food
Prize. “Christian people need to change
the politics of hunger as well.” e

LIFE ETHICS

Death of
Pro-Life Dems

S \idterm election halves

caucus. By Tobin Grant
and Ruth Moon

he backlash over health-care
T reform cut in half the number

of pro-life Democrats serving
in the House of Representatives
November 2, making abortion even

more of a partisan issue.
In recent years, 40 House
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Democrats reliably voted pro-life;
now they number 20.

Republicans fighting to take back
the House focused on seats held by
moderate, pro-life Democrats. The
Republicans were helped by pro-life
organizations unhappy with these
Democrats’ votes for the health-care
legislation passed last spring. Pro-
life groups argue that the bill allows
federal funding of abortion, even
though President Obama signed an
executive order prohibiting it.

“This election has polarized
abortion even more in Congress,”
said John Green, professor of
political science at the University of
Akron, “because the pro-life voices
are less common in the Democratic
caucus and more common in the
Republican caucus.”

Pro-life groups pulled
endorsements from Democrats
and campaigned for Republican
challengers against incumbents
such as Steven Driehaus (Ohio) and
Kathy Dahlkemper (Pa.). Along
with retiring Democrats such as
Bart Stupak (Mich.), Bart Gordon
(Tenn.), and Charles Melancon
(La.), these representatives’ districts
went Republican.

The pro-life Susan B. Anthony List
(sBar) sponsored a multimillion-
dollar “Votes Have Consequences”
bus tour that targeted Democrats who
voted for the health-care reform. The
National Right to Life Committee and
CitizenLink also poured advertising
dollars into the races.

The incumbents may have lost
anyway. In fact, Democrats with
solidly pro-life voting records who
also opposed the health care bill
did worse than those in the Stupak
coalition.

“[Republicans] don’t want a strong
pro-life voice in the Democratic
Party; it takes it away as a campaign
issue,” said Kristen Day, executive
director of Democrats for Life of
America. “The pro-choice groups and
the pro-life Republicans are on the
same page: ‘We don’t want these pro-
life Democrats in the party.””

An saL-funded billboard against
Driehaus claiming that he “voted for
taxpayer-funded abortion” created
such a commotion that the Ohio
Elections Commission stepped in
and ruled it illegal.

Although pro-life Republicans
replaced the targeted Democrats, the
strategy could significantly change
the nature of abortion politics in
Congress. “Abortion is likely to come
up more often in a Congress where
the parties are more polarized on
abortion,” Green said.

But that political point-scoring
might come at the expense of
progress, said Stephen Schneck,
director of the Institute for Policy
Research and Catholic Studies at the
Catholic University of America.

“If you want to .. . make progress
on the whole of the pro-life
agenda, you’re going to need some
Democrats to come along. Going
after pro-life Democrats is not going
to help the pro-life cause.”

But sBaL president Marjorie
Dannenfelser predicts her group’s
actions strengthened the pro-life
vote in Congress. “We have a strong
team that understands the conse-
quences of undermining the pro-life
position,” she said. “Real movements
don’t just say, “Throw me a few
crumbs, and we’ll be just fine”” &

School Choice

2.0

Supreme Court weighs
Arizona tax credits. By
Sarah Eekhoff Zylstra

ight years after declaring

school vouchers to be

constitutional, the U.S.
Supreme Court is assessing version 2.0
of school choice efforts: tax credits.

The Court heard oral arguments

November 3 over the constitutionality
of Arizona’s dollar-for-dollar tax
credits for those who give money to

scholarship organizations, most of

Resigned
Mark Earley
As president and
CEo of Prison
Fellowship, for
personal reasons.
Chief operating
officer Curtis Kemp
announced his
resignation the
same day.

Died
Mildred Jefferson
Trailblazing sur-
geon who became
a leading pro-life
speaker, on Octo-
ber 15 at her home
in Cambridge,
Massachusetts.
She was 84.

Inaugurated
Carol A. Taylor
As president
of Vanguard
University. Taylor
was previously
the Costa Mesa,
California, school’s
provost.
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which benefit religious schools. Some
Arizona taxpayers argue that this
setup violates the First Amendment.

“People have moved to tax credits
versus vouchers because it’s easier
as a political matter to convince
legislatures,” said Eric Rassbach,
national litigation director at the
Becket Fund for Religious Liberty.
“It has definitely been a trend in
school choice movements.”

Supporters believe the Court
will uphold the credits because the
government doesn’t decide where
the money goes. Opponents argue
the credits disproportionately help
religious schools.

If the Court allows the credits,
it will solidify similar incentives
in 13 other states, said Rassbach.

If it strikes them down, the ruling

will have a “devastating” effect on
charitable deductions, tax exemptions
for religious organizations, and

any other tax treatment that
“disproportionately” benefits religious
organizations, he said.

It would also be devastating for
the 28,000 students who split $55
million in scholarships last year, said
Robert Enlow, president and ceo
of the Foundation for Educational
Choice, a leading vouchers advocate.

The tax credits have had “far
[greater] impact for religious schools
than you’d think,” Enlow said.
“Eighty percent of private schooling
in America is currently religious, so
the primary beneficiaries of children
armed with choice will be religious
private schools.”

But the growth has been less
effective than Jeff Blamer, director
of membership for Christian
Schools International (csr), would
have hoped because of the lobbyist
pressure of teachers’ unions.

“I could not tell you any cst school
that is benefiting from a voucher [or
tax credit] program,” said Blamer,
whose organization serves 500
Reformed schools.

Examining how tax credits have
benefited Christian schools is not the

[ continued on 16 ]
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right way to look at the situation, he
said. “That’s where the rub comes,
because then you get into the game of
constitutionality,” he said. “Support
for religious institutions with gov-
ernment dollars cannot be done.” &

Challenging
Chappies

Atheist prime minister
wants chaplains in schools.
By Trevor Persaud

espite political opposi-
tion and court challenges,
Australia’s government will
continue to use state funds to put
staff chaplains in both public and
private schools, as it has since 2007.
In August, the government of
new Prime Minister Julia Gillard
promised to extend the program
through 2014. State-funded
chaplains now serve 2,700 schools;
Gillard wants to add another 1,000.
Gillard, whose atheism sparked
international discussion during the
campaign, nevertheless pledged

faith in the chaplaincy system
shortly after taking office.
“We think it has been a great
success, and [wanted] to make sure
schools around the country were
fairly benefiting from it,” Gillard told
Australian Christian Lobby director
Jim Wallace.
“Many school principals are
saying they want pastoral care in
their schools,” says Tim Mander,
ceo of Scripture Union Queensland.
“Principals and teachers agree that
students are more comfortable
approaching their chaplain .. . than
other adults in the school community.”
The program is voluntary. Chap-
lains offer “comfort and support to
students and staff” as well as “general
religious and personal advice,” says
a spokesman for Peter Garrett, Aus-
tralia’s cabinet minister for education
and youth.
“The aim ... is to provide a
complementary support role working
alongside psychologists [and]
counselors,” Garrett’s spokesman
says. “It is not intended to diminish
or replace these services.”
Chaplains cannot tell students
what they themselves believe unless
asked. Most are Christian, though
a few schools have Muslim or
Buddhist chaplains.

|-DISCUSSION STARTER

The U.S. Supreme
Court recently
refused to consider
a challenge to a ban
on religious carols
in public schools.
The decision
underscored how
singing “songs of
good cheer” can be
complicated. Some
Christians believe
that on the Sundays
leading up to
Christmas, churches
should not sing
carols that celebrate
the birth of Christ.
Others question
the theology of
some carols.

“Chappies,” as Australians
call them, do have detractors. A
Queensland parent is challenging the
program in Australia’s High Court,
claiming it violates the nation’s ban
on state-established religion. The
Australian Psychological Society (aps)
worries that some chaplains without
proper psychological training are
counseling students. The aps would
shift chaplaincy funding to “evidence-
based psychological services.”
“Chaplains [should] work
with students with mental health
issues only under the guidance of
school psychologists,” says Monica
Thielking, a former aps adviser
who recommended changes to the
government program. “That way,
students receive the benefit of the
services that a chaplain may offer,
but in a safe and monitored way.”
Rebekah Robinson, a primary
school chaplain in Brisbane,
Queensland, says that on genuine
mental health issues, she and other
chaplains are trained to “refer, refer,
refer,” generally to the principal.
Much of a chaplain’s job, she says, is
not under a counselor’s purview.
“You can’t tie up a professional
psychologist on a professional
psychologist’s wage with, ‘He stole
my pencil and I want itback.”” @

UNDER DISCUSSION Topics in the current debate.

Should churches ban carols with questionable theology?
YES

: “There is the occa-

. sional odd lyric, such
as ‘no crying he makes’
. from ‘Away in a Man-

: ger. This lyric seems

: to miss a key aspect of
the Incarnation: Jesus
: entered into our suf-
fering. We don’t sing

: that carol, but use

. instrumental arrange-
: ments of the melody.”
: TOM JENNINGS,
director of worship and

* arts, Redeemer Presbyte-
. rian Church
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: “Only with care. Carols  :
. are some people’sonly :
¢ link with a church. But
. sentimentality is per-

: haps the single most

. dangerous feature

of our culture—and

: the sentimental air is
never thicker than at

i Christmas. The Incar-

. nation is messy, dirty,
: and resonates with

. the Crucifixion.”
JEREMY BEGBIE,
professor of theology,

¢ Duke Divinity School

“The time we set aside :

for corporate worship

: is precious, so while

: the idea of ‘banning’
¢ certain carols is a little
: too Ebenezer Scrooge
for me, pastors and

: worship leaders
should select songs

: wisely. The good news
. is there are many

: theologically rich

: carols to sing.”
CAROLYN ARENDS,
singer-songwriter, author
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“The Christmas story

. does have extra-bib-
: lical license, given

* some carols in our

: tradition, and that's

: not harmful. It would
become harmful if the
: carol were presenting
something unbiblical;
: ifa carol suggested

: Mary were not a

: virgin—that would be
: anissue.”

MIKE HARLAND,
director, LifeWay Worship

: “There are deep emo-
. tional attachments

¢ that often trump any
. theological discus-

: sion. Even though we
: might say this theol-
ogy is questionable,

: if a majority of the
church has a desire to
: continue singing it, we :
: would probably come
: down on that side.”

: DAVID EICHER,
hymnal editor,
Presbyterian Publishing

. Corporation

e THE CONVERSATION CONTINUES AT
ChristianityToday.com/go/carols

: “We should admire :
. the simplicity of carols. :
. Forexample, Away ~ :
. in A Manger’ follows

: the tradition of many

: carols from the Eng-

lish countryside. The

: simplicity of the words
endears the singer to

look upon the birth

of the child Jesus in a
: lullaby fashion.”
. RON CLANCY,

: author, American
: Christmas Classics
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Lost Boy: Moses, who is HIV-
positive, was found wrapped in
a towel along a road in Harare,
Zimbabwe, in 2007. A Christian
orphanage took him in.

No Child Left to Die

Half of all babies born with HIv die by age 2. Could we
stop that by 2015? By Sarah Eekhoff Zylstra

oyce Kamwana got lucky.
The mother of two went
to the doctor after running
a fever, thinking she had
malaria. After running tests,
the doctor told Kamwana she was mrv-
positive. That was 1988, three years after
the first case of Hrv/ams was diagnosed in
the East African nation of Malawi.
Kamwana had contracted the disease
from her husband, Dan, who would

die from amps three years later. Their
daughter, Sharon, tested negative for
the virus. But their newborn, Tracy,
tested positive. After Kamwana finished
breastfeeding, more tests were run, and
Tracy tested uiv-free. Both girls eventually
went to college and were able to donate
blood without risk.

“It’s quite a relief to say I have only
myself to think about now,” Kamwana
said. “I'm very proud of them. Lord, thank

December 2010 |

you. You've done a very good job.”

Not every mother living with uiv is
as fortunate. Globally, about 1,000 Hiv-
positive children are born each day. In
many developing nations, contracting Hrv
from one’s mother is a death sentence: 50
percent of children who get the disease
from their mothers die before their second
birthday. Without drug treatment, an
HIV-positive pregnant woman has a one in
three chance of infecting her child during
pregnancy, labor and delivery, or through
breastfeeding.

Ninety-one percent of children born

| with uiv live in African nations with very

high birth and infant mortality rates.
Young children in Uganda, for example,
die by the tens of thousands, as the nation
has one of the world’s highest birth, infant
mortality, and Hiv infection rates, not to
mention deaths from tuberculosis, malaria,
and other diseases (see “Standing in the
(amps) Gap,” page 18).

Pregnant women with arv need
antiretroviral drugs the most. A 2000
Johns Hopkins University study found
that when a pregnant woman takes a single
dose of nevirapine (an antiretroviral drug)
at the beginning of labor, and her baby
takes a dose after birth, the baby’s chances
of contracting the virus are cut in half,
from about 30 percent down to 15 percent.

More recently, researchers have found
that a regimen of antiretroviral drugs given
to a mother from early in pregnancy to
after breastfeeding can reduce the chance
of transmission down to about 4 percent.
Stephen Lee, senior program director
for the prevention, care, and treatment
services team at the Elizabeth Pediatric
ams Foundation, said, “If we can get to
under 4 percent of [at-risk] infants being
born with wrv, we've accomplished a lot.”

FAITH-BASED CHANGE
The greatest challenge is making the new
triple-drug regimens and related programs
available where they are most needed.
Treatment costs between $100 and
$140 per year. But only 42 percent of
the 33.4 million people worldwide living
with Hiv have access to ongoing drug
treatment. In response, a growing group
of faith-based leaders have endorsed the
ambitious goal of eliminating mother-child
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in the

Standing
(AIDS) Gap

Only half of HIv-positive children in Uganda receive
treatment. By Esther Nakkazi in Kampala, Uganda

fter seven years and $1.4 billion of American aid, Uganda is coming back to life follow-
ing a near-death experience with HIV/AIDS.
But the battle is far from over. The U.S. government is spending on average $5 mil-
lion a week ($280 million per year) to fight HIv in the East African country. About 100,000
Ugandans are newly infected each year, and about 25,000 are young children.

“We have a big gap to address in pediatric treatment and care,” said Addy Kekitiinwa, execu-
tive director of Baylor College of Medicine Children’s Foundation in Kampala. “It’s a shame that most
adult facilities cannot offer pediatric services.”

Christianity Today visited Kampala’s Mildmay clinic, which treats Hiv-infected women and chil-
dren. Inside, preschooler Elizabeth happily plays with Jackie, her 2-year-old sister. Both of them are
too young to realize how narrowly they escaped becoming a statistic. Worldwide, 280,000 children
died of AIDS in 2008.

Wearing a faded pink-and-white dress, Elizabeth is at the clinic for a check-up. For the past four
years, clinics and hospitals have become her virtual second home. Born with H1v, Elizabeth came into
the world weighing 4.4 pounds. Within eight months, she had contracted meningitis. She was contin-
ually coughing and vomiting and became malnourished. After six months of intensive care, she had a
75 percent weight gain and was discharged.

Winnie, Elizabeth and Jackie’s mother, is among the 1.1 million Ugandans living with Hiv. Before
giving birth to Jackie, Winnie, 26, joined an HIv prevention program for expectant women, and so far
Jackie has remained disease-free. Now pregnant, Winnie receives updated instruction at Mildmay on
how to keep the virus from spreading to her third child.

Such programs are relatively new. In Uganda, programs for Hiv-positive pregnant women started
in 2000. Clinic nurse Vicky Nabuule told cT that treating pregnant women and children after Hiv
infection must be comprehensive to succeed long-term. “Women are encouraged to take their medi-
cation and to keep their appointments for good adherence,” Nabuule said. Prevention reaches 30
percent of the women who are at risk of HIv infection. In Uganda, 150,000 children are living with
HIv, but only half of them receive the drug treatment they need to survive.

The Mildmay center treats 22,000 Ugandans annually. The UK-based charity was begun in 1866 by
evangelical clergyman William Pennefather to fight a cholera epidemic in London’s East End. Mildmay
ministers in five African nations. Its programs are designed to treat the whole person. Staff assess the
physical, medical, and spiritual needs of each client, then design a treatment program to meet all of
those needs. The World Health Organization has given Mildmay one of its best practices awards.

About 9o percent of Uganda’s HIv programs rely on donor funding. Within the past year, many
cash-strapped programs stopped providing antiretroviral drugs to new patients. This move prompted
a worldwide outcry. The PEPFAR program, launched by the Bush administration in 2004, allowed an
emergency supply of drugs worth $5.5 million to be given to the Uganda Ministry of Health. That put
another 72,000 Hiv-infected people, including 5,000 children, on drugs for the next two years.

“Elizabeth keeps asking me why she has to take the medicine when she is not sick. She does not
know how lucky she is,” said Winnie. A family friend, Namitala, is also pregnant and Hiv-positive. She
has lost two children.

Mildmay holds a non-sectarian worship service each morning for clients and staff. Norah
Namono, Mildmay’s public relations officer, told cT that the pastoral team offers follow-up counsel-
ing, because many people living with HIv blame God or witchcraft for their infection.

Dunstan Bukenya, the new Anglican bishop for the Mityana diocese, east of Kampala, said the
scientists do the treating, but the healing is from God. “The missionaries knew that very well,” Buke-
nya said. “That is why they built churches alongside hospitals.” -+

Esther Nakkazi is a journalist in Kampala, Uganda.
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HIV transmission by year 2015. Adam
Phillips, faith relations manager for the
ONE Campaign, an advocacy organization
co-founded by U2 frontman Bono, told
Christianity Today, “This is something

we can completely stop. We have the
medicine and the know-how. For us it’s an
imperative to stop it.”

ONE’s efforts are gathering steam. In
May, the Global Fund, which raises billions
of dollars for public-health programs in
developing countries, launched the Born
Hiv Free campaign. In October, at the
Global Fund Replenishment Meetings,
President Obama pledged $4 billion, a 38
percent increase from the previous pledge.
The United Methodist Church gave $28
million to the Global Fund in 2010. The fund
has commitments to receive $11.7 billion
over the next three years. With that money,
it will put more people living with Hrv/ams
on daily drug therapy, support more of the
14 million arps orphans, and almost double
the number of Hiv-positive pregnant women
receiving preventive services.

This fall, ONE launched its own public
awareness campaign, No Child Born with
Hiv by 2015. ONE has collaborated with
evangelical leaders such as Saddleback
Church’s Rick Warren, West Angeles
Church of God in Christ Bishop Charles
Blake, and mainline denominations,
including the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of America and the Episcopal Church.

The campaign precedes a larger push next
spring, starting Sunday, April 10. “Lazarus
Sunday” borrows from the Orthodox
Church’s Lazarus Saturday, the day before
Palm Sunday, which commemorates

the resurrection of Lazarus. “Jesus tells
Lazarus’ sisters that his disease will not lead
to death, that their brother will rise again,”
said Phillips, who is a pastor. “We see a
Lazarus effect happening when folks can
get on antiretroviral [drugs] and their babies
are born uv-free.”

Among the local church leaders who
have joined ONE’s efforts is Michael
Hidalgo, pastor of Denver Community
Church. On the Sunday nearest World ams
Day (December 1), Hidalgo will preach on
H1v/ams mother-child transmission.

“We're teaching on ‘O Little Town of
Bethlehem.” On Sunday school flannel
boards, it’s a sweet little place, but




historically there are miserable stories
located there,” he said. Besides being the
site of King David’s anointing, Bethlehem
was home to a concubine who was
assaulted, cut into pieces, and sent to the
tribes of Israel. It was also a place of heart-
wrenching genocide ordered by King

found out her husband had infected her
with Hrv, she was emotionally devastated.
Some members of her church responded
judgmentally, and she left.

“In 2002, I joined Charismatic Redeemed
Ministries International. This is where I was
loved for who I was and encouraged that

‘The ONE campaign asks if we have
the political will for no child to be
born with HIv by 2015. | ask if we
have the spiritual will.’

~ Shayne Moore, activist and author

Herod after Jesus’ birth.

“This is the world that God came into,”
Hidalgo said. “The story of Jesus being
born in a difficult place—it’s not hard to
transfer that to children born today in a
difficult place.”

MOTHER TO MOTHER
Twenty-two years ago, when Kamwana

with God, everything is possible,” Kamwana
told cr. She came to believe God had a
purpose for her life. “I consider the battle
against HIv as my ministry.”

Kamwana is one woman in an
expanding network of Christian mothers
focused on preventing mother-to-child
HIv transmission. Another is Shayne
Moore, a stay-at-home mother of three in

suburban Chicago. Moore, author of the
new book Global Soccer Mom, began her
advocacy work in 2002, around the time
Bono was traveling the U.S. calling on
Christians to fight mv.

“The ONE Campaign asks if we have
the political will for no child to be born
with mrv by 2015,” Moore told cr. “I ask
if we have the spiritual will.” But the 15
African nations where Hrv is rampant
have a combined population of 515 million.
Scaling up programs to reach millions
of at-risk pregnant women is a daunting
challenge. Many women at risk don’t even
know they have the virus.

The President’s Emergency Plan For
ADs Relief (PEPFAR) is committed to
testing 80 percent of all pregnant women in
sub-Saharan Africa by 2011. Of those who
test positive, 85 percent will begin the drug
regimen, said U.S. Global ams Coordinator
Eric Goosby. “We lose a lot of women to
follow-up,” he said. It’s difficult to keep a
pregnant woman with urv connected to a

[ continued on 20 ]
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HIV/AIDS Transmission [ from 19 ]

medical facility for 40 weeks of pregnancy

and about six months of nursing, he said.
Long-term follow-up for arv-positive

women is a major priority because women

[in] walking distance from the nearest
clinic,” she said.

In this case, Samaritan’s Purse health
workers train existing community
health workers and midwives to educate
pregnant women about Hiv and set up

‘We are creating a generation that

is Hiv-free. If the women keep being
treated, we’ll be able to achieve that.’
~ Joyce Kamwana, an HIv-positive mother in Malawi

account for 60 percent of all adults living
with =rv in sub-Saharan Africa.
Samaritan’s Purse has begun taking on
that follow-up role, said the nonprofit’s
HIv/AIDs project coordinator, Ashley
‘Wagoner. In eastern Kenya, Samaritan’s
Purse is in the middle of a three-year
pilot project that will end in 2011. In the
Kinango district, outside the coastal city
of Mombasa, many women give birth at
home. “Some areas were up to 24 miles

support groups. Since the program started
in 2008, it has trained 37 community
health workers, referred about 1,500
women for testing and counseling, and
educated almost 4,500 women on how to
prevent HIv transmission.

Progress has been encouraging. Of
all mrv-positive pregnant women living
in sub-Saharan Africa, the number of
those who received antiretroviral drugs
increased from 15 percent in 2005 to 45

percent in 2008 to 54 percent in 2009.
Still, about 18 percent of women with Hiv
pass the disease on to their newborns.

Dropping that rate to 7 percent by 2012
is a good first goal before dropping the last
few percentages to elimination. Lee said,
“I think it’s achievable if the momentum
being generated right now is maintained,
and if the resources follow the rhetoric
that people are [using] now.”

For Kamwana, that feels great. “We
are creating a generation that is Hiv-
free,” she said. “If the women keep being
treated, we’ll be able to achieve that.” It’s
an amazing thing for a woman who never
thought she’d live to see grandchildren.

“I will no longer die of ams. It will be
due to something else, but not ams.” @&
Sarah Eekhoff Zylstra is a journalist from
the Chicago area. International reporting in

Christianity Today is supported by a grant from
John Stott Ministries.

Go to ChristianBibleStudies.com for “No Child
Left to Die,” a Bible study based on this article.
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“ Christmas is a special time for
families and Prison Fellowship’s
Angel Tree® program helps ensure
that children of prisoners don’t feel
forgotten. Angel Tree® provides
them with a Christmas gift on
behalf of their incarcerated parent,
a chance for these families to
reconnect, and an opportunity
for them to hear the life-changing

| Gospel message. What a blessing! Y

—Joe Gibbs, Owner, Joe Gibbs Racing

[1)

1.7 MILLION CHILDREN

will have a parent in prison this Christmas.

Mom or Dad may be behind bars, but your donation
can help transform Christmas for the child of a prisoner.
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le struggle with reading the Bible consistently.

bd Sightings. It is the one guilt-free Bible-reading

has group accountability and real-life application to keep
Scripture regularly. The surprising questions will spark
sations, drawing people closer to God and each other.

s of churches this January in gaining a fresh
your relationship with God!

Download a free sample or order today! i el e
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JESUS VS. PAUL

GREW up with, on, through, and
in the apostle Paul. His letters
were the heart of our Bible. From
the time I began paying attention
tomy pastor’s sermons, I can only
recall sermons on 1 Corinthians—
the whole book verse by verse,
week by week—and Ephesians.
I don’t recall a series on any of
the Gospels or on Jesus.

There were two annual
exceptions to our Pauline
focus. At Christmas, we heard a
sermon on one of the narratives
about Jesus’ birth, and during
Holy Week, we got something
onJesus’ death and resurrection.
We were Pauline Christians and
not one bit worried about it. I
learned to think and believe and
live in a Pauline fashion. Every-
thing was filtered through Paul’s
theology. Justification was the lens for the gospel, and “life in
the Spirit,” the lens for Christian living.

Then I went off to Bible college (now Cornerstone Uni-
versity in Grand Rapids, Michigan) and majored in history
while taking as many Bible courses as I could. Once again, Paul
featured prominently. My senior year, I read the first volume
of Ralph Martin’s New Testament Foundations series and
was taken with the freshness of the
Gospels. But nothing overwhelmed
me like my first experience in semi-
nary. Sitting in Walter Liefeld’s
synoptic Gospels course at Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School, I was
absolutely mesmerized by Jesus, his
kingdom vision, and the Gospels. I decided then and there that
my life’s pursuit would be Jesus and the Gospels.

A few years later, I began doctoral work on the Gospel of
Matthew, and a few years after that began teaching as a young
professor at Trinity, where I even got to teach Jesus and the
Gospels. I'spoke so often about Jesus’ teachings that one student
quipped that I needed to give a lecture called “Jesus’ View of
Jesus,” since I had covered Jesus’ view on everything but Jesus!

Something was clearly happening to me. Formerly I had
loved Paul and thought with Paul. Then, when I encountered
Jesus, as if for the first time, I began learning to think with
Jesus. One of my colleagues occasionally suggested I was get-
ting too Jesus-centered and ignoring Paul. I'm not so sure I
was ignoring Paul; after all, I was teaching a few of his letters
on aregular basis. But T had unlearned how to think in Pauline
terms and was thinking only in the terms of Jesus. Everything
was kingdom-centered for me.

And, truth be told, I was so taken with Jesus’ kingdom
vision that reading Paul created a dilemma every time I opened
his letters.
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Evangelicalismis facinga
crisis about the relationship
of Jesus to Paul, and many
today are choosing sides.

AN EVANGELICAL CRISIS

My experience is not unusual. Many of us have made a move
from Paul to Jesus, and an increasing tension remains among
evangelicals about who gets to set the terms: Jesus or Paul?
In other words, will we center our gospel teaching and living
on “the kingdom” or “justification by faith”?

The choice matters. It can be said without exaggeration that
the evangelical movement owes its fundamental strength to
the Reformation and the Great Awakenings and revivals of the
18th and 19th centuries; that is, it is a Paul-shaped movement
through and through. The early 20th century arrival of the
social gospel, which seemed to link “kingdom” with “liberal”
and “justice,” made the Pauline emphasis within the evangeli-
cal movement more pronounced. Furthermore, when some
evangelicals recently rediscovered Jesus’ kingdom vision, they
were frequently warned that they were on the verge of falling
for a social gospel.

But something has happened in the past two decades: a
subtle but unmistakable shift among many evangelicals from a
Pauline-centered theology to a Jesus-shaped kingdom vision.
Sources for this shift surely include George Eldon Ladd’s The
Presence of the Future, the rugged and unrelenting justice voice
of Jim Wallis, perhaps most notably in his Call to Conversion,
and a growing social conscience among evangelicals. We can
argue about factors, but what matters is that a shift has occurred.

Daniel Kirk, ayoung New Testament scholar at one of Fuller
Theological Seminary’s extension sites, recently sent me a manu-
script for review. The first suggested title was, Jesus Have I Loved,
But Paul? That perfectly captures something T have observed in
15 years of teaching college stu-
dents. Students love the Jesus
part of the class, but their eyes
seem to glaze over when we
move from Jesus to Paul.

Itis not exaggerating to say
that evangelicalism is facing a
crisis about the relationship of Jesus to Paul, and that many
today are choosing sides. I meet many young, thinking evan-
gelicals whose “first language” is Jesus and the kingdom. Yet
despite the trend, perhaps in reaction to it, many look to Paul
and justification by faith as their first language. Those addicted
to kingdom language struggle to make Paul fit, while those
addicted to Paul’s theological terms struggle to make Jesus
fit. T know the experience because I, too, struggled to make
the Pauline message fit the kingdom vision, and that was after
struggling to make Jesus fit into the Pauline message.

TWO APPROACHES

Evangelicals have offered two ways to resolve this dilemma—
that is, to bring Paul and Jesus into a more perfect harmony.
What stands out is that each approach imagines that it is articu-
lating the gospel itself. One approach is to master Jesus’ gospel,
the kingdom vision, and show how Paul fits. The other approach
is to master Paul’s gospel, his theology of justification, and
show how Jesus fits. Each approach requires some bending
of corners and squeezing of sides but, with extra effort and
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some special explanations, each thinks it can show the unity
of the messages of Jesus and Paul and that the gospel of the
kingdom and the gospel of justification are one and the same.

Take the Jesus approach. The kingdom of God, if one fol-
lows George Ladd’s line of thinking (often called “inaugurated
eschatology”), is defined as the “dynamic reign of God.” It is
grounded in texts like Matthew 12:28, where Jesus says that if
he casts out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of
God has (presently) come upon them. Or Mark 1:15: the time has
been fulfilled, the king-
dom of God has drawn
near (so near that its
presence is now being
felt)—therefore repent
and believe. It is not
hard to fit “justification @ flhe kingdom.
by faith” into the mold
of the dynamic, personal, redemptive presence of God in the
work of Jesus Christ. With some careful nuancing, the witness
of Romans to justification and the witness of Ephesians to a
cosmic redemption in Christ can be drawn into the ambit of
the kingdom.

Butafew problems always emerge. They have always given
me an uneasy conscience about this kind of harmonizing. First,
Paul doesn’t talk about the kingdom enough to make me think
his theology is really kingdom-shaped. His letters include fewer
than 15 references to the kingdom. Fitting Paul into a kingdom
mold is more by hook than it is by the book. Furthermore,
Paul thinks more in terms of soteriology, justification, and

Paul doesn’t talk about the kingdom
enough to make me think his theology tory (the land of Isracl),
is really kingdom-shaped. His letters
include fewer than 15 references

ecclesiology than he does kingdom. So, if we are to be fair to
Paul, we have to let Paul be Paul.

An even more fatal flaw resides in this approach: king-
dom means more than the “dynamic” reign of God at work in
Christ. The emphasis on “dynamic” leads me to think that we
evangelicals want “kingdom” to refer to the personal experi-
ence of conversion, so that it can fit with our evangelical Paul.
The roadblock here is insurmountable: kingdom for any and
every Jew in the first century had at least four components:
a king (Jesus or God), a
people (Israel), a terri-

and a law that governed
the people (the Torah or
law of Moses). My con-
clusion: You can’t begin
at kingdom with Jesus
and simply cross the path and conclude that Jesus was, after
all, talking about justification.

What devastates this approach is that some of the central
themes of kingdom for Jesus—which are all found in those
crucial passages in Luke, such as the opening sermon in Naza-
reth (4:16-30)—are not found in Paul. Yes, Paul does care for
the poor—of Jerusalem, at least. But caring for the poor and
the outcast, and a revolutionary message about possessions—
well, they just don’t show up enough in Paul to lead one fairly
to conclude that Paul was essentially teaching the same thing
as Jesus. Kingdom and justification are not the same thing.
We have to find a better way to harmonize Jesus and Paul.

So others have started with Paul’s understanding
of justification and found a way to incorporate Jesus’
kingdom vision. A recent attempt by John Piper,
one of the leading lights in the revival of Reformed
theology, illustrates how this can be done. At one
pastor’s conference, Piper asked a simple question:
Did Jesus preach Paul’s gospel? The order—asking
if Jesus fits Paul!—might rankle many Bible readers
and historians, but such questions about the Bible
are not inappropriate.

To answer this question, Piper probed the one
and only time the word justified in a Pauline sense
appears in the Gospels. Luke 18:14 reads, “I tell you
that this man, rather than the other, went home justi-
fied before God.” Jesus is referring, of course, to the
tax collector and not to the Pharisee. We could add
Matthew 12:37, and perhaps Luke 10:29 and 16:15, but
we can’t find much in the Gospels that shows Jesus
thinking in terms of “justification by faith.” But Piper’s
skilled exegesis and theological persuasiveness led
him to conclude that Jesus did teach justification by
faith, perhaps even by double imputation.

Piper isn’t alone here. Long ago a German
Lutheran, Joachim Jeremias, connected Jesus’ term
Abba (Aramaic for “father”) to Paul’s theology of jus-
tification to show that this central message of the
New Testament was found in both Jesus and Paul.
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But what weakens the attempt to make Paul fit into a king-
dom vision weakens the attempt to make Jesus fit into Paul’s
justification paradigm. What makes Paul tick at the level of
language just doesn’t make Jesus tick. What makes Jesus tick
in the kingdom doesn’t make Paul tick. We either have to let
Jesus be Jesus, who barely talks about justification, and let
Paul be Paul, who barely talks about kingdom, or we have to
find another way.

I think there is another way, one that is fair to both and at
the same time explains the inner unity at the level of gospel.

THE GOSPEL WAY
The problem with the two approaches—trying to make Paul fit
Jesus’ kingdom vision, or trying to make Jesus fit Paul’s justifi-
cation vision—comes down to this: each approach reduces the
word gospel. For one group, it is equated with the kingdom. For
the other, it is a synonym for justification by faith. To be sure,
the word gospel encapsulates both kingdom and justification,
but gospel operates on a foundation deeper than either. If we
can grasp that, the supposed disjunction between Jesus and
Paul disappears.

So where do we begin to get a New Testament understand-
ing of “the gospel”? With

Paul! Not with Romans 3 W can’t find much in the Gospels
that shows Jesus thinking in terms
of justification by faith.’

or Romans 5, however, but
with 1 Corinthians 15:1-8:

Now, brothers, I want

to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which
you received and on which you have taken your stand.
By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the
word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed
in vain.

As we can see, here Paul is about to define gospel, and in
fact, this is the only text in the New Testament that does so.
What he says next is crucial:

For what I received I passed on to you as of first im-
portance: that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on
the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he
appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that,
he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers
at the same time, most of whom are still living, though
some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James,
then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me
also, as to one abnormally born.

A number of observations are in order.

First, this is the gospel handed on to Paul (v. 3), which sug-
gests it was the gospel the earliest apostles preached.

Second, the gospel saves people from their sins (v. 2-3).

Third, the essence of the gospel is the story of Jesus (vv.
3-8) as the completion of Israel’s story (v. 3). Both the word
Christ (Messiah) and the phrase “according to the Scriptures”
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are central to how the apostles understood the word gospel.

Fourth, there’s not a word here about either kingdom or jus-
tification! Sure, you can probe “for our sins” until both themes
bubble up to the surface, but we should at least let Paul be Paul
when it comes to defining the gospel.

Added together, it means this: The gospel is first and fore-
most about Jesus. Or, to put it theologically, it’s about Chris-
tology. Behind or underneath both kingdom and justification
is the gospel, and the gospel is the saving story of Jesus that
completes Israel’s story. “To gospel” is to tell a story about Jesus
as the Messiah, as the Lord, as the Son of God, as the Savior.

Thus, the question of whether the gospel of Jesus and the
gospel of Paul are the same is radically reshaped. The question
is not, “Does Paul preach the kingdom?” Nor is the question,
“Does Jesus preach justification?”

Or if, like Piper, we ask if Jesus preached Paul’s gospel, then
we are really asking, “Does Jesus preach Jesus?” Or, “What
was Jesus’ teaching about Jesus?” Or, “Does he preach himself
as the completion of Israel’s story?” Or, “Does Jesus preach
his own life, death, burial, and resurrection?”

The entire New Testament comes together by answer-
ing all these questions. And the answer is Yes, Jesus preached
himself as the completion of
Israel’s story. Jesus preached
the gospel (of Paul, of Peter,
of John) because Jesus
preached himself. Any read-
ing of the Gospels, and any
Gospel will do, leads constantly to this question that Jesus
himself asked those who saw him and heard him: “Who am I?”

WHAT JESUS THOUGHT OF JESUS

Let’s start with Jesus’ teaching about the kingdom. His inau-
gural sermon in his hometown synagogue, at Nazareth, is a
profoundly and properly egocentric statement about himself.
We miss the essence of this passage if we reduce the story to
kingdom only. Jesus reads from Isaiah 61:1-2, a passage about
end-time kingdom redemption. But what we need to note is
that Jesus thinks he is the agent of that redemption, that he is
none other than the “anointed” one.

Another key kingdom text is Luke 7:20-23. John the Baptist
asks whether or not Jesus is the “one who was to come.” Jesus
answers by creating a clever and beautiful mosaic from Isaiah
(29:18-19; 35:5-6; 61:1). The last line is arresting in its bold
claim: “Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account
of me” (emphasis mine). In other words, Jesus claims that he
fulfills those Scriptures. “The story of Israel,” Jesus is saying,
“comes to its completion in me.” Again, the message of Jesus
is thoroughly egocentric.

This last text leads us to a set of Gospel texts that I call the
“Who am I? Who are you?” texts. In these passages, Jesus and
John the Baptist are in dialogue with one another and with
others about who they are. I fear we skip over these passages
because we know them too well. But let me suggest we ask a
question about these Jesus and John conversations: What kind
of people run around asking others who they are? And when
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they ask such questions, do they assume that the answers are
found in the persons and predictions of the Bible? Which of us
says to another, “Who do you think T am? Do you think 'm the
figure from Isaiah or the Messiah or Elijah or Moses or the Son
of Man or the Davidic king?” None of us, and if we did, we’d be
assigned to the fringes of society and perhaps institutionalized.

Jesus and John seemed to have carried on a conversation
about who they were. And while John doesn’t seem always to
be certain of who he is, Jesus

always is certain about both Any ri eading OI the GOSpelS,

and any Gospel will do, leads

was? Matthew 16:14. who did  COTIStantly to this question

others think John was? John ~ tH@t Jesus himself is asking of

119-28 Who did Jon &bl those who saw him and heard
onnwass Jonn l:22-25. o o 9

did John think Jesus was? Mat- h'm'. ‘Who am I ?

who John is and who he is.
(Who did others think Jesus

thew 3:11-12; Luke 7:18-23.
Who did Jesus think John was? Mark 9:9-13. Who did Jesus
think Jesus was? Luke 7:22-23.)

There is something here that courses through the pages
of the Gospels: Jesus and John see themselves as the ones
who complete Israel’s story, and their story is the saving story.
This is exactly what Paul said the gospel was. Jesus may have
spoken of kingdom, and Paul may have spoken of justification,
but underneath both kingdom and justification is Christology:
It is the story about Jesus, who is Messiah and Lord and who
brings the kingdom and justifies sinners by faith.

Excuse me for piling on here, but only when we grasp the

gospel as the saving story about Jesus that completes Israel’s
story do we see the profound unity between Jesus and Paul.
Both “gospeled” the same gospel because both told the story
of Jesus.

For example, what kind of person says this: “Do not think
that T have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; T have not
come to abolish them but to fulfill them” (Matt. 5:17)2 Jesus
overtly declares that the entire Law and Prophets point to him
and are fulfilled in him, which is
to “gospel” exactly as does Paul,
who says it this way: “according
to the Scriptures.”

What kind of person chooses
the symbolic number twelve,
which connects to the forma-
tion of Israel as a twelve-tribe
people and also to the hope for
the revival of the ten lost tribes?
But there’s more: Jesus does not include himself because
he perceives himself to be the Lord of the Twelve. Jesus, by
appointing twelve, saw history coming to completion and saw
himself as Lord of that completion. That is gospeling! And it’s
the gospel of all the apostles.

What kind of person predicts more than once that he will
not only die but also rise, as Jesus does in Mark 9:31?

Whatkind of person sums up his life as the Son of Man who
came to give his life as a ransom for many, but does so in ways
that combine Daniel 7’s Son of Man vision with Isaiah 42-53’s
servant image? That is what we find when we combine Mark

10:45 with Mark 14:24.

What kind of person sees himself as the Passover,
as Jesus does at the Last Supper? Here Jesus synthe-
sizes profound images, makes sense of his own life
through those images, and declares that he himselfis
the redeeming, forgiving agent for Israel. Again, we
are right where Paul was in 1 Corinthians 15, when he
said Jesus died “for our sins.” This is Paul’s gospel in
the words and actions of Jesus.

My contention, then, is simple: If we begin with
kingdom, we have to twist Paul into shape to fit a king-
dom vision. If we being with justification, we have
to twist Jesus into shape to fit justification. But if we
begin with gospel, and if we understand gospel as Paul
does in 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, then we will find what
unifies Jesus and Paul—that both witness to Jesus as
the center of God’s story. The gospel is the core of the
Bible, and the gospel is the story of Jesus. Every time
we talk about Jesus, we are gospeling. Telling others
about Jesus leads to both the kingdom and justifica-
tion—but only if we begin with Jesus. e

Scot McKnight is the Karl A. Olsson Professor in Religious
Studies at North Park University. He is the author of many
books, most recently One Life: Jesus Calls, We Follow (Zondervan).
Go to ChristianBibleStudies.com for “Jesus vs. Paul,” a Bible
study based on this article.
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HEN WE THINK OF ISLAM, we tend
to think of the Middle East. But 80
percent of the world’s Muslims live

elsewhere, and in regions where they
encounter half the world’s Christians. If

one wants to learn about the relationship
between Christianity and Islam, there is no
better place to begin. So Eliza Griswold spent
seven years investigating what she calls the “torrid zone” to unpack
the relations of the two great religions. The result is The Tenth Parallel:
Dispatches from the Fault Line Between Christianity and Islam (Farrar,
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Straus and Giroux), “a beautifully written book, full of arresting stories
woven around a provocative issue” (The New York Times).

Griswold is an award-winning investigative journalist and a fellow
at the New America Foundation. Her writing has appeared in The
Atlantic, The New Yorker, and Harper’s. She also has published a
collection of poems, Wideawake Field. Mark Galli, ct senior managing
editor, talked with Griswold about her impressions of Islam and
Christianity in Africa and Asia.

The title of your book suggests that geography plays a large role
in the religious tensions between Muslims and Christians.



The Line Where

Religions Collide

The tenth parallel is not so much a specific line but a broader zone.
In Africa, it marks the southern edge of most of the continent’s 400
million Muslims, who live predominantly north of this line, in the
northernmost third of Africa, which is dry land. Historically, as
traders and Islamic missionaries traveled, they reached as far south
as the tenth parallel. Where the tenth parallel began, so did tsetse
[biting] flies, which carried sleeping sickness that killed off traders
and missionaries, horses, and camels. Because of sleeping sickness,
Islam largely stopped there.

When the European powers came, mostly during the 1800s
and early 1900s—especially after 1885 and “the scramble for

Interview by Mark Galli

Africa”—colonial rule was established in places that had been hard
to reach historically. Christian missionaries from these nations came
with two great gifts, the two Bs: the Bible and the bicycle.

Many came simply doing what most missionaries do today,
bringing the Word in a positive way to people’s lives. But some came
with the express purpose of stopping Islam as a rival monotheism;
they focused their efforts along this southernmost edge of the Muslim
world, explicitly along the tenth parallel, to stop Islam from winning
Africa. A lot of the language we hear today from Christians about a
global battle with Islam is nothing new. It certainly dates back at
least 100 years.
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This fault line is as sharp as it is because it’s one of the most
environmentally sensitive belts in the world. Along the equator,
depending on the time of year, two winds meet—dry wind dropping
from the northern hemisphere and wet wind rising from the south
collide. When we look east, that pattern established the encounter of
Christianity and Islam on the island nations of Indonesia, Malaysia, and
the Philippines. The trade winds carried Muslim and Christian traders,
and Muslim and Christian missionaries, to the same beaches, islands,
and ports, where they began to fight over control of what was then the
spice route. It’s largely an encounter driven by wind and weather, and,
again, centuries of migrations, whether on ships or on land.

What are the demographic realities along the tenth parallel?

1 started with a single statistic: Four out of five of the world’s 1.3
billion Muslims live outside the Arab world. They are notliving in the
Middle East. They're living in Africa. They’re living in Asia. And they
live along this fault line, where they meet nearly half of the world’s 2
billion Christians. These two worlds meet along this 700-mile-wide
band that jigs and jags. The tenth parallel is a broader way of looking
at what happens when religions meet on the ground.

Istarted with a single statistic: Four out of five of
the world’s 1.3 billion Muslims live outside the
Arab world. They are not living in the Middle East.

We’ve heard the oversimplified narrative about the clash of
civilizations. Well, what actually has happened over the 1,500 years
these two religions have coexisted? Before I went to Ethiopia, I did
not know that in A.p. 615, when the prophet Muhammad was chased
out of his hometown of Mecca by his own people, he took most of his
followers 210 miles away, to the city now known as Medina. He also
sent a dozen of his followers to the safest place he knew: the court
of a Christian king, the king of Abyssinia, which today is Ethiopia.
These followers of Muhammad went to the king and earned their
asylum by telling the king the story of the Virgin Mary giving birth
to Jesus underneath a date tree, which is the story from the Qur’an.

The king gave them land in East Africa. For a thousand years there
was never trouble between Muslims and their Christian neighbors,
because the Muslims were so grateful for that safe haven.

So my book is an attempt to show that religiosity is not always a
problem, that it’s not always something divisive.

Some argue that Islam is happy to get along peacefully with
Christianity if Islam is in the majority, in a position of power. Is
that your reading?

My concern about Islam is actually the opposite. When there’s a
Muslim minority, in my experience, it has more readily gotten along
with the Christian majority. It is less likely to stir the pot compared
with most minorities.

Our concern should be about how political Islam, when it comes to
power, treats Muslim minorities. For example, look at the Ahmadiyya.
Hereis asect within Islam that’s been declared heretical in Pakistan,
and these people suffer.

One of the most overlooked and important human rights issues
facing us today is the treatment of religious minorities, period.
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One area where we need to pay the most attention is how Muslim-
majority countries treat minorities in their midst both within Islam
and within other religions, like Christianity. That is a crisis. We are
seeing people, both Christians and Muslims who hold minority beliefs,
fleeing Muslim countries at very high rates.

Your book reveals deep divisions within Islam. How do those
divisions shape Islam’s relationship with Christians?

After seven years of watching the two religions across cultures and
continents, I've come to believe that the most overlooked religious
clashes today are those inside religions, not between them. So what
does that mean? Well, there are different kinds of conflicts inside of
religions. There are, for example, ideological confrontations between
progressives and traditionalists, over who’s a true believer and who
is not. That’s no less true in Islam.

There are two sections of the Qur’an. There are verses revealed to
the Prophet Muhammad in Mecca, and there are verses revealed to
him in Medina, where he was a warrior statesman. The Meccan verses
tend to be more peaceful and inclusive. The Medinan verses are more
violent; they are about jihad and include verses that strictly prescribe
[rules for] people’s daily lives.

Historically Muslims have paid
more attention to the Medinan verses,
those later verses, which are more
martial in nature. But a group within
Islam argues for a more progressive
interpretation that gives priority to the more peaceful Meccan verses.
Emory University Islamic scholar Abdullahi An-Na’im argues that
places where Islam is growing fastest outside of the Arab world have
more progressive forms of the faith. So this is a big division within Islam.

Or, look at the divisions between Shi’a and Sunnis. Sunnis are the
vast majority of the world’s more than 1 billion Muslims. Shi’a believe
their leaders have to be tied to Muhammad by blood; Sunnis believe
that blood is less important than how history has played out. Then
you have the Sufis, which compose the majority of African Muslims.
The most frightening emerging division within Islam is between the
Sufis and the Sunnis, because Sunni hard-liners are getting more
aggressive about saying that Sufis are not true believers. There’s
potential for more bloodshed.

What are some of the nonreligious factors that make Islamic-
Christian relations more violent?

Every religious conflict T witnessed in seven years of reporting
has some kind of secular trigger. Those include fights over land,
over water, over oil, over political elections—even over cocoa, the
principal ingredient in chocolate, in Indonesia. When chocolate prices
spiked worldwide, so did violence between Christians and Muslims
in Eastern Indonesia.

The 10-40 window has been one of the most inspiring ideas in
Christian missions in the past two decades. How do Muslims
perceive this initiative?

It terrifies them. Muslims do not understand Christian proselytizing.
Even the most conservative Christian evangelists I know understand
that in preaching to others, whether it’'s me or a Muslim, it’s giving
that person who’s hearing the message a choice. It’s not about



Our concern should be about how political
Islam, when it comes to power, treats Muslim
minorities. One of the most overlooked and

That’s a naive assumption. For many secular
leaders, religion is an idea that the world will
grow out of. But the world isn’t becoming
less religious; it’s becoming more religious.

important human rights issues facing us today

is the treatment of religious minorities, period.

forcible conversion. That message does not reach the Muslim world
at all. Muslims understand conversion to be linked to imperialism.
Proselytizing by the Christian West is nothing new, and it has never
been a friendly experience for them. So they hear the 10-40 window
as the obliteration of the Islamic world, and they go nuts.

What has led them to believe that Christian evangelism is coercive?
Events particularly after the fall of the Ottoman Empire, when
Christian missions became explicitly linked to Western imperialism.
Missionaries did not understand themselves as agents of imperial
powers, and many times they understood themselves to be working
against those forces. But that message never reached Muslims. They
saw the Christian West as a monolith. In the same way we see Islam as
amonolith, they understand the Christian West as a monolith that’s out
to get them, and it’s out to get them in secular ways, through imposing
corrupt democratic governments that undermine their Islamic law.

We occasionally hear about Christians attacking Muslims,
especially in Nigeria and Indonesia. What do Muslims in general
consider the greatest recent atrocity perpetrated by Christians
against Muslims?

The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

They perceive those as not the attack of the United States but of
a Christian nation?
For them there’s no difference between the two.

How about vice versa: What do Christians worldwide consider
the greatest Muslim atrocity perpetrated against Christians?
The attack on the World Trade Center.

Even to Christians in Africa and Asia?

Absolutely. One Nigerian pastor told me that Nigeria had had its own
9/11 a few days before the U.S. did; he was talking about a very bad
attack by Muslims against Christians on September 1, 2001. There is
widespread relief among African Christians and Asian Christians who
have long been a minority that the U.S. is finally getting it: Now that
American Christians have been attacked, they’ll understand

how violent Islam is. This is a Christian understanding in

much of the world—that the Christian West is at war with

Islam. That’s not just a Muslim understanding.

Some observers believe the way forward is for Muslims
and Christians to become more moderate. By that they
seem to mean that each group should give up their
exclusivist claims (that their religion is the true one)
and their attempts to convert the world.

But many people believe that if you can’t
get Christians and Muslims to abandon
transcendent claims and mission, they
will never stop fighting.

Well, I would point to a pastor and an imam in northern Nigeria. Each
isaself-avowed fundamentalist in his own faith; each believes the other
oneis goingto hell. Yet they have worked together successfully for the
past 15 years to end religious violence in their hometown of Kaduna.

Pastor James Movel Wuye has one arm. The other arm was lopped
off by Muslim soldiers when Christians and Muslims were fighting
to the death over control of a local market. In their younger days,
both Wuye and the imam, Muhammed Nurayn Ashafa, understood
themselves to be, respectively, Christian and Muslim soldiers for
God. Eventually each had a faith experience.

For example, the pastor went to a conference sponsored by
Pat Robertson. He says that the conference might have had other
agendas—it wasn’t as if Pat Robertson taught him to love Muslims,
he clarifies. But after this conference, he said he understood that
he couldn’t really talk to people who were different unless he came
to love them.

The imam already had approached him to stop fighting, and the
pastor decided slowly, slowly that he could work with the imam to
rebuild his town, because fighting between Christians and Muslims
had devastated Kaduna. The pastor says that because he had lost
an arm in the fighting, even when they started to work and travel
together teaching peace, there were times when he thought about
picking up a pillow in the night and smothering the imam.

This is deep difference! But they’ve been able to overcome their
personal differences to work for mutual existence.

Do they still give each other space to evangelize for their faith?
They do. I write in the book about going with the pastor to do his Tv
show, which he gives in Hausa. Hausa is the language of Muslims in
northern Nigeria. He’s preaching to Muslims on 1v, trying to convert
them. The imam does the same thing. He brings Christian orphans
into his house.

Still, evangelization is probably the stickiest issue for them.
Proselytizing for Islam is most frequently bringing fallen Muslims
back into the fold. It’s usually not across faith lines. That’s one thing
that gets Muslims up in arms faster than anything. They believe
Christian proselytizing to be cultural genocide, an attempt to wipe

out their religion, and that’s why they respond so
aggressively to it.

So the issue of evangelization remains really
sensitive for Muslims.

It’s more sensitive than we can understand, because it’s
tied to the idea of Western imperialism. The two are
the same thing to Muslims; they appear to be deliberate
attempts to undermine their power and individual and
collective identity, to wipe Islam off the world map. &
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Complete Turnaround: One hundred
years ago, at the famous Edinburgh
World Missionary Conference, delegates
from the U.S., Canada, and Britain rep-
resented 85 percent of the delegates. At
Lausanne 2010, less than 12 percent of
the delegates came from these countries.

The Third Lausanne
Congress demonstrated
that global evangelicalism
has been transformed.

By Tim Stafford in

Cape Town, South Africa

ELYSE PATTEN / LAUSANNE MOVEMENT

T BEGAN WITH CRISIS, and it ended in worship.

The Third Lausanne Congress on World Evangelization,
held October17-25 in Cape Town, South Africa, was the first
gathering of evangelical Christians to attempt to accurately
represent the reality of today’s church leadership. Though
the West had a strong voice, its numbers were much smaller
than the enthusiastic, unintimidated participants from
Latin America, Africa, and Asia. Consequently, the congress had an atmosphere
of continual discovery, as participants looked around and saw the teeming
diversity of global faith. Ugandan Anglican Archbishop Henry Orombi told
anews conference, “It is a joy to see heaven begin here.”

The Lausanne Movement used a highly decentralized process to select
participants. A committee in each country chose delegates in numbers
proportional to its nation’s evangelical population, based on Operation
World statistics. Out of a total of 4,000 delegates, the United States got to
send 400, Canada 50, the UK 80, and China 230. Selection committees were
to include the full spectrum of churches and ethnicities, to assure that at
least 60 percent of their choices were under 50 years old, 10 percent under
30, and 10 percent from the “marketplace.” Women were to compose at
least 35 percent.

A point of contrast: At the Edinburgh World Missionary Conference
exactly a century ago, there were 1,200 delegates: 500 from the U.S., 500
from Britain, 4 from Asia, and none from Africa. The world has changed,
and Cape Town 2010 embodied the transformation.

THE CHINA CRISIS

China’s emergence as a robust participant in world evangelization is an
astounding part of that transformation. Chinese took up Cape Town with
enthusiasm, choosing their allotment of 230 participants and raising money
not only to pay their way but also to enable Christians from neighboring
countries to come. (The top four national groups providing financial support
to the congress were the U.S., China, South Korea, and India.)

Butas participants began to arrive in Cape Town, news came that Chinese
authorities were stopping delegates at the airport. Only a handful made it
to Cape Town, leaving a gaping hole in the second night’s program, which
was set aside to celebrate God’s work in Asia. “It’s like having the World
Cup and not having Brazil,” said Doug Birdsall, Lausanne’s executive chair.

Then came the shocking news that the conference’s website and links
to 600 GlobaLink sites in 92 countries had been attacked and shut down by
sophisticated hackers. In addition, a virus infected on-site computers and
slowed computer operations and Internet access to a crawl. It took two days
for officials to fully understand the situation. Providentially, two cousins
from Bangalore, India, had come to do volunteer 1t grunt work. They offered
their expertise and were able to set up systems to defend against the attacks.

China was strongly suspected of being behind the attacks. But certainty
is impossible, and Lausanne staff have been careful not to point fingers.
They do not want to make life more difficult for Christians in China or
create lasting antagonism toward the Lausanne Movement. “We want to be
peacemakers,” Birdsall said. “They may not understand the unstructured
nature of evangelicalism, let alone the Lausanne Movement. It’s hard for a
highly structured society to comprehend that we do not have any strategy
for any country in the world.”

Philemon Choi, an influential Hong Kong leader, told me that delegate
selection had been mishandled. “They chose all 230 delegates from the house
church and then invited the [officially recognized] Three-Self Church. That’s
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Love Language

The new Lausanne Covenant prods us to take
personal inventory. By David Neff

he 1974 Lausanne Covenant quickly became the defining theological document for
missions and evangelism—two things evangelical Christians care about most. That
statement, largely drafted by English pastor-theologian John R. W. Stott, was broad
because mission touches on everything from the nature of Christ to critical engagement
with cultures. But its most notable feature was a careful affirmation of the proper place of
sociopolitical involvement next to evangelism as a Christian duty. It carefully distinguished between
the two categories, but it held both to be “necessary expressions” of Christian belief.

Now comes the Cape Town Commitment, the first half of which deals with Christian belief. It
was fittingly crafted by Irish biblical scholar Christopher Wright, Stott’s successor as leader of the
Langham Partnership/John Stott Ministries.

In the spirit of the Covenant, the Commitment affirms not only deeds of mercy, but also
“solidarity and advocacy on behalf of the marginalized and oppressed.” But that is not what it will
be remembered for.

The most obvious difference from the previous statement is that the Commitment is organized
around the theme of love. Statements of belief invite us to mentally check off our agreement with
each article. This can reassure, allowing us to connect with our forebears in the faith as we recite a
creed or read a historic confession.

But the Cape Town Commitment is disturbingly organized as a series of properly ordered loves.
“We love because God first loved us,” “We love the living God,” “We love God the Father,” and so on,
through, “We love God’s World,” “We love the Gospel of God,” and “We love the mission of God.”

It is easy to mistake mental assent for faith. But introduce the language of love, and it forces me
to take an inventory of my passions and commitments. Thus, the Cape Town Commitment asks
what | have risked for the gospel lately, what | have done for love of neighbor, where my passion for
what touches the heart of God has transformed my life.

The Commitment also moves beyond the Covenant by showing that evangelical theology has
matured since 1974. It is missional, narrative, and more conscious of the early church’s theology.

It is missional: The year Stott drafted the Lausanne Covenant, Lesslie Newbigin, the retiring
Bishop of Madras, was returning home to England. It would be another 12 years before this godfather
of missional thinking published his keen insights into the nature of the church and its role in God’s
mission. The Covenant laid a foundation, but the Commitment benefits from 20 years of evangelical
interaction with Newbigin’s ideas. We no longer talk about our mission as if it were distinct from
God'’s mission in Christ. God himself is on a mission, and we participate in that mission.

It is narrative: The Covenant summarized its points in tidy statements. The Commitment frames
its points at length with the biblical story of rebellion and redemption. You might compare the 1974
document to the apostle Paul’'s more densely reasoned expositions, and the 2010 Commitment to
the apostles’ sermons in Acts. Those sermons rehearsed the saving work of God: the election of
Abraham’s descendants, their repeated failures, the Prophets’ warnings, and the fulfillment of God’s
promises in Jesus the Messiah.

Before Stott crafted the Lausanne Covenant, evangelical theologians were known for their
defense of “propositional truth” over against a “theology of encounter” that they claimed divorced
Christian faith from concrete history. Since 1974, evangelical theologians have been paying attention
to the narrative structure of theology. Robert Webber, for example, challenged evangelicals to frame
theology, church life, worship, evangelism, and spiritual formation by the biblical narrative. The goal
is to recognize that the propositions defended by evangelicalism’s founders have a fundamentally
narrative nature: they summarize the story of God’s rescue plan to reconcile the entire cosmos to
himself. This narrative approach and the Commitment’s language about the Atonement also reflect
the writings of key early church theologians.

Finally, the Commitment features a call to integrity and obedience paired with a corresponding
note of repentance. Near the end of the congress, Wright told the delegates that the greatest
obstacle to God’s mission is not persecution or other religions, but the disobedience of God’s own
people. He pointed to Christian leaders’ idolatry of power and pride, popularity and success, and
wealth and greed. He called them to stop frustrating God’s mission by instead living lives of
humility, integrity, and simplicity. This message is repeated in the Commitment, and it is this for
which the Commitment deserves to be remembered. &
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not how you do it. To repair the damage, we
must meet face-to-face.” Lausanne leaders
hope to visit China soon.

Despite these crises, Cape Town 2010’s
complex operations came off superbly.
Occupying a gleaming convention center
near Cape Town’s beautiful waterfront, the
tightly scheduled, fast-paced conference fully
integrated drama, dance, video, and art. “The
triumph of the conference,” said Calcutta
Assemblies of God pastor Ivan Satyavrata,
“was how it engaged all the senses.”

For many, the table groups were the most
significant innovation. The main hall was an
almost endless carpet of tables for six. Each
participant was assigned a group for the week,
carefully managed for diversity. One hundred
and fifty table groups were set by languages
other than English so that participants could
talk freely. Global diversity was an experiential
reality as table groups responded to Scripture
together and shared their reactions to key
issues. Many participants told me that table
groups were the innovation they appreciated
most; they only wished they had been given
more time to converse.

The high-tech program kept speakers on a
tight leash, provided a hailstorm of facts and
perspectives, and sometimes overwhelmed
participants with information they had little
time to reflect on. Never boring, it had the
downside of not allowing time and space for
some non-Western cultures to be themselves.
All congress presentations were in English,
the one language shared by all who were
providing simultaneous translation into seven
other languages. But some Latin American
and African speakers struggled to read
English scripts. Running translation would
have taken twice as long for the same content,
but would have let in more humanity.

I asked Femi Adeleye, a Ghanaian plenary
speaker, if the planning process had been
representative of the global participation. “‘No’
would be my honest answer,” he said. “Planning
hasbeen mostly Western. They sent us the plan,
but the template was already established. We
could only influence the margins.”

Ruth Padilla DeBorst, a Latin American
who gave one of the morning Bible
expositions, felt similarly. “This was their
program, and we attended. It should be
ours, if this is the global church. Technology
became the driving force.”

Nevertheless, speakers
continents gave wonderful daily expositions

from five



The main hall was an almost endless carpet of tables for six. Many
participants said the table groups were the innovation they appreciated
most; they only wished they had been given more time to converse.

of Ephesians. Others shared amazing
testimonies. Eighteen-year-old Sung Kyung
Ju told of her determination to witness for
Christin her native North Korea, even though
her father, a former high-ranking official,
evidently gave his life doing the same. Libby
Little read notes for a devotional talk from the
bloodstained notebook of her husband, Tom,
who was murdered August 5 alongside nine
other aid workers in Afghanistan.
Naturally there were grumblings. While
John Piper was a favorite expositor for many,

others resented his importing controversy
over eternal suffering into an Ephesians text
that had nothing to do with it. Some regretted
that N. T. Wright was not invited to speak,
sensing an underlying attempt to steer the
evangelical movement toward a particular
kind of theology. Arnold Van Heusden, until
recently head of the Evangelical Alliance
in the Netherlands, thought he detected a
defensive note in the program.

Others saw just the opposite. Cape Town
2010 included several strong pleas for women’s

equal participation in ministry, and featuring
Padilla DeBorst as a Bible expositor was a
seminal event. Strikingly, evangelicalism’s
past debates over evangelism taking priority
over service seemed finished. Speaker after
speaker emphasized how integrally the two
are related in witness.

Cape Town 2010 provided no theological
or missiological breakthroughs. It did,
however, provide something Lausanne
international director Lindsay Brown hoped
for: a ringing affirmation of the uniqueness
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of Christ, the authority of the Bible, and
the imperative of world evangelization. “I
think there’s been slippage,” he told me
as the conference began. But slippage was
hard to detect in participants’ enthusiasm for
traditional evangelical affirmations.

THE CAPE TOWN COMMITMENT
“We didn’t want a jamboree of evangelical
triumphalism,” said Christopher Wright,
international director for Langham Partner-
ship/John Stott Ministries. In astirring address,
Wright compared in detail the state of the
church today and the church in the generations
before Luther. “What is the greatest obstacle
to God’s mission in the world?” Wright asked.
“Itis not other religions or a resistant culture.
Our idolatry is the single biggest obstacle to
world mission. We are a scandal, a stumbling
block to the mission of God. Reformation is the
desperate need of our day, and it must start with
us. If we want to change the world, we must
first change our world.” He called for a new
reformation beginning within evangelicalism.
Participants devoted much of Saturday
to repentance and prayer as they responded

TEEMING DIVERSITY

to Wright’s call to reflect on the movement’s
lack of humility, integrity, and simplicity.

That same day, Lausanne leadership
released part one of the Cape Town
Commitment, a statement of belief written
by a committee headed by Wright. The
committee will complete the second part
in the weeks after the congress, and aims to
express commitment to action.

Part one is long—16 pages of theology—
but beautifully expressive at many points.
Notably, the commitment is framed as a
covenant of love: God’s love for us, and our
consequent love for him and for the world.
“Near the beginning of drafting,” Wright told
me, “I asked John Stott what he thought of
that approach. He approved. ‘Evangelicals
usually write statements that affirm or deny,
but this is the language of love.””

Fittingly, the commitment’s framework
became part of Cape Town 2010’s final
communion service, so that participants
“owned” it through worship rather than a
signing ceremony.

In the most famous line from the 1910
Edinburgh Conference, Indian Bishop V. S.

Azariah thanked Western missionaries for
all that they had brought but asked for one
more thing: “Give us friends,” he said.

Cape Town 2010 suggested that Azariah’s
plea hasbeen answered. Both in Lausanne’s
diverse leadership and in the congress’s
everyday mingling, it was hard to overlook
the genuine love and personal appreciation.
Partnership is a step further, and the congress
suggested we are only partway there. The
diverse sides are still learning how to plan and
work together. Cape Town 2010 provided
part of the learning process.

“We have a global mission,” said
Satyavrata, “and I think it’s important to
have one moment in 20 years for people to
come together in one room and see what each
other look and talk like.”

“Evangelicalism has exploded,” Birdsall
told me. “But it has also fragmented. We
needed something to bring us together.” &
Tim Stafford is a senior writer for Christianity
Today. To read the Cape Town Commitment, go
to Conversation.Lausanne.org/en/conversations/
detail/11544.

“With his astute and judicious handling of sources never
before available, Dan Crawford makes a compelling case
for including his father, Percy Crawford, in the inner circle
of the most influential fundamentalist leaders. 4 Thirst for
Souls has significantly deepened my understanding of

twentieth-century evangelicalism.”

—Randall Balmer, author of The Making of Evangelicalism

“...beautifully written, carefully researched, and absolutely

fascinating.”

“Finally, a full-length, scholarly biography of Percy
Crawtord is now available...will ensure that he and Ruth
get the recognition they deserve for their great and creative
contribution to American Christianity.”

—Robert Shuster, Billy Graham Archives Center

“This forthright and very balanced account creates a picture

that is both subjectively captivating and objectively

convincing...”

—Friedhelm Radandt, President Emeritus, The King’s College

—Garth Rosell, Professor of Church History, Gordon-Conwell

Theological Seminary
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Who has been winning souls and

planting churches among unreached
@ tribes and nations in the jungles and

mountains of Latin America?

Who provides financial
support for indigenous

@ evangelistic missions in
Latin America?

Q. How is Christian Aid financed?

A. Christian Aid is supported entirely by
freewill gifts and offerings from Bible-
believing, missionary-minded Christians,
churches and organizations.

Q. Do indigenous missions in other
countries also need our financial help?

A. Christian Aid is in communication with
more than 4000 indigenous missions, some
based in almost every unevangelized coun-
try on earth. They have over 200,000 mis-
sionaries in need of support. All Christians

>«

who believe in Christ’s “Great Commission”

are invited to join hands with Christian Aid
in finding help for thousands of native mis-
sionaries who are now out on the fields of
the world with no promise of regular finan-
cial support.

Native missionaries
trained and sent out by

® indigenous evangelistic
ministries.

Since 1953 Christian Aid Mission has

been sending financial help to indigenous
@ Bible institutes and missionary ministries

throughout all of Latin America.

For more than 50 years Christian Aid has been sending
financial help to indigenous evangelistic ministries based in
unevangelized countries. More than 740 ministries are now
being assisted in Asia, Africa, Latin America and Eastern Europe.
They deploy over 75,000 native missionaries who are spreading
the gospel of Christ among unreached people within more
than 3000 different tribes and nations. Most are in countries
where Americans are not allowed to go as missionaries.

Christian Aid Mission
P.0O.Box 9037
Charlottesville, VA 22906

Christian

434-977-5650
www.christianaid.org

Aid
... because

we love the brethren.

When you contact Christian Aid, ask
for a free copy of Dr. Bob Finley’s
285 page book, REFORMATION IN
FOREIGN MISSIONS.

58:098 CT




Youth with a

In its first 50 years, YWAM has deployed four million workers in 240 countries.

HIS JULY, monsoon rains pounded Pakistan
and created an unprecedented crisis in the
country, submerging one-fifth of its landmass
under water, killing more than 2,000 people,
and leaving 20 million injured or homeless
and facing the threat of starvation and disease.

Among the hundreds of faith-based, secular, and
government relief groups that responded, one evangelical
organization not usually recognized for emergency relief
took quick action at the local and global level.

Youth With a Mission (ywam) is known more for its
volunteer short-term missions trips and student discipleship
than for humanitarian work. But in Karachi, the capital of
Sindh Province, students enrolled in ywawm’s Discipleship
Training School and staff nationwide mobilized immediately.
Within two months, 10 short-term ywam response teams
were on the ground in Pakistan, distributing medicine and
clothing and taking food packets by donkey to remote villages
where other relief groups had few connections.

After the flooding, Lis Cochrane, a former ywawm field
leader for South Central Asia, worked her contacts in the
United States. She convinced youth groups, college students,
and business owners to contribute funds for 100,000 water
filters, as requested by desperate Pakistani government
officials.

“We’re bringing a message that God loves them and we
want to help them,” says the 48-year-old Swiss-American,
who in 1985 was jailed in Nepal for preaching while on
assignment with ywam.

ywawm, launched half a century ago by Loren Cunningham
in his parents’ garage, is active in 180 nations, making it one
of the world’s most widely dispersed evangelical missions
groups. ywamers, as members call themselves, undertake an
enormous range of ministries: caring for Chechen refugees
living in Poland; rebuilding Burmese villages after Cyclone
Nargis; sharing the gospel through sports at the rira World
Cup in Cape Town; sheltering the children of prostitutes
in Pune, India; and distributing Bibles in Patagonia on the
southern tip of South America.

Steve Douglass, president of Campus Crusade for Christ
International, calls Cunningham “a person who pursued
the scope of the Great Commission and who embodies the
Great Commission by going to every country in the world.

JORDAN HILL / GENESIS PHOTOS
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@
By John W. Kennedy
in Kailua-Kona, Hawaii

Now it sets its sights on 152 remaining unreached people groups.




I don’t know anyone else who has done
that.” Indeed, since its inception, ywam has
deployed more than four million people on
outreach projects in 240 countries (some of
which no longer exist as sovereign states).
ywam’s 50th anniversary celebrations will
culminate at its headquarters in Kailua-Kona,
Hawaii, November 29 to December 4. This
year, Cunningham and his wife, Darlene,
participated in 43 regional celebrations,
including in Nepal and Mongolia, where
Christians attempting outreach face
significant legal and cultural barriers.

VOICE IN THE DESERT
ywam is facing new challenges in a leadership
transition and in its ongoing mission of world
evangelization. This year, while Cunningham,
75, celebrates his 50 years of ministry with
a capstone global tour, the ministry’s top
leaders chart the organization’s next steps.

The reserved Cunningham rarely consents
to interviews. But in July he sat down for
two days with Christianity Today in Kona,
talking at length about ywam’s past, present,
and future.

Cunningham’s accomplishments cannot
be grasped without considering the gamble
he took four years into the ministry, and a
dramatic incident that followed. Overseas
missions in the 1960s
were top-down and
slow-to-innovate enter-
prises, and outreach
across denominational
boundaries was infre-

Butin 1964, Cunningham

decided to leave the relatively safe cocoon of
the Assemblies of God by opening ywam to
all denominations.

Denominational officials believed that
Cunningham had proven himself with his
idea of leading youth on short-term mission
trips. They offered him a good salary, a desk
job in the executive suite at headquarters in
Missouri, and a small staff. But they told him
he had to limit mission trips to once a month
and involve only teens from the Pentecostal
fellowship.

Instead, Cunningham resigned, unwilling
to compromise on the vision he believed
God had given him eight years earlier:
millions of evangelistic young people from
all denominations crashing like waves onto
the shores of every continent.
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Emergency Supplies: YWAM’s Saira Peter (second
from right) and her students deliver food to the
flood-damaged Sindh Province, Pakistan.

He struck out on his own with Darlene,
then his wife of one year. They left the
denominational headquarters in Missouri
to drive to California to speak at a church.
AsDarlene drove the van across the Arizona
desert, Loren drifted to sleep. Then a tire
blew. The van rolled three times, throwing
the couple from the vehicle.

‘YWAM'’s goal is to focus on where we are
not. We’re intentionally trying to go to the
least-reached areas, where medical needs,
povertly, and illiteracy are the greatest.’
quent and problematic. ~[David Joel Hamilton, vice president for strategic innovation

When Cunningham came to, he caught
sight of his wife’s limp body and rushed to
cradle her. He found no pulse. Blood and tears
streamed down his face into Darlene’s open,
glassy eyes. He suddenly felt there never
would be a greater time of testing. He says
he clearly heard God ask, “Loren, do you still
want to serve me?”

He wondered what he would have left to
live for if his wife died, but he said, “Okay,
God. Whatever it takes. I give you my life.”
He then prayed for Darlene, and she started
gasping for breath. She recovered fully.

Ever since, Cunningham has not lost a
deep trust in God, which has sustained him
through everything from flying in an airplane
with no gas in a Togo jungle to simultaneous
battles with hepatitis and malaria in Chad.
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DISCIPLESHIP SCHOOL

With a volunteer force topping 20,000—
and more than 50 percent non-Western—
one of ywam’s greatest ongoing challenges
is discipleship training. Each volunteer
regardless of nationality, race, denomination,
or age must attend a six-month Discipleship
Training School (D1s).

One of these schools is located in Kona,
on Hawaii’s Big Island. University of the
Nations sits on 110 acres encompassed by
palm trees on a hill over-
looking the Pacific Ocean.
Mynas squawk loudly at
sunrise. Geckos dart across
the sidewalks. A cruise ship
is docked in the harbor
below. Often classes are
held outdoors in the tem-
perate climate.

Since 1969, the number of ywam par-
ticipants has grown at an annual rate of about
13 percent. Each of the 50 flagpoles at the
Kona fountain entrance has a different flag,
representing the nationalities of students on
campus. About 1,100 short-term missionaries
are sent out from the campus each year,
and 60 of them go on to become long-term
missionaries.

Students study the Bible, learn about
cross-cultural missions, and pray. Cunning-
ham, who still spends most of his time
teaching, leads classes at Kona. “Loren is
a superb raconteur who can leave young
minds spellbound in rapt attention,” says
Don Stephens, who served as a ywam senior
leader for three decades. Cunningham
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teaches students to seek God’s voice and then
obey, even if resources aren’t visibly present.
For decades he has taught thatif aleader and
student pray about a situation and hear from
the Holy Spirit, a consensus will be evident.
In this way, for four decades Cunningham
hasbeen teaching what leaders Francis Chan,
Reggie McNeal, and David Platt stress today.

Students view Cunningham as an
approachable patriarch—a tidier version of
Will Geer as Grandpa Walton. Unassuming,
soft-spoken, and whimsical, he is a man
whom 20-year-olds are comfortable
approaching for hugs.

University of the Nations offers more than
the six-month discipleship training course,
and its academic ministry reaches beyond
Hawaii. The university has 500 campuses
in 138 locations. Those earning
bachelor’s or master’s degrees
in everything from counseling to
linguistics must study on at least
two continents. The university
uses the modular approach,
offering intensive focus on a topic
followed by hands-on experience
in the field. Instructors are
volunteers and experts in their
fields, and have included author
and journalist David Aikman.

(The university has not sought
accreditation in the U.S.)

EARLY DIFFICULTIES

Some ywam leaders describe

Darlene, who, like her husband,

is the child of an Assemblies of

God pastor, as the translator

of the vision. The enthusiastic,

feisty, and energetic 71-year-old

preaches and teaches leadership

development around the world

and has a knack for spotting talent.
According to Darlene, the most difficult

period in ywam’s history started in 1973,

when the ministry was forced to forfeit

$100,000 that had been deposited on a ship.

Leaders had planned to use the money for

ministry. Cunningham says the episode

was a costly lesson in the importance of

integrity and honesty, and the dangers of

being overconfident and self-reliant. “We had

taken the Lord’s glory and put it on a vessel,”

Cunningham says, choking up in recalling

the confession and repentance that followed.
By 1978, ywam inaugurated Mercy

YOUTH WITH A PASSION

Ministries, which developed a fleet of ships
serving as floating hospitals to provide food,
medical supplies, and dental care. Stephens,
who took a trip with ywam to the Bahamas
at age 18 in 1964, oversaw the process of
turning a former luxury liner into ywam’s
first hospital ship 32 years ago. Mercy Ships
functioned as an independent entity under
ywawm until it split off in 2002, when ywam
directors sensed it had grown too large.
That lack of possessiveness has earned
Cunningham respect among mission
agencies, most of which have ywam alumni
in their ranks. “We train up some and they
go elsewhere,” Cunningham says. “ywawm is
like a bridge: easy to get on and easy to get
off. It’s not to be a cul-de-sac to trap people.”
Sometimes the opposite occurs when

a smaller ministry comes
under ywam’s umbrella.
Melody Green brought Last
Days Ministries under that
umbrella after the death of her singer-
songwriter husband, Keith, in a 1982 plane
crash. “ywam is my tribe,” Green, 64, says.
“These are the people who have walked with
me through life.”

In the early years, Cunningham endured
criticism that “thrill-seeking” Western youth
and unqualified nationals interfered with
the work of career missionaries trained
in the West. “In 1960, the whole missions
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Fire Starter: Loren and Darlene
Cunningham at an anniversary
celebration with the theme,
“The Flame Goes Forward.”

movement was based on a white man going
to non-white people,” Cunningham says. He
recalls being privately rebuked by a veteran
American missionary serving in Nigeria in
1961 because Cunningham had told a group
of Nigerian nationals that they too could be
missionaries.

At the time, short-term missions seemed
outside the box, but Cunningham believed
that Jesus implemented the technique by
sending out disciples on brief excursions.
Mission leaders in the early 1960s also told
Cunningham that young missionaries should
be paid by their sending organization so
they could be held accountable, something
they felt young people especially needed.
Cunningham insisted that youth needed to
raise their own support, noting that “Joseph,

Daniel, David, and John
Mark were all teenagers.”

“Critics see Loren as
just a dreamer—but so was
Joseph,” says ywam’s international president,
John Dawson.

Nooneinywavm—including Cunningham—
is paid. Each ywam employee raises his or
her own funds, and some have left lucrative
careers to serve on staff. Cunningham, who
draws Social Security, is backed by 15 donor
couples and says he lives on less than six
figures. Cunningham signed over to the
mission the royalties from his 1984 book, I's
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That Really You, God?, which recounts the
early years of ywam and has been published
in 115 languages.

GROWTH THROUGH INNOVATION
Summer-long short-term mission trips,
Olympics outreach, and ship-based medical
care are just some of ywam’s innovations.
Miriam Adeney, professor of world
Christian studies and author of Kingdom
Without Borders: The Untold Story of Global
Christianity, says ywaum is “doing the whole
gamut of witness, discipling, and serving
the poor and oppressed, especially in doing

integrated holistic com-
munity development.” For
example, in Colombia, Enith
Diaz started ywam Medellin
15 years ago to provide shelter and basic
health care to displaced families. Since then,
the outreach has grown to provide grief
counseling, agricultural training, and public
health programs. During a recent clinic in a
village, the medical team treated 1,000 people
in four days.

David Joel Hamilton, vice president for
strategic innovation at Kona, says ywam
works in three main areas: evangelism,
training, and mercy ministries. These are
built around Mark 16:15 and Matthew 28:18-
20, with the goals of personal redemption
and social transformation. The more
groundbreaking the ministry, the better,
says Hamilton, who has been with ywam
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Crossing Cultures: A YwAM
student in Fiji engages girls
in conversation during a
recent outreach program.
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for 33 years. Leaders focus on what they
call the seven spheres of society: the family,
economics, government, religion, education,
media, and “celebration,” which includes the
arts, entertainment, and sports.

Media arts and production have grown
rapidly. On the Kona campus, Cunningham’s
39-year-old son, David, runs the Global
Virtual Studio film institute, which can link
to 100 locations using high-definition video.

David has been a film director on
Hollywood movies for Disney and 20th
Century Fox. But he also networks with
ywam graduates and interns to produce inde-

pendent nonprofit projects. One
film focused on rebuilding efforts
in Haiti, another on changing laws
in Brazil that tolerate infanticide
among remote tribes. A synchronized
editing process allows a film to be made with
volunteer talent for a fraction of the cost of
a traditionally produced feature film.

Virginia native Morgan Perry joined ywam
directly out of high school for a three-month
program as a first step to studying filmmaking
in Los Angeles or New York. Instead, she
graduated from University of the Nations in
September after working in an orphanage
in Thailand and studying photography in
Switzerland.

Asaclass project, the articulate and poised
Perry took the lead in publishing Sex + Money,
abook about students’ efforts to assist victims
of sex trafficking in 20 nations. Following
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that, Perry has been producing a feature-
length documentary, visiting 25 states and
conducting 70 interviews with victims, federal
agents, and lawmakers. By January she hopes
toembark on a cross-country distribution tour.

“I'm doing what I always dreamed of
doing, but it happened when I was still in
school,” says Perry, who hasbeen interviewed
as a sex trafficking expert by cNN. “ywam
took me around the world.”

SURVIVING CONTROVERSY
From its earliest years, ywam has been linked
to controversy. Gregory Robertson, who
served on ywaw’s staff from 1973 to 1979 in
Germany and California, says he experienced
abusive and manipulative shepherding tactics.
Some students and staff who disagreed with
overseers were viewed as rebellious against
God or demon-possessed, Robertson says.
In December 2007, cult allegations
surfaced. At a ywawm facility in Arvada,
Colorado, Matthew Murray, who had

With a volunteer
force topping
20,000—and more
than 50 percent
non-Western—one

of ywam's greatest
ongoing challenges is
discipleship training.

attended discipleship training there, shot and
killed two ywam volunteers. In the intense
media spotlight, an anonymous source was
quoted who likened ywawm training to “cult
mind-controlling techniques.”

At an international gathering in the late
1970s, Cunningham says, ywam leaders
repented of a “spirit of religious controversy”
for trying to win arguments. He has refused
to debate critics ever since.

“Of course we are not a cult,” says ywam
international chairman Lynn Green. “Talk
to our many friends—Campus Crusade,
Wrycliffe, Operation Mobilization—about
our credibility.”

ywam has been branded as heretical for
some of its teachings. Author and Cornwall
Alliance founder Cal Beisner has criticized
the group for promoting moral government
theology—the belief that God doesn’t know
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what choices humans will make.

Cunningham says, “We have never denied
the infinite knowledge of God.”

What perturbs detractors, such as
parachurch ministry watchdog Rick A.
Ross, is ywam’s decentralized structure,
which he and others claim leads to a lack
of accountability in finances and theology.
Finances and legal structures are handled at
the local level at 1,400 bases. Local boards
usually include pastors.

“We don’tdictate how to finance something
in Mozambique or Mali,” Cunningham says.
“They have to make their own decisions.”

Others see ywawm’s decentralized struc-
ture—marked by having no headquarters—as
shrewd stewardship for avoiding a layer of
salaried bureaucracy. Funds given to ywam
must be designated for a specific worker,
campus, or project.

ywam cultivates team leadership even at
the highest levels. Dawson, a New Zealander,
has been international president since 2001.
He is considered a presiding elder of the
seven-member Global Leadership Team
(which includes Loren and Darlene) rather
than a primary director of a legal entity. The
ad hoc network is held together by relational,
not legal, dynamics, Dawson says.

“Accountability comes from intimacy,
not organizational structure,” says Dawson,
58. The international board holds the line
on vision and values, but has no decision-
making power on spending or allocation
of resources. Local pastors and business
leaders create accountability pressure in
rare cases of sexual or financial misdeeds.

“If something goes wrong with us locally,
local people will step in and correct—and even
rebuke—the people bearing the ywam name,”
Dawson says. “That corrective mechanism has
proven to be very powerful.”

But starting in 2010, those corrective
mechanisms are undergoing a new test
in a Swedish courtroom. According to
state allegations, former Western Europe
ywam leaders Kristian Westergard and
Eric Spruyt were key players in Nordic
Capital Investments, a firm that allegedly
defrauded Christian investors, including
ywaMm volunteers, through a Ponzi scheme
involving tens of millions of dollars. The
verdict in Sweden is due before year’s end.
Other investigations in the Netherlands and
Austria are under way.

Green told cr, “They preyed on people

in the Christian community. Some people of
Youth With a Mission were victims of that.
It’s a regrettable thing.”

REACHING THE UNENGAGED

These days Cunningham is most excited
about fulfilling the Great Commission. A
decade ago, ywam, Campus Crusade, and
eight other ministries convened an informal
association known as Table 71, named after
the place where they first gathered at the
Amsterdam 2000 evangelism conference.
Table 71 members are devoted to bringing the
gospel to hundreds of “unreached, unengaged
people groups.”

Indeed, ywam has seg-
mented the world into 4,000
geopolitical units based on
evenly distributed populations.
“Our goal is to focus on where
we are not,” Hamilton says.
“We’re intentionally trying to
go to the least-reached areas,
where medical needs, poverty,
andilliteracy are the greatest.”

ywam likewise is involved
in another Great Commission—
fulfilling movement, Call2All
The networking movement
was spearheaded by Campus
Crusade founder Bill Bright
but now is led by ywam’s
Mark Anderson. Only three
years ago, Cunningham says, 639 unengaged,
unreached people groups (each with a
population of 100,000 or more) existed.
That number has been reduced to 152, says
Cunningham, thanks to 4,000 Call2All
missionaries planting 14,000 churches in the
past three years.

ywaM is able to enter countries closed
to evangelists and pastors because students
simultaneously work as preschool teachers
and physicians, among other professions.

Cunningham’s 65-year-old sister, Janice
Rogers, lives at the base in Lindale, Texas,
and is co-author of his five books. She says
her brother’s influence cannot be taken for
granted. “When the first generation of leaders
is gone, when there is realignment, we have
to make sure we don’t move away from the
Word of the Lord,” Rogers says.

“What I like about the spirit of ywam
is being willing to charge hell with a squirt
gun, that go-for-it mentality,” Douglass says.
“When there is so much to criticize in this
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age, [Cunningham] stands out as someone
who is an encourager.”

Geoff Tunnicliffe, international director of
the World Evangelical Alliance, notes that it
is commonplace now for career missionaries
to have short-term missions experience
first. “ywam has given opportunities for
ministry to people who would not have
been given the same opportunity in many
other organizations,” says Tunnicliffe. “They
have brought together people from many
denominations.”

ywamers might have a Lutheran bent in
Norway, a Presbyterian emphasis in South

Diverse Support: Corrie Ten Boom and Brother Andrew were
strong supporters of YWAM in the early years and spoke at its
training events.

Korea, and Anglican sensibilities in England,
and the ranks include Baptists and Catholics,
Calvinists and Arminians, charismatics and
anti-charismatics.

George 0. Wood, general superintendent
of the Assemblies of God, notes that few if
any denominations would have approved of
Cunningham’s unconventional approach 50
years ago. But in hindsight, that risk-taking
and innovation has proved to be a global
blessing, he says.

“We could have profited greatly by a
different decision being made in the 1960s,”
says Wood, 69. “In the providence of God,
when the door didn’t open for the Assemblies
of God to embrace the program, Loren took
it inter-denominationally.

“That was a good move.” L
John W. Kennedy is a CT contributing editor
based in Springfield, Missouri, and news editor
of Today’s Pentecostal Evangel, the weekly
magazine of the Assemblies of God.
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E HAVE LEARNED a lot since
God humbled Job by daring him
to comprehend how Orion and the
Pleiades held together. But some
scientists and philosophers say our
idea of the universe is still too small
for the infinite mind of God.

“Creation is more vast than we’ve
ever understood,” says Gerald Cleaver, a physics professor at
Baylor University. “We as humans have gone through stages,

understanding reality to be much larger than it was before.”
We first expanded our understanding of the cosmos from
a single planet with an intriguing, sparkling sky overhead, to a
system of planets circling the sun, then to a galaxy of stars. Now
we know that our galaxy, comprising a hundred billion stars, is
one part of a universe that includes immense superstructures
containing thousands of galaxies—“Great Walls,” astronomers
call them, millions of light-years across. Imagining this expanse

shames some of our finest minds into Job-

properties of strings had created five competing string theories.
Princeton University’s Edward Witten came up with a way to
stitch them together, but the result was not really a “string”
theory anymore. A new, single theory arose, called M-Theory,
which remains so sketchy that theorists don’t agree on what
the M stands for. It might be membrane.

In the old string-theory days, many theorists had come to
believe that space had ten dimensions—the three directions that
we see, with time as a fourth dimension, then six curled-up
spatial directions that are too small to see unless you happen to
be a string. M-Theory added an eleventh dimension, in which
a lot seemed to be going on. In addition to one-dimensional
strings, the eleventh dimension revealed multi-dimensional
objects dubbed membranes (branes for short). Hidden from
us with our three-dimensional perception, branes could be as
small as a string or as large as a universe. In fact, some have
suggested that our universe is a massive brane inside a much
larger reality.

The violin metaphor doesn’t really seem

like awe. Cleaver and others believe we
might have to widen our view yet again.
“The vastness of reality makes me
appreciate the vastness of the Creator,”
says Robin Collins, a philosophy professor
at Messiah College in Pennsylvania. “I come
into contact with it through just thinking
about the universe itself. It serves as sort

to encapsulate all this. But if experiments
prove it accurate, M-Theory might solve
several technical problems that have
previously kept scientists from creating
a unified “Theory of Everything.” At the
moment, M-Theory is the best chance
scientists have for arriving at a complete
picture of the universe. Some M-Theorists,

of an icon for me.”

Cleaver included, think ultimately it will

Cleaver and Collins say we might have
a clearer answer than ever to God’s later,
more basic question for Job: Do you know
the laws of the heavens? (38:33).

Cleaver works in a branch of theoretical
physics called string theory, specifically
M-Theory—the same theory that gives
physicist and cosmologist Stephen Hawking
the confidence, in his recent book with

take us even further: that our entire
universe—planets, stars, Great Walls,
and all—is just a “bubble” on an ocean of
existence covered with many more like it.

ABOVE THE HEAVENS
These aren’t Star Trek-style mirror
universes, in which duplicates of each

Leonard Mlodinow, The Grand Design,
to declare philosophy dead and God
unnecessary.

“To me [M-Theory] offers a Christian
God whose creative ability is much larger than we ever could
imagine before,” Cleaver says.

makes biblical sense.

THEY BROKE GOD’S VIOLIN
At first, string theory at its simplest had a lyrical—or at least
musical—explanation. Every particle in the universe was a tiny,
one-dimensional string, and different particles existed because
of the different ways a string could vibrate. Physicists say that,
just as different vibrations produce different notes on a violin
or cello, the vibrations of a string could produce an electron,
a quark, a neutrino, and so on. That, the theory said, was how
the universe worked.

Those were the days. By the mid-1990s, debates over the exact

God of the Infinities: Physicist Cleaver
and philosopher Collins believe M-Theory

one of us live on parallel Earths where
Hitler won the war or the Twin Towers
never fell. The multiverse made possible
in M-Theory predicts an incredibly diverse
array of possible universes with different
sets of physical laws—maybe as many as 10°°° possible realities.
We likely cannot ever reach them, and only a few would be
hospitable to human life. Some suggest that universes are
continually created, and maybe destroyed, as branes collide
with one another.

According to Hawking, the multiverse eliminates the need
for God. “M-Theory predicts that a great many universes were
created out of nothing,” he writes in The Grand Design. “Their
creation did not require the intervention of some supernatural
being or god. Rather, these multiple universes arise naturally
from physical law.”

But Collins says Hawking can’t escape God that easily: If the
universe arose from the laws of physics, then who designed the
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laws of physics? Why does the multiverse
work the way it does? Trying to apply science
to the question of God, Collins said, “is where
scientists are way overstepping their area of

competence.”
“One of the problems with those
arguments is it really puts God . . . in a

very small box,” Cleaver says. “It portrays
God as someone who can only fill in the
gaps that science can’t explain. As theists,

CHRIST OF THE KLINGONS

we need to perceive God as the primary
source, the fundamental laws of physics as
the secondary.”

To Cleaver, M-Theory’s multiverse, with
its dizzying variety, unending moments of
new creation, and perhaps infinite scope,
makes perfect sense as the work of “a God of
the infinities, who creates eternally.” If God
is truly eternal, infinite, and self-consistent,
Cleaver wrote in a 2006 paper, “We should

expect God to create eternally and infinitely,
ornotat all.”

A scientist stepping on philosophy’s
turf? Maybe. But Collins expressed similar
thoughts.

“Paul says in Romans 1 that creation
manifests the eternal attributes of God—
God’s eternal and infinite power,” Collins
says. “You may expect an infinitely creative
being to create more than one universe—
in fact, many, and maybe more kinds of
realities.”

THE LION, THE KLINGON, AND THE
CARPENTER’S SON

Once again, speculative fiction writers
are way ahead of scientists. C. S. Lewis’s
Chronicles of Narnia includes one of
the classic depictions of a multiverse in
Western literature. The protagonists of The
Magician’s Nephew (1955) stumble into the
Wood Between the Worlds, a quiet forest full
of pools through which they can enter not
just Earth and Narnia but countless universes
stretching off into the distance. In the course
of the story, the heroes see an old universe
destroyed and a new one created—and meet
the one Lord over all of them. And at the end
of The Voyage of the Dawn Treader (1952),
Aslan tells Edmund and Lucy, “You must
begin to come close to your own world now.
... There I have another name. You must
learn to know me by that name.”

If God did create multiple universes,
Collins and Cleaver claim, he likely populated
more than one.

“T've always had problems perceiving the
infinite God that we believe in [as] creating
life in just one spot,” Cleaver says. “Over the
entire past and future of humankind, there’ll
probably be no more than a few hundred
billion humans to interact with God on this
earth. That is a finite number that does not
make consistent theological sense to me.”

Collins is intrigued by the possibility of a
Messiah with two or more—even a million—
faces. Since the Council of Chalcedon in a.p.
451, orthodox Christian theology has drawn
a distinction between the divine nature and
the human nature in the single person of
Christ. There is no reason, Collins believes,
that Christ’s divine nature could not unite
with other incarnational forms.

“Who’s going to redeem the Klingons?
And theyre very much in need of
redemption, as we know from various



To Cleaver, M-Theory’s multiverse, with its
dizzying variety, unending moments of new
creation, and perhaps infinite scope, makes
perfect sense as the work of ‘a God of the
infinities, who creates eternally.’

Star Trek series,” Collins quips. “God the
Son, being infinite as he is, could take on
the Klingon nature, human nature—you
know, a Klingon version of Jesus. ... So the
traditional formula, which is the standard
orthodoxy, is actually very compatible with
the multiverse idea.”

Whether or not we discover a multiverse,
Cleaver wants to see the church address the
idea of life elsewhere.

“The Catholic Church is far ahead of the
Protestant churches on this,” Cleaver says.
“The Catholic Church had a conference
on the possibility of life elsewhere in the
universe within the past few years and invited
both leading theologians and scientists. The
Protestant churches should be doing the
same thing.”

WHEN THE UNIVERSES SANG
Theoretical physicists like Cleaver spend
time in the land of possibly and potentially.
Experiments are in the works at places like
Europe’s Large Hadron Collider that might
possibly determine the truth of M-Theory.
A large number of scientists doubt that
M-Theory is anything more than a collection
of fascinating but fictional equations. And
even if M-Theory is correct, that doesn’t
guarantee a multiverse.

Collins and Cleaver remind us that we
serve a God who is easily capable of holding
10°®° universes in the palm of his hand.

“The beauty of it suggests that this is the
true picture of reality,” Cleaver says. “The
beauty of a theory is extremely important.”

That’s not just Cleaver the Christian

talking. It’s also Cleaver the physicist: “The
aesthetics of the mathematics helps us to
choose what we think is the more correct
theory. The more unifying a theory is, the
more beautiful the mathematics are, the
more likely that it is true. That is a universal
concept among scientists.”

“The universe is structured for beauty
and elegance,” Collins says, noting Paul
Dirac, a famously nonreligious physicist,
who said in 1963, “It is more important
to have beauty in one’s equations than to
have them fit [an] experiment. ... If one is
working from the point of view of getting
beauty in one’s equations, and if one has
really a sound insight, one is on a sure line
of progress.”

“To me, that is showing the beauty and the
order in the creative nature of God,” Cleaver
says. “It allows us to expect science to reveal
physical truth to us, that the universe—or
the multiverse—is not just some random
existence that happens to be.” )
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HILE ON ROUNDS ONE MORNING, my
brother Matt, an oncologist at a research
hospital, consulted with a man in his mid-

40s who had an inoperable brain tumor. The
patient had a prior history with cancer that he
had lived with for years, but now was accosted by
abrain tumor that eventually would take his life.

“T know you need to talk to me about my options,” the dying
man said, “and 'm willing to undergo the chemo. But I most want
to return to the West, watch the sunsets, and enjoy my family with
the time that’s left.” He then talked about his faith in Christ as if my
brother needed conversion.

Minutes later, Matt walked a dozen steps to his next patient, a
woman in her mid-80s who had just received news of reoccurring,
metastatic cancer. “I've never seen so much anxiety in a patient,”
said Matt. “Her eyes were wild with panic.”

Age, of course, does not necessarily correlate with heroism or
stoicism at the breaking news of the end of your story. I’d like to think
that the older I get, though, the deeper I am becoming spiritually—i.e.,
that T am growing more like Christ. The middle-aged patient seemed
to possess a reality of faith beyond intellectual assent to its truths
and a couple decades of church and Bible study. I wonder what my
level of anxiety—and faith in the goodness of God—would be on the
drive home after a visit with my oncologist. It’s sobering enough to
remember that every year, as poet W. S. Merwin once observed, I
pass unaware the anniversary of my death.

Have I made any real spiritual progress over the past 30 years
of faith?

For many, the blossoming of faith coincides with their teens or
20s. It’s the phase of life when everything is fresh and full of my
potential to transform the world for Christ. It’s the years of short-
term mission trips and earnest decisions for Christian service and
long conversations about a life of significance. In suburban America,
much of what 16th-century Spanish monk John of the Cross called
the “beginner years” of faith correspond to life’s early milestones:
high school, college, marriage, and children.

But sometime after age 30, the steep learning curve plateaus, and
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When the ‘beginner years’
have passed, what does
spiritual maturity look like?
By Dave L. Goetz
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WELCOMING LIMITS

the markers of spiritual growth are less pronounced. The language of
faith is not fresh anymore (much like life itself). Once I've sung the
most contemporary choruses in church for a decade or so, studied
the Bible, changed a few diapers in the toddler room, and ministered
to the imprisoned, the culture of faith feels comfy, like the friendship
of an old married couple. I now can anticipate the denouement of
most Advent sermons: “Find some time to quiet your soul to find
Jesus amid the hubbub of the Christmas season.”

But my obligations are also now different in scale. 'm lashed down

by a mortgage, three high-maintenance kids, looming college tuition,
and the chronic anxiety of managing a
small business. I seldom chafe at that.
But the enthusiastic pursuit of a life of
significance peters out in midlife. Life’s
poorly marked trail soon disappears
around a bend and into an unmapped
stretch of desert: unforeseen suffering
and unanticipated consequences. A
friend with two children, one of whom
has special needs, spent five years in court
fighting her ex-husband for the monthly
support that the judge had granted her at
the divorce. Broke, she stopped pursuing
the money. She says, “I had reservations
about marrying him—and even my mom
warned me. But I wouldn’t listen to
anyone.”

The middle is fraught with course corrections and an incorrigible
hope in do-overs. So what’s the measure of my life in Christ once I've
veered off the map or reached a destination short of what I thought
God had planned?

One of the more arcane theological concepts—the kenosis of Christ—
has taken on new meaning for me as I walk through the valley of the
shadow of midlife. Kenosis (“emptying”) is the theological attempt to
explain what happened at Christmas, when God became a human in
the person of Jesus. The word comes from the Greek for self-emptying,
which Paul uses in a crucial passage in his letter to the Philippians:
“Though [Christ] was God, he did not think of equality with God as
somethingto cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took
the humble position of aslave....” (2:6-7,NLt). What Christ volunteered
to do models a different kind of spiritual growth as I involuntarily
come to terms with the limits of my own story.

REALITIES OF HARVEST SEASON

Who can say, really, when middle age begins? Is it a specific age? Is it
aprecise but unobservable moment in time, like when the chlorophyll
begins its soundless retreat from the leaves in a stand of aspens in the
wilderness? Only later do the leaves change from green to gold or
red, and then fall off. Is it a change in mindset? A friend complained
loudly when I suggested that she, 52, was in middle age.

No matter the arc, midlife is full of joy for the middle-class,
suburban Christian—high-school football games under the lights,
high-achieving children, and personal milestones. I once overheard
afriend say to another who had landed a senior-level promotion at a
financial services company that “your hard work all these years has
paid off. It’s now harvest season.” It was one financially successful
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50-year-old pumping his fists with another successful 50-year-old.
Butlate summer also foreshadows the coming sadness and inevitable
resolution of my story on this earth—divorce, depression, compulsory
career changes and long periods of joblessness, the disappointments
of childrearing, health issues, the deaths of parents, and the funerals
of friends. In the developed world, these are the years when faith
confronts a harsher reality.

I also begin to engage the novel idea that I may, actually, die.

These accumulating “limits,” as Franciscan Richard Rohr has
described them, enable me to grasp emotionally and actually what

Christ experienced as a human. I have,
of course, always been human. But I've
experienced only amodicum of suffering,
unlike my Christian brothers and sisters
throughout much of the rest of the world.
Suffering is not meted out evenhandedly
in this life. In my darkest and most lonely
moments, I can’t recall thinking much
about the life to come. I don’t have to. I
awaken most mornings with the naive
assurance that tomorrow will be better
than today.

When God took the form of a
human, he was confronted with our
limits, though, granted, much different
in degree and in kind from my petty
psychological and physical ones. The

cryptic expression that Christ “gave up his divine privileges” has
raised numerous theological questions: Was Christ still all-knowing
as he lived and suffered? Was he still knowingly and actually all-
powerful, even as the whip tore up his back and as he hung on the
cross?

Theologians have framed their debates in the context of Christ’s
humility, a trait for which I have little imagination. Christ’s humility,
though, is not like the demeanor of a passive lap dog. His humility
originates in power, and that is an important starting point for
someone like me, who has achieved a modicum of power and status
in this life. His voluntary decision comprises both self-knowledge and
self-restraint, modeling how I should submit to the limits of this life.

BEGINNER’S DECEPTION
“How are you doing, spiritually?”

I confess that T almost always dodge that question from well-
meaning folks. There’s no way to answer it cleanly. “I'm doing well”
hints at spiritual pride or implies that 'm in denial: What is he hiding?
“Not that well” means I have explaining to do. 'm not opposed to
that, but only to a friend or two.

Asking about the state of my soul is not like asking what I had
for breakfast, largely because of what the fathers and mothers of the
faith called the “false self.” My spiritual assessment chip tends to
operate intermittently, especially during the beginner years of faith.
At conversion, an internal conversation ignites between the bloated
false self and the new true self who has been awakened by faith. Life
itself becomes, as Catholic writer Thomas Merton wrote, a “series
of choices between the fiction of our false self, whom we feed with
the illusions of passion and selfish appetite, and our loving consent



to the purely gratuitous mercy of God.”

The ability to accurately assess how I'm doing spiritually doesn’t
seem to come standard with the original equipment at conversion. I
paid scant attention to this interior banter as a young man. I exhausted
myself corralling the sins of the flesh (lust, ambition, and greed). I
spent years absorbing all the information I could about the earthly
expressions of faith: friendships, church, Bible study, mission trips,
and other forms of Christian service—all important to establishing
abeachhead on the shores of faith.

So much of my pursuit of God was conflated with my anxiety
about significance. When my wife, Jana, and I said our vows 20
years ago, we felt a sense of marital destiny: God had brought us
together for a purpose. It’s a holy emotion and universal, I suspect.
But 20 years later, I discern our gliding trajectory and think, Did God
have something “bigger” in mind than our suburban story? Is caring
for an aging parent in a memory
unit significant? Or threatening
your oldest repeatedly on Sunday
mornings with cell phone oblivion
just to motivate him to attend
church? A life of significance as
it is lived out is simply different
in kind from how it is youthfully
envisioned. Many of my ideas about
significance during the beginner years of faith were at least one part
grandiosity, cloaked in the guise of serving God.

In The Interior Castle, Teresa of Avila, the 16th-century spiritual
writer, hitches the word self-knowledge with humility. She describes
self-knowledge as the first mansion (out of seven) in the progression
to knowing God fully: “However high a state the soul may have
attained, self-knowledge is incumbent upon it . .. Humility must
always be doing its work like a bee making its honey in the hive:
without humility all will be lost.” Self-knowledge and its visible
corollary, humility, seem not to be a one-time acquisition like
conversion or an urgent sense of call that often marks the beginner
years of faith. It’s a slow, agonizing progression as the soul makes
its way toward God.

A friend, an Episcopal priest, invited me to lunch at an exclusive
country club near the upscale community in which he served. We
sat at a table that overlooked the 18th hole. The lunch crowd hailed
the priest like a celebrity coming home to a neighborhood bar.
The elderly ladies at a table nearby tried to catch his eye as we sat
down. The women giggled like middle-schoolers. When the check
for the meal arrived, the waitress asked, “What is your number?”
and my friend rattled off his membership number, a perk of his
collar, and signed the guest check. He then turned and said to me,
“I know this is not real. I know this will all go away once I retire.”

In his mid-50s, he planned to retire early, in about a year.
After many years of wearing the collar, though, he recognized the
temptation to conflate his person with his role as pastor—and all the
delights of the gratis membership. I doubt whether as a 26-year-
old pastor he could have separated the two. His ascending story
of significance would have distorted reality. Self-knowledge—my
ability to distinguish between my false self and the new self God is
creating in me—marks progress in midlife. Self-knowledge exposes
my naive faith in my status and the true nature of earthly power.

Many of my ideas about
significance during the beginner
years of faith were at least one
part grandiosity, cloaked in

the guise of serving God.

A SPIRITUALITY OF LIMITS

With all the promise of do-overs at midlife—second (and third)
marriages, second families, and fresh careers (and “radical” journeys
of Christian service)—it’s still late summer. It’s not springtime. As my
story resolves, I will continue to lose whatever status or power I have
gathered to myself. T once attended a dinner celebrating the lives of
local professional baseball players, several of them in their 80s and
90s. One broke down in the middle of his witty major-league stories
from the 1950s and 1960s, and sobbed, “I now have Parkinson’s.” The
moment was poignant, and the point was not lost on me: He’s only
thirty years older than T am.

The marker of kenosis includes the self-restraint to stop fighting
the limits of this life. This is not a passive concession to time but an
active discipline that allows me to more freely engage my calling
in this life, pursuing what God has left for me to do with honesty,
energy, and joy.

On a fly-fishing trip, with
still an hour in the truck before
arriving home, my fishing buddy
off-handedly observed that I was
overly sensitive to criticism. He
listed a couple instances, including
my response to some reviews of
my writing. Suddenly, the truck
felt cramped. T snapped back that simply debating what others say
about me or what I do isn’t being overly sensitive. I asked him to
give more specific examples, which I debunked. Hurt, I withdrew
from the conversation and nursed my new wound from a friend.
How could I be sensitive to criticism?

In the years since, I've come, glacially, to another layer of insight:
Not only am I overly sensitive to criticism, T also like to play consultant
to others about how they can advance their lives. That’s not how
1 viewed myself as a beginner in the faith. I saw myself as much
more large-hearted. Perhaps that’s what is meant by Merton’s
phrase “fictional self”: the fiction I weave about who I am distorts
my perception of reality. I now see why humility comes on the heels
of self-knowledge: I cringe when I think of how unaware I've been.
Another friend reminds me that humility and “I feel stupid” are
related, but not equivalent. The humility of the true selfis by choice
(the voluntary component), not by consequence. Now, when I feel
duty-bound to defend myself or point out the truth in another’s life,
1 try to apply the discipline of silence.

That’s approaching the humility of Christ. The marker is not easily
acquired, especially for those in the developed world whose lives
have been largely about consumption and accumulating status. The
markers of faith never seem to appear fully developed. They emerge
like larvae that rise from the bottom of a river and over decades make
their way to the surface in adult form. No one marker, of course, is
the final destination of my life in Christ. But the pursuit of humility
is a decent start in the middle years, in which I increasingly find
myself yearning to immerse myself, in the words of Merton, in the
“rivers of tranquility that flow from God into the whole universe
and draw all things back to God.” )

president of CZ Strategy, a marketing consulting firm in Wheaton, lllinois.
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The cover story on Al Mohler was one of cT’s
best. I’'m surprised by what one man has been able
to do to redirect such a large body of believers.

Richard Parvin
Clearwater, Florida

The Reformer

Christianity Today’s cover story on Al
Mohler [“The Reformer,” October] was
one of your best, providing good news
to those of us who are concerned by the
church’s willingness to overlook biblical
teaching to go along with the culture.
I’'m surprised by what one man has been
able to do to redirect such a large body
of believers.

RICHARD PARVIN
Clearwater, Florida

By no stretch of the imagination can
Mohler be called a “fundamentalist.”
Molly Worthen correctly notes Mohler’s
admiration for Carl F. H. Henry, whose
The Uneasy Conscience of Modern Fun-
damentalism played a major role in the
launching of neo-evangelicalism. Evan-
gelicals, including Mohler, rejected the
pugnacious stance of fundamentalists
toward those they disagreed with. Many
scholarly evangelicals believe in biblical
inerrancy, complementary roles for men
and women, and a seven-day creation.
Though not shared by other evangeli-
cals, these convictions do not amount to
fundamentalism.

G. WRIGHT DOYLE
Charlottesville, Virginia

| am not a Southern Baptist and have
never attended Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary (sBTs). | don’t have

a dog in this fight. Nonetheless, | was
disappointed with the tone and content
of Worthen’s profile of Mohler. Her thinly
veiled condescension toward Mohler
and his “fundamentalist” cronies was
disturbing. A reader with no previous
knowledge of Mohler, the Southern
Baptist Convention (sBC), or sBTS would
have walked away with a caricature of
all three.

MATTHEW WASSINK
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Worthen provided a fair and accurate
summary of the sBc schism, recounting
the controversy in such an insightful way,
with such polar opposite perspectives on
how and why it unfolded. However, it's
impossible to capture the depth of pain
for those who were marginalized by the
new sBC. | left it in the late 1980s in part
because it was so painful. The question
remains: When worldly techniques are
used to wrest power from people per-
ceived as enemies, is this being faithful
to the gospel?

R. ELLIOT AYRES
Louisville, Kentucky

COMMENTS? QUESTIONS?
CT’S EDITORS WOULD LOVE TO HEAR THEM.

E-mAIL: cteditor@christianitytoday.com FAX: 630.260.8428
ADDRESS CHANGES, SUBSCRIPTIONS: ctifulfill@christianitytoday.com

What got the

most comments
in October’s cT

46%

The Reformer
Molly Worthen

27%
Mosques in
Middle America
CT Editorial

8%
Village Green:
Christians in the
Tea Party
David Brody,
Wendy Wright,
David P. Gushee

Readers’ take on

“The Reformer”

30%

70%
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Obama’s Religion
I was excited when | saw the title of cT’s
Spotlight page, “Getting Obama’s Faith
Wrong” [October]. | cannot convince
many fellow churchgoers that Obama
is not a Muslim. Now | can cite a source
that my fellow believers consider repu-
table. Your graph clearly shows a growing
problem among evangelicals. There are
now more evangelicals who think Obama
is Muslim than who think he is Christian,
despite the 2008 campaign uproar over
the church he once attended.

If James was so concerned about the
tongue (1:19-20, 26), | wonder what he
would say about inflammatory chain
e-mails?

PHYLLIS TIPPIT

Lecturer, Baylor University
Waco, Texas

Costly Forgiveness
Christine Scheller raises excellent points
in “How Far Should Forgiveness Go?”
[October]. Pastors and church leaders
who sexually abuse are usually defined
as manipulative and not able to change
(repent). Many of them have previously
offended, and will continue to do so
unless criminal sanctions are severe.
They cannot expect churches to soon
embrace them, and may need to find a
spiritual community known for walking
with offenders on the long road ahead.
Several passages in Proverbs say
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shame is never absolved or forgot-
ten. It reminds us of the long-term
consequences for the offender and the
offended communities. Grace is not
cheap. Neither should be forgiveness.

MATTHEW MERCER
Tacoma, Washington

Tea Party Tempest

David Brody and Wendy Wright gave
simplistic answers in the October Village
Green. Brody mentions charges of racism
in the tea party, but instead of provid-
ing evidence for why this criticism is
unjustified, he says Christians “would be
concerned” if it were true. Isn’t he ignor-
ing the fact that most of our churches are
still segregated by race?

Meanwhile, Wright's opening quotes
[“Spread my work ethic, not my wealth”;
“Compassion is voluntary, not compul-
sory”] repeat the slogans of people who
think their wealth comes solely from their
own hard work. She goes on to mix and
match Bible verses with mini-lessons on
government, another logically incompat-
ible response unless one believes the U.S.
should be a theocracy or ever was one.

It saddened me to see leaders so
quickly respond with catchphrases to our
country’s complex problems.

MARK MENZIES
Harrisonburg, Virginia
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A distinguishing feature of the Village
Green debate was the level of invective.
Brody and Wright remained focused,
stressing “federal government over-
reaching and fiscal indiscipline.” David
Gushee, meanwhile, could not resist the
temptation to rant about “birthers” and
racists, while Brody and Wright were
kind enough not to mention the “g/11

truthers” and Marxists who oppose them.

C. JAMES FAVINO
Dallastown, Pennsylvania

Where We Read

| appreciate what Christianity Today is
doing in today’s technological world, and
| realize that producing a digitalized ver-
sion of cT could save a lot of money. But
a computer screen just isn’t the same as
the printed page. Moreover, most of us
do not have laptops sitting by our beds
or in the bathroom, where we happen
to do a lot of reading. My husband is a
programmer and spends most of his day
in front of a computer, yet does his non-
work-related reading in the bathroom.

All this to say, we much prefer the
print edition of cT.

SHARON WATSON
E-mail

Correction: The name of a contributor
to the November Village Green was mis-
spelled. Our apologies to David Johnston.
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Should Christians

be involved
in the Tea Party
movement?

36%
No, Christians
should not be
involved in the

Tea Party.

32%
Yes, they could be
front and center.

27%
Sure. They should
participate but not
make it their main
political activism.

4%
What’s the Tea
Party?

Total votes: 797

(Online polls
do not represent
a scientific sample.)

compiled by Katelyn Beaty

WORTH
REPEATING

Things overheard at cT online.

“Israel made the
Exodus and Passover
events central to its
remembrance of God’s
work. Would the parts
about blood and death
have been omitted?”

Derek, arguing that parents should
include evil and death in stories for their
children.

iISTOCK

Her.meneutics: “Why There’s No Narnia in Our
Home,” by Elrena Evans

“The majority of
Christians who are

not from Westboro
[Baptist Church] will
continue to love
people uncondition-
ally while holding that
homosexuality is not
God'’s plan. And the
media will continue to
call us ‘hateful’ for it.”

Doug Jolly, on increased media attention
to anti-gay bullying.

Political Advocacy Tracker: “Bullying Blame,”

by Tobin Grant

“We don’t have to
change the world in
order to make our
‘mark.’ Our mark was
made at our baptism,
when we were marked
with the sign of the
cross and identified

as God’s children.”

Mike P., on Christians’ misguided efforts
to “change the world.”

SoulWork: “Insignificant Is Beautiful,” by Mark Galli

“Let Disney do the big
3

productions. Let the
church love people for
the glory of God.”

Jim Mather, on the financial woes of
Robert Schuller’s California megachurch.

CT Liveblog: “Crystal Cathedral Files for Bankruptcy,”
by Sarah Pulliam Bailey

TIM DAVIS
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WHERE WE STAND

CT’S VIEWS ON KEY ISSUES

God’s Quiet Signature

Why the rescue of the Chilean miners was a ‘great miracle.’

IrRST, the merriest of Christmases
to the 33 men who spent two
months trapped in a Chilean
mine earlier this year. Your

faith and prayers throughout

everything inspired nations.

When you came up in October—two
months before many observers expected you
to see sunlight—we joined countless others,
including your families, in saying, “Gracias,
Serior. It is a miracle from God.”

Was it, though? The families of

there”). But nothing in the Maccabean revolt
clearly required divine intervention. Fire did
not descend from heaven to consume the
Greek armies. The revolt was a military and
political triumph. Yet Jesus and his fellow
Jews found something in the events worth
remembering yearly at the temple. Rabbis
tell the story of a temple lamp that burned
for eight days on one day’s worth of oil—an
anecdote among the epic tales of those times—
as God’s quiet signature on his work. “So that it

Jimmy Sanchez a few days before his release,
“because God has never left us down here.”
Said topographer Macarena Valdes, who
helped guide the rescue effort: “It was 75
percentengineering and 25 percenta miracle.”

Ultimately everything in creation is a
“God thing” (James 1:17). It shouldn’t take
clear evidence of the supernatural, or even
the improbable, for us to thank him for
what goes right. Yes, we praise him for the
miners’ rescue. Shouldn’t we also thank
him for absurdly small things that

the 37 miners killed a few days later
in a Chinese coal mine might ask that
question fairly. There was nothing
baldly supernatural about the rescue
in Chile. Improbable, maybe. But
shouldn’t we pay tribute instead to
the courage and perseverance of
the miners themselves, the skill and
ingenuity of the rescue operation—and
the sheer dumb luck that they didn’t
die on day one?

This brings to mind a story that

the Lord of creation shouldn’t have
much interest in—a comfortable
chair, scoring a touchdown, forging
afriendship? Even eating and drinking
are conduits of glory (1 Cor. 10:31). Did
you just notice yourself breathing?
Gracias, Sefior. Nes gadol haya sham.

J.R.R. Tolkien described history
as one “long defeat” with “some
samples or glimpses of final victory.”
That these samples and glimpses—
especially the resurrection of Jesus—

people tell around this time of year,
of amiracle God brought about in Israel long
ago. No, not that one. The other one.

One holiday season, Jesus went to the
temple in Jerusalem to celebrate Hanukkah
(John 10:22). For well over a century, Jews
had commemorated the rededication of
the temple after Judas Maccabeus led a
revolt that took Jerusalem back from the
pagan Greek ruler Antiochus Epiphanes. In
Jesus’ time, of course, the pagan Roman ruler
Tiberius Caesar was the more immediate
concern. Many wanted Jesus to tell them
plainly if he was the one who would restore
Israel’s kingdom.

A fair request, perhaps. But Jesus
wouldn’t do it. His words and works, he
insisted, speak for themselves for those
who have ears to hear. In this, he wasn’t too
different from the God of Hanukkah.

A common Hebrew Hanukkah sayingis nes
gadol haya sham (“a great miracle happened

would not seem that the victory was due only
to might and heroism,” wrote 16th-century
Rabbi Judah Low, “the miracle was denoted
by the lighting of the menorah, to show that it
was all by a miracle, the war as well.”

Purim, another Jewish festival, doesn’t
have any supernatural story attached. God
is not named once in the Book of Esther, but
Jews and Christians worldwide celebrate its
events to this day.

God does not always trumpet his
involvement in our world. But as Christ
taught during Hanukkah, those who attune
their ears to the Good Shepherd hear his voice
(John 10:27). The Chilean miners testified
to this. “There are actually 34 of us,” wrote

point to God’s final victory doesn’t
always make believing easy, however. Some
scholars suggest that the Book of Job was the
first to be written down. If so, there would be
something perversely attractive about a God
who began his scriptural dialogue with us at
the same place that, for many people, it stands
today. Are you out there? Do you even care?
The answer remains. God is. He’s there.
And he is for us. And his sheep hear his voice
calling them to step into light and life—
sometimes through a 31-ton drilling rig and
always through the one who made himself
known as a Galilean country rabbi. No one
can snatch us out of his hand (John 10:28).
Maybe that’s what Hanukkah—and more so
Christmas—is all about.

It shouldn’t take clear evidence of the
supernatural for us to thank God for

what goes right.
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IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE

Jerry B. Jenkins, a novelist and biographer, owns
the Christian Writers Guild and Jenkins Entertainment.

T've always been a sucker for tear-jerking stories, but somehow I
missed this Jimmy Stewart Christmas vehicle until I was in my 30s
and had a young family.

We were visiting my in-laws, and a rare touch of insomnia
(probably the result of too many holiday goodies) saw me flipping
channels alone in the wee hours. As fate would have it, I happened
upon It’s a Wonderful Life just as it was beginning.

Thad heard of it for years, of course. Many friends listed it among
their all-time favorite movies. But the title alone had always put me
off. What kind of sappy Frank Capra piece could it portend? I mean,
Capra-esque had become a pejorative.

But I was riveted from the first scene—what appeared to be
twinkling stars talking with each other. I was born at the end of
the 1940s and was fascinated by the World War II period. Stewart
reminded me of my father, who had served in the war. Donna Reed,
who plays his wife, looked like my mother in her prime.

Watching the main characters cavort like children left me with a
list of questions for my parents: Was that really the way it was? Did
you slide in the snow on shovel blades?

Seeing the brothers become men and interact in mature and loving
ways with their aging father made me long for the same with my
three sons.

But when the engine of the story really revved up, I knew I was in
it till the end. The saga of a man longing to leave his little hometown,
only to discover that everything he sought he already owned, will
never grow old. Quaint and old-fashioned, this 63-year-old picture
is timeless.

The next day I obnoxiously told my family every detail of the
story of the man who was given a chance to experience the world
as if he had never been born.

Back home I scoured the 1v listings to find when the classic would
show again, then insisted we all enjoy it together. The kids rolled
their eyes, and their body language radiated skepticism, but soon
they were as engrossed as I had been.

We watched It’s a Wonderful Life three more times that holiday
season and haven’t missed watching it at Christmastime together in
more than 25 years since. The entire family knows every line, and
our kids’ kids have begun watching.
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What is the best Christmas
story not in the Bible?

Ten years ago my eldest son,
Dallas, and I started Jenkins
Entertainment, a filmmaking
company. It’s little surprise
that our latest picture,
What If . .., is a modern
take on It’s a Wonderful
Life. Ours shows aman
getting to see what his
life would have been
like had he made the
right choices, rather than
what the world would be
like had he never been
born.

There’s something
satisfying about coming
full circle and paying
homage to my favorite
Christmas story outside
the Bible.

THE LITTLEST ANGEL

Kathleen Norris is a poet and the author of the
spiritual narratives The Cloister Walk, Dakota, and, most
recently, Acedia and Me.

I was fascinated by angels when I was a child. And my favorite book
when I was four was Charles Tazewell’s The Littlest Angel, which
had been published a year before I was born.

My mother and father had read the story to me countless times,
and I pored over the illustrations on my own. For some reason, the
tragedy implicit in the story—that a little boy has died—did not bother
me that much; T was pleased to think that a child could be at play
among the angels in heaven.

I suppose the story would seem hopelessly corny to anyone except
a child: As heaven prepares for the birth of Jesus, the only gift the
boy can bring is a small box with mementos of his life on earth—a
dog’s collar, some marbles, and other treasures.

The four-year-old boy had been wreaking havoc among the prim
and proper angels of heaven—swinging on the Golden Gates, tumbling




AMANDA DUFFY

through streets of gold, falling off clouds, and perpetually losing his
halo. He finally found an understanding angel who sent messengers
to retrieve his treasure box from his former home on earth.

The older angels consider the box an improper gift for the Christ
child and typical of this child’s impiety. The boy begins to agree. But
when by accident the box rolls to the foot of Jesus’ throne, Jesus

chooses it as the best gift of all, and transforms it into the star of
Bethlehem.

I now know that this theme is reflected in folk tales throughout
the world. One is the medieval story of the juggler who scandalizes
church officials by plying his trade in front of a statue of the Virgin
Mary.

It’s the only gift he can give her. But when he drops a ball, the
Virgin herself steps down from her pedestal and hands it to him,
silencing the crowd. The gift given in poverty from the heart is
sufficient to bless God.

When I was a child, I found The Littlest Angel a reassuring tale.

T also believed in angels, and still do. As an adult, however, I care
less about being able to play in heaven than about God’s unconditional
love for me, as flawed as I am, impieties and all. That seems to me
to be the real message of the Nativity of Christ.

The Littlest Angel, for all its sentimentality, is a theological work.
Here is one who stands above the angels—a child who has learned
the truth of Exodus 23:20: “I am going to send an angel in front of
you, to guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that I
have prepared” (Nrsv).

BEN-HUR

Francine Rivers is the author of more than
30 novels, including Her Mother’s Hope and Her
Daughter’s Dream.

Ben-Hur, the 1880 masterpiece by General Lew Wallace and the
1959 film adaptation by William Wyler, is a Christmas story that
feeds my soul.

The film, starring Charlton Heston, was rereleased
in theaters during the Christmas season of 1969. My
then-future husband, Rick Rivers—a Marine—had
just returned from Vietnam, and his parents took
us to see the movie in San Francisco. Years later,
when the film was released on vis, we gave it to
Mom and Dad Rivers as a Christmas present. It
became a family custom to watch the movie

every Christmas Eve.
Ben-Hur is the story of a life changed and
redirected by Jesus Christ. Judah Ben-Hur, a
man of faith and honor, welcomes his childhood
friend Messala back to Judea. Messala, now an
ambitious Roman centurion, imprisons Judah
and sentences him to serve as a galley slave on

a Roman ship.

Five years later, during a sea battle, Judah
saves Quintus Arrius, the new commander of the
ship and a proconsul of Rome. Arrius adopts him

and makes him heir to his fortune. With wealth
and power behind him, Judah returns to Judea to
find his mother and sister and take revenge upon
Messala.

Wallace created other marvelous characters. Esther is beautiful
and patient, and prays for Judah’s safe return while caring for her
disabled and embittered father. Miriam, Judah’s mother, and Tirzah,
his sister, are both locked away in a dungeon and then cast out as
lepers. Simonides is a faithful slave who suffers imprisonment and
torture in order to protect the Hur family assets. Balthasar, a wise
man, returns to find the Messiah, and Sheik Ilderim is an Arab who
helps Judah take revenge against their mutual enemy, Messala—a
vengeance that leaves Judah empty and in need of a Savior.

Ben-Hur speaks as powerfully today as it did when first written.
I still tear up when I watch the portrayal of Jesus’ crucifixion,
which brings darkness, an earthquake, and a storm. Jesus’ blood
flows into the cleansing stream of rain, and Miriam, Tirzah, lepers,
and new believers are healed, while Judah is restored to the God
who loves him.

It is the story of Christmas: God’s Son, born of a virgin to live a
sinless life, is the perfect sacrifice for our sins so that we, by faith in
him, might be restored to the Father who loves us.

Everything about the Christmas season, including our family’s
annual encounter with Ben-Hur, reminds me of Jesus, my Savior
and Lord. 8
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WRESTLING with ANGELS

CAROLYN ARENDS

Can’t Get No Satisfaction

Addiction is the spiritual disease of our time.

’VE NEVER MET a potato chip
Ididn’tlike. Actually, I've never
met a potato chip that didn’t
call my name from behind the
pantry door until I was forced to
eatit and every one of its salty companions.
So when I heard the phrase “carbohydrate
addiction,” I knew nutritionists were on to
something. It turns out there are foods that
can actually increase your hunger when
you consume them, creating an escalating,
recurring need for the very substances that
intensify the problem.

The reality of carb addiction is accepted
more widely in popular culture than in
scientific communities. But most people
can verify anecdotally that some food only
makes them hungrier.

It seems to me that this phenomenon
symbolizes much of what plagues the human
condition. We drink liquids that dehydrate
us. We buy objects that require us to buy
more objects. We make some money, ratchet
up our lifestyle in response, and find we need
more income to sustain us. The harder we
work, the more work there is to do. And the
harder we play, the more elusive the fun.
Ask anyone working in Hollywood special
effects, or in extreme sports, or in the sex
trade industry, and all will tell you the same
thing: Yesterday’s thrill is today’s old news.
We always need more.

One of the hallmarks of addiction is
“tolerance”—the experience of requiring
an ever-increasing amount of a particular
substance or behavior in order for it to satiate
us. We recognize that dynamic indisputably
in chemical dependencies. Butit’s harder to
spot for those of us who are compulsive about
work, food, approval, ministry, possessions,
intimacy, social media, security, or any
other number of more culturally acceptable
addictions.

Gerald May was a psychiatrist whose
work with chemically addicted people
convinced him of two things: Addiction is,
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at root, a spiritual issue; and every human
is addicted to some variety of substances,
behaviors, and thought patterns. In his classic
Addiction and Grace, May argues that each of
us has a profound desire for God. When that
desire is inevitably frustrated or misdirected
in a fallen world, we experience pain. We
deal with that pain in two ways. We repress
the longing, or we attach it to

something else.

According to May, attach-

ment “bonds and enslaves
the energy of desire” to cer-
tain people, things, or be-
haviors until we are obsessed
by unworthy masters who
can never truly satisfy.
Tragically, our attachment
to anything other than God
(even to things that are not
themselves bad) uses up
our desire for God. It truly
“wastes” us.

May calls addiction “the
spiritual disease of our
time,” but it’s not an exclusively modern
phenomenon. There’s a passage in Haggai
that seems so shockingly current that it’s
hard to believe it was written over 2,500
years ago. The Israelites had returned from
their Babylonian exile to find the temple in
ruins. They intended to rebuild it, but had
their own places to fix and fields to replant;
they were too busy.

“Is it a time,” God asked through the
prophet, “for you yourselves to be living in
your paneled houses, while this house remains
aruin?... Give careful thought to your ways.
You have planted much, but have harvested
little. You eat, but never have enough. You
drink, but never have your fill. You put on

clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages,
only to put them in a purse with holes in it”
(Hag. 1:4-6).

Work that is unproductive, food and drink
that don’t fill or quench, money that doesn’t
last. The Israelites, to quote amuch later poet,
can’t get no satisfaction. God tells them that
life is a treadmill of diminishing returns

because they have neglected

the temple, and the only way

to enjoy the sort of productive,

satisfying existence he intends

for them is to spend time in
that holy place once more.

Throughout Scripture, God

continually develops the

concept of the temple as the

place he meets with his people.

By the New Testament, it’s

clear that the temple is now

inside of us. So I read Haggai

and begin to understand:

Satisfaction comes only when

I spend intentional time with

God. It comes when that

original longing for God—a desire that’s been

mutated into a thousand splintering
directions—gets redirected back to him.

Six hundred years after the Babylonian
exile, Jesus addresses every problem Haggai
describes. Crops don’t grow? Christ is the
Vine, and we are the branches. Food and
drink don’t satisfy? Jesus is the Bread of
Life and Living Water. Clothes don’t warm?
The Messiah alone can cover our sin. Wages
disappear? Store up your treasures in heaven.

The desire for fullness, wellness, whole-
ness, productivity, security, and satisfaction
turns out to be a desire for . . . Jesus. All
substitutes, even salty, crunchy ones, only
intensify the hunger. ()

Tragically, our attachment to anything
other than God uses up our desire for
God. It truly ‘wastes’ us.
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CONTRA MUNDUM

CHUCK COLSON WITH CATHERINE LARSON

A Cosmic Culmination

Recalling the earth-shaking, kingdom-sized message of Christmas.

oMETIME this Christmas season,
you are sure to hear those rousing
words of Handel's Messiah,
taken from Revelation 11:15:
“The kingdom of this world has
become the kingdom of our Lord and of his
Christ” (esv). Tradition has it that the music
so moved King George I1 that he stood to his
feet out of respect for an even greater

wonderfully significant as that is for every
one of us, and as grateful as I will always be
for the night that Christ came into my life, it’s
all part of a much larger purpose. I am being
saved from my sin so that I may serve him in
the building of his kingdom, the establishing
of his rule. The really good news is that the
gospel isn’t just about you or me. God has

forcefully advancing” (Matt. 11:12a). But
elsewhere Jesus talks of the kingdom as a
coming reality. When he takes the cup with
his disciples, for instance, he states, “I tell
you the truth, I will not drink again of the
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink
itanew in the kingdom of God” (Mark 14:25).
Prominent New Testament scholar

Herman Ridderbos wrote in The Coming

King. The rest of the audience followed,
as have audiences for generations
since. The Hallelujah Chorus is the
culmination of our Messiah’s story, a
story that Handel rightly showed was
foretold by the Prophets, heralded in
the Annunciation, and has at its heart
amessage about a king and a kingdom.

Sadly, that kingdom message is often
missed in our saccharine retelling of the
Christmas story. Somehow we glaze
over the angel’s words to Mary, that she
will give birth to a son whose “kingdom
will never end” (Luke 1:33). The myopia
continues as we read the Gospels. We
skim over pages of kingdom references.
We miss Christ’s inaugural address
when he opens the scroll of Isaiah
and proclaims that Scripture has been
fulfilled in the people’s hearing (Luke

of the Kingdom that Jesus proclaims a
kingdom “both as a present and as a
future reality.” In my book God and
Government, I discuss this very point.
As Augustine taught, while we live in the
kingdom of man, we are to live as citizens
of the kingdom of God. In some ways it
recalls the Allies’ triumph in World War
I1. Jesus’ coming is D-day; his second
coming will be V-day. The kingdom of
God has been inaugurated with his first
advent. But the kingdom of God will not
be established in its fullness until his
second advent. So we wait and pray for
that day, hard as that may be.

In the interim, while we personally
cannot usher in the kingdom (only God
can do that), we can faithfully live as
citizens of the kingdom to come. The
Beatitudes, for example, give us a pattern

4:21). We muddle through the parables
that tell us repeatedly, “The kingdom of
God is like . . . .” And we glance over the
very reason our Savior was crucified, a sign
crudely scrawled beneath the cross: “Jesus
of Nazareth, King of the Jews” (John 19:19).

Along the way, the Good News is
truncated. An earth-shaking, kingdom-sized
announcement is reduced to a personal self-
help story. Our gospel has grown too small.

So what was Jesus talking about when
he came announcing a kingdom?

He was talking about the eschatological
certainty that in the end, God’s reign will be
made manifest. His message is teleological; it
is to the world. Itis not just to us as individuals:
“Come to the cross and you can be saved.”As
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saved us as part of a larger plan, the coming
of his kingdom.

It merits mentioning that surveying the
Gospels reveals a dual reality to this kingdom.
In one sense, Jesus brings the kingdom
with his coming. He heals the sick and
drives out demons as a way of proclaiming
that the kingdom of God is at hand. And
he underscores its present reality when he
states, “From the days of John the Baptist
until now, the kingdom of heaven has been

of life for that coming kingdom that we
can aim to live out now.

This Christmas, remind yourself and
others of the significance of the Incarnation:
that one day God will usher in the fullness
of his kingdom. The kingdom of this world
will become the kingdom of our Lord and of
his Christ, and he will reign forever and ever.
God will bring about that cosmic culmination.
And the chorus of hallelujahs will ring not
just for a few stanzas at Christmastime but
forevermore. S

God’s reign will be made manifest. Jesus’
message is to the world. 1t is not just to

us as individuals.
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JONATHAN BARTLETT

Happiness Now!

fyou are a despondent Amer-

ican looking for a cure, the

last place you’ll find it is in

the Christian section of your

local Barnes & Noble. You may

have better luck in a nearby section, where
psychologists, billionaires, and Buddhist
monks reveal the “source,” “secret,” or
“path” to living a happy life, one that’s
eluded everyone but them. In recent months,
Chris Guillebeau, blogger and self-avowed
“fighter of the status quo,” released The Art
of Non-Conformity to remind readers to
find happiness in remembering, “You don’t
have to live your life the way other people
expect you to.” Meanwhile, entrepreneur
Michael Masterson published The Pledge,

By Katelyn Beaty

which teaches that happiness is about
creating life goals and working toward
them—regardless of the merits of said goals.
And Sharon Salzberg, in Real Happiness,
combines Buddhist principles and Western
neuroscience to teach that meditation is
“the door to real and accessible
happiness,” all in just 28 days.

Amid the philosophies of the
day, what explains the relative
dearth of Christian teaching
on happiness? Are we too busy
toiling away at good ministry
to remember that in our Lord’s
presence is “fullness of joy,” that
at his right hand “are pleasures
forevermore” (Ps. 16:11, Esv)?
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Do we even believe God
wants us to be happy?

Ellen T. Charry says the Christian tradition
has made room for happiness, but primarily
in the next life, when believers will be united
with God. In other words, the church has
located happiness eschatologically—“any
sorrow we face now pales in comparison to
the joy that awaits.” Charry, the Margaret
W. Harmon Professor of Historical and
Systematic Theology at Princeton Seminary,
thinks this is misguided. In God and the Art of
Happiness (Eerdmans) %%+, she reframes
Christian notions of happiness in two major
ways: by defining happiness not primarily
as an emotion but as a virtuous way of life,
as did Thomas Aquinas, Augustine, and the
classical philosophers they drew from; and by
leaving room for happiness in this life, which
wells up as God draws us closer to himself
through Christ.

As in her previous works, notably By the
Renewing of Your Minds, Charry writes from
practical concern, especially for readers who
wonder if life is “more than a vale of tears
simply to be slogged through somehow in
hopes of a heavenly reward.” She wonders
this herself, having recently lost her husband
of 40 years to an “untimely and pointless
death.”

Like the Stoics and Neo-Platonists who
deeply influenced him, Augustine doesn’t
eschew physical well-being (health, material
goods), but he privileges spiritual well-
being—that is, loving the triune God—as
the root of happiness. As we learn to love

God rightly, we also learn to
love ourselves, our neighbors,
and material goods rightly,
and this brings us enjoyment.
Sanctification is not a toilsome
march but a “healing journey
into one’s soul, for each step
deeper into God heals and
strengthens love.” Charry
says Augustine’s “therapeutic
soteriology,” wherein being
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saved means being healed, is central to a
robust Christian doctrine of happiness. For
Augustine and many theologians to follow (I
think of the “Christian hedonist” John Piper),
God’s glory is our personal delight.

Next, Charry introduces the obscure
6th-century philosopher Boethius, who
wrote The Consolation of Philosophy while
in jail awaiting execution for treason. Given
his unfortunate situation, Boethius uses
a dialogue with Lady Philosophy to teach
that happiness is not found in temporal
circumstances but in staunchly trusting
God’s sovereignty. “Happiness is enjoying
being part of the divine plan,” says Charry,
even amid painful experiences.

If Boethius’s teaching seems dour,
Aquinas brightens things up. Charry says
the Angelic Doctor “was the first Christian
theologian to embrace temporal flourishing
in this life by enjoying material goods.” Like
Augustine, Aquinas teaches that loving God—
more precisely, beholding him in the beatific
vision—is both the means and ends of our
happiness. But unlike Augustine, Aquinas
thinks physical and spiritual well-being
are positively linked. Enjoying friendships,
bodily health, and honorable living can whet
our appetites for enjoying God in the next life.
(Aquinas makes clear that happiness comes

only through divine grace; noting this, I wrote
in the margins, “Non-Christians clearly enjoy
these things—is this grace at work, or mere
Epicurean distraction?”)

The final player Charry introduces is
Joseph Butler, an 18th-century Anglican
theologian who preached at a time when
psychological egoism—the belief that people
always act selfishly, even when they appear
altruistic—had deeply influenced Western
thought. Against this idea, famously espoused
by Thomas Hobbes, Butler teaches that
people naturally bend toward goodness, to
obeying Scripture and conscience. And when
people obey in this way, they love themselves.

Butler believes King David acted in an
unnatural, “self-contradictory” way, since
adultery and murder made him miserable.
So, to obey God is to love both ourselves and
others, since “when we advance our own best
interest we contribute to the well-being of

e

the polis,” explains Charry.

Butler’s teachings play a central role in the
second half of the book, where Charry names
her happiness project: asherism. As well as
the name given to Jacob’s second son (Gen.
30:13), asher is Hebrew for “blessed.” Charry
calls it “godly self-enjoyment”: “Happiness is
enjoying God, creation, and self by cultivating
the wisdom behind divine commands that
enable one to become an instrument of the
world’s flourishing.” It is not about good
emotions or having needs met but about
loving God and obeying him, which Jesus
teaches are one and the same (John 14:15).

Asherist themes feature prominently in
the Torah. God calls Israel to love him and
keep his covenant, which he says will bless
the young nation in all areas of its corporate
life (Deut. 7:9-16). Many Psalms—Charry
lists 32—describe the joy of being God’s
people and following his decrees. “For the

MY TOP 5 BOOKS

C.S. LEWIS
A Complete Guide to
His Life @ Works
WALTER HOOPER (HARPERONE)
This volume contains a
brief biography, full of
fact and only necessary
comment. It also includes
summaries of Lewis’s
main works, sections on
key ideas and people,
and a comprehensive list
of all Lewis’s writings.
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OWEN BARFIELD ON
C.S. LEWIS

OWEN BARFIELD,
ED. G. B. TENNYSON
(THE BARFIELD PRESS)

This book offers thought-
provoking insights from
the man Lewis described
as the “wisest and best of
my unofficial teachers.”

December 2010

C.S. LEWIS
A Biography
ROGER LANCELYN GREEN
AND WALTER HOOPER
(HARPERCOLLINS ENTERTAINMENT)

Green and Hooper’s reli-
able account is the first
“official” biography and
is in many ways the best,
especially now that it has
been updated.

REMEMBERING
C.S. LEWIS
Recollections of Those
Who Knew Him

ED. JAMES T. COMO
(IGNATIUS PRESS)

This collection—which
contains 24 snapshots of
Lewis from friends, col-
leagues, and students—is
full of color, humor,
and human interest.

THE CAMBRIDGE
COMPANION TO
C.S. LEWIS

EDS. ROBERT MACSWAIN
AND MICHAEL WARD
(CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS)

The Cambridge Companion
compiles 21 scholarly but
accessible discussions of
Lewis’s works by theology
and literature professors
from the United King-
dom and North America.



Tanakh [Hebrew Bible], there is no excellent
living apart from God’s way for Israel that
is to become the way for all people,” writes
Charry. The joy of being Israel portends the
joy of being Christ’s church. And when the
psalmist describes the woes of the wicked,
he writes evangelistically: “The wicked man
will see and be vexed, he will gnash his teeth
and waste away,” is a way of saying, “Look at
the joy you are missing” (Ps.112). A similar
intent drives Proverbs, which assumes each
person chooses to act wisely or foolishly, and
thus happily or unhappily.

The asherist themes in the Older
Testament culminate in the Younger
Testament, especially in John’s gospel,
which recounts how Joy himself came to
dwell among us. At one time, loving God and
thus living the good life was about keeping
Torah. Now, John the Evangelist says,
loving God and thus living the good life is
about obeying his Son. “Eternal life” is the
distinctly Johannine phrase that describes
this new way of living for and with God.
Charry writes passionately:

Abiding by divine commands is the
wisdom of God for the Tanakh; in
John’s Gospel it becomes loving inti-
macy with God. Eternal life with God
is to abide in Jesus’ wise guidance. By
submitting to it, we experience the
wisdom that strengthens, empowers,
and liberates the soul for a happy life.

This summer I finally read The Cost of
Discipleship.1saw instantly why Bonhoeffer’s
call to radical obedience is a classic, and
would recommend it to any Christian today,
who inevitably is dealing with cheap grace in
their circles. Yet I would suggest they read
God and the Art of Happiness alongside it.
Bonhoeffer’s vision of the Sermon on the
Mount seemed to me to lack the joy—the
“blessed is he”-ness—of following Jesus. If
I understand Jesus’ words in John 10:10,
abundant life is offered to us now, as we
follow him to his Father’s house. Of course
Bonhoeffer is right, the trek will cost us
everything, including ourselves. But as
Charry’s invaluable work reminds us, it will
also proffer us everything worth having. &
Katelyn Beaty is Christianity Today's
associate editor.

Christ Is Enough

By Christopher Benson

ust when many of us are buckling

under the contemporary regimen

for getting closer to God, Phillip

Cary compassionately unties the

“heavy burdens, hard to bear” (Matt. 23:4,

esv). Addressed to shepherds and their flocks,

Good News for Anxious Christians (Brazos)

*****x features the admonishing, teaching,

and comforting voice of a Christ-haunted

philosophy professor at Eastern University.

Its timely message is timeless: Servants of

Christ grow through repetition of the gospel

(which turns the heart outward), not through

experimentation with techniques (which
turns the heart inward).

Addicted to novelty, American evangel-
icals are seduced to forget the wisdom of an
Israelite king: “There is nothing new under
the sun” (Ecc. 1:9). The author’s target—“new
evangelical theology”—is only a reincarnation
of 19th century liberal theology, spearheaded
by Friedrich Schleiermacher. Such liberalism
insisted that the essence of piety is not
knowing or doing but feeling an absolute
dependence on God. “The molten outpourings
of the inner fire,” Schleiermacher claimed,
give rise to Christian doctrine and ritual.
When evangelicals rank their relationship
with God above what God did, does, and will
doin Jesus Christ, they make better German
Romantics than biblical disciples. Con-
sequently, Cary says, they’re ushering in a
“post-Christian future” in which the person
of Christ becomes increasingly impersonal
and the Christian experience becomes
increasingly unchristian.

His quiver contains ten arrows, one for
each of the practical things that
we don’t have to do because
they’re not in the Bible, such
as: hearing God’s voice in our
heart, believing our intuitions
are the Holy Spirit, letting
God take control, and finding
God’s will for our life. Driven
by “consumerist spirituality,”
churches use these techniques
to expand their market share
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and ensure brand loyalty. They “succeed” by
keeping us perpetually twitchy: guilty when
unpracticed, disappointed when practiced.
They actually fail by leaving us alone with
ourselves, where we’re vulnerable to self-
deception, moral evasion, and spiritual
woolgathering.

Because “experience is formed from the
outside in,” the goal of the book is to get nail-
biting, brow-wrinkled, and sleep-deprived
Christians outside of themselves to hear:
“The good news of the gospel is that God has
already decided to do something about our
lives—whether we let him or not, whether
we do anything about it or not, whether we
believe it or not.” God is italicized here to
emphasize that our transformation is always
divinely wrought, not humanly contrived.
That’s why Martin Luther prayed, “I will
remain with thee of whom I can receive
but to whom I may not give.” Cary submits
that the Lutheran doctrine of sola fide (faith
alone) offers a powerful corrective to the
strangely Catholicized and psychologized
evangelicalism that oppresses us.

How do we follow the commandment to
notbe anxious about anything (Phil. 4:6)? The
gospel, Cary argues, gives us permission to
ignore anxiety-producing techniques because
Christ is enough, period. Finding ourselves
in Christ, as opposed to finding Christ in
ourselves, means we’re equipped—through
the flesh of Christ, the Word of God, and the
life of the church—to persevere in “the trial
by existence,” invoking the title of Robert
Frost’s poem. Instead of “bearing it crushed

and mystified,” as the poet says
in the final line, we can bear
any vicissitude with the love,
obedience, wisdom, virtue, and
beauty of our Savior. e
Christopher Benson is a writer
in Denver, Colorado. His work has
appeared in The Weekly Standard,
Books @ Culture, Christian Scholar’s
Review, Image, and The City. He
blogs at Bensonian.org.
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WHY JESUS?
WILLIAM H. WILLIMON
(ABINGDON PRESS, 137 PAGES)

ost people met Jesus on the road. When John the Baptizer intro-

duced Jesus to the world, he quoted the prophet Isaiah, “Prepare

the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low ... and all flesh shall see the
salvation of God.” In Jesus, God worked a highway construction project, making a
road straight through the desert to enslaved humanity. Just as in the exodus, when
God made a “way” out of Egyptian slavery to the Promised Land, so Jesus is the
“way” to God. How ironic that while we clamored up to God through our intel-
lect, our morality, our architecture, our art, and our institutions (both secular and
religious), in Jesus Christ, God slipped in among us. The first name for the church
was simply “The Way,” not only our way to God but rather God’s way to us.

All the Gospels present Jesus on a continual road trip—God in motion, urgently
making a way to us in defeat of the desert in which we wander. Euthys, the Greek word
for “immediately,” occurs 42 times in Mark’s Gospel. No sooner does Jesus do some-
thing than “immediately” he hits the road to elsewhere. Some of Jesus’ best words were
spoken on the run. Many have wanted to know more about the early childhood and
adolescence of Jesus. Matthew and Luke tell us a little about the circumstances of Jesus’
birth, and Luke has one story about his going to the Temple in Jerusalem when he was
12. In Mark, probably the earliest of the Gospels, Jesus just shows up out of nowhere,
gets baptized by John, and then the Spirit shoos him out into the wilderness. It is as if
the Gospels want to say that the action only really gets going when Jesus hits the road.

Jesus cannot be explained simply as the next chapter in the long, gradual, forward
advance of humanity; his birth to a virgin named Mary signifies that Jesus is present
as the miraculous gift of a gracious God, the God-given goal of all human history. The
Gospels tell us that knowing where this gift came from, who his people were, isn’t going
to help us much. If you want to know about Jesus, if you want to know him, you’ve got to

meet him on the road.

What the Gospels deem important about Jesus is not his
family or his youth but rather his embarkation on his ministry,
his forward movement, his mission. Breaking like a wave across
dusty Galilee, he thunders forth into a captive land—God at high-
est momentum, God immediately. Anybody who wants to meet

Jesus, to understand or be with Jesus, must be willing to relocate.

Reprinted by permission of Abingdon Press.
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From the editor of Books & Culture.

GOD OF LIBERTY

A Religious History of the American
Revolution

THOMAS S. KIDD (BASIC BOOKS)

When a book arrives with
enthusiastic endorsements
from Rodney Stark, Mark Noll,
Harry Stout, George Marsden,
and Wilfred McClay, what’s
left to say except “Buy it and
read it”? This subject gener-
ates a great many books. Most of them are not
worth your time. This one is. Balanced with-
out being bland, lucid in the telling, Thomas
Kidd'’s chronicle corrects the excesses both of
those who overstate the degree to which Amer-
ica was founded as a “Christian nation” and
of those who seek to minimize the formative
role of religion in the new nation’s character.

MANIFEST DESTINIES

America’s Westward Expansion and the Road
to the Civil War

STEVEN E. WOODWORTH (KNOPF)

By the time you read this,
the news will be in from the
November elections. What-
ever the outcome, and
however much you are disap-
pointed, gratified, disgusted,
or cheered by the results,
Steven Woodworth'’s book will make timely
reading. Woodworth, who has published many
books on the Civil War, takes us into the thicket
of national politics (not any better then, really,
than now) to explore the consequences of ter-
ritorial expansion: “America’s manifest destiny
to overspread the continent became its mani-
fest destiny finally to face the issue of slavery.”

ANTEROOMS
New Poems and Translations
RICHARD WILBUR (HOUGHTON MIFFLIN HARCOURT)

Richard Wilbur’s first book of
poems, The Enormous Changes,
appeared in 1947—and here
he is in 2010 with a new col-
lection. Enormous changes,
indeed, in that span of more
than sixty years. A good place
to start is with the fourth poem, “Psalm.” The
first of its five stanzas reads: “Give thanks for
all things / On the plucked lute, and likewise
/ The harp of ten strings.” And the concluding
stanza: “Then, in grave relief, / Praise too our
sorrows on the / cello of shared grief.” Selah.



CHRISTOPHER CAPOZZIELLO

What We Owe

the Poor

Interview by Kristen Scharold

im Keller has strong words for

people who do not care about

the poor: “All Tknow is, if T don’t

care about the poor, if my church

doesn’t care about the poor, that’s evil.”

The head pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian

Church and author of Generous Justice:

How God’s Grace Makes Us Just (Dutton)

spoke with New York-based writer Kristen

Scharold about why helping the least of these
should be every Christian’s mission.

Why do you think generosity is
crucial to biblical justice?

I used the term “generous justice”
because many people make a distinction
between justice and charity. They say that
if we give to the poor voluntarily, it’s just
compassion and charity. But Job says that if
I'm not generous with my money, I'm offending
God, which means it’s not an option and it is
unjust by definition to not share with the poor.
It’s biblical that we owe the poor as much of
our money as we can possibly give away.

What do you hope readers will learn about
the relationship between God’s grace and
justice?

oy

Cause and effect: God’s grace makes you just.
The gospel is such that even though you’re
not saved by good works, you are saved by
grace and faith—and it will change your life
and lead to good works. According to the
Bible, if you really have been changed by
the grace of God, it will move you toward
the poor.

Many Christians hear “justice” and think
about issues like sex trafficking, HIV/AIDS,
and so on. Would you include those in
your definition?

My definition of justice is giving
humans their due as people in the
image of God. We all agree that everyone
deserves not to be enslaved, beaten, raped, or
killed. We are not just talking about helping
the poor but helping people whose rights are
being violated. What people are due is not an
easy thing to determine from the Bible. ’'m
urging Christians not to be so certain that
they know how the Bible translates into
public policy.

Many Christians say that the best way to
do justice in the world is to be a Democrat,
others say to be a Republican. I'm trying to
shake people loose and say that you need to
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be involved in your political party without
that kind of triumphalism.

Can you elaborate on the relationship
between preaching and justice?

The heart of what I'm supposed to do is
preach the Word, win people to faith, and
then disciple them. But I can’t disciple people
without telling them, “Help the poor.” To
believe in Jesus is to obey all he commanded,
which means helping the poor.

There is a division between evangelicals.
Some feel that doing justice is not what the
church is supposed to be doing; on the other
hand, there is an overreaction to that among
many younger evangelicals who would say
the job of the church is word and deed
equally. I want people to remember that the
impetus for helping people comes from the
experience of grace.

What part do you see Generous Justice
having in the conversations that people
like Ron Sider and Tony Campolo have had
for several years?

Tony and Ron have been writing great stuff for
years, but they’re assuming that their readers
basically agree about the importance of the
church’s involvement with justice. My book
is trying to move people forward and inspire
them without leaving behind folks who have
questions about the mission of the church and
the relationship of social justice to evangelism.

In Counterfeit Gods, you wrote about the
cultural idolization of money, romance,
and power. What idols might prevent us
from doing justice?
First, race. People look at people who are
different and see them as inferior and
deserving of their problems. It’s a way of
feeling better than others, because our
hearts don’t want to rest in the gospel of
grace. Power is another idol, because justice
requires being involved with people of other
races and sharing power with them.
Another idol would be money, which
serves the idol of security. In Deuteronomy
15, God says that if you care for the poor, he
will provide for you. God knows that the
reason people aren’t generous is that they are
afraid. They say, “I need alot of savings.” But
God is saying, “That’s distrust. You're looking
to money to give you a feeling of confidence
that I should be giving you.” L
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The Narnia Policeman

Interview by Mark Moring

hen Mark Johnson, producer

of the Chronicles of Narnia

films, once was asked about
co-producer Douglas Gresham’s

role, Johnson quipped, “Oh, he’s to blame.”
Gresham, the stepson of Narnia author C. S.
Lewis, laughs as he tells the story, knowing
exactly what Johnson meant: When Narnia
fans gripe about any of the movies,
Gresham is their first target. On
the eve of the December 10 release
of the third film, The Voyage of the Dawn
Treader, we talked to Gresham about his role.

Some fans think you've allowed the
filmmakers to stray from the books.

Well, I do my very best. I don’t always win
my battles, and I fight a lot of them. Some I
win, some I lose, some I compromise. 'm
not always diplomatic—sometimes I'm pretty
blunt. But there are things I will insist on.

Like what?

[They are] often to do with the theological
or moral messages. 'm not saying that
Hollywood people want to take them
out, but often they just don’t see it. Jack
[Lewis] was very conscious of the fact that
Western societies had decided, in their
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infinite stupidity, to dispense with important
19th-century values: personal responsibility,
commitment, courage, chivalry, courtesy. The
Narnia books teach such things, so I fight for
those fairly hard.

What have you fought for in Dawn Treader?
T’'m not going to say, because that wouldn’t be
fair to those who fought with me!
ButIwill say this: Dawn Treader is
all about what happens when you
commit your life to Christ, and how the Devil
gets at you. It’s about temptation and what
you do about it.

There were rumors that Eustace, after

he becomes a dragon, fights with the sea
serpent. That’s not in the book.

Some folks were attracted [to] the idea
that the dragon Eustace would earn his
redemption by having a huge fight with the
sea serpent. But earning one’s redemption
isn’t possible. It’s a free gift from Jesus. So
that scene is not in the movie. That was a
nonnegotiable for me.

I have to be both filmmaker and Narnia
watchdog and balance the two. It’s not easy.
People rely on me to do everything I can to
keep these movies accurate—and to keep them
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Narnian. And when I make mistakes, they let
me know about it.

What has been the biggest complaint?

There are people who don’t believe anything

should be in the movie that’s not actually in

the book—including set design, scripting,
anything you can think of. Thisis on
the same level, to a certain extent,
as people who say you shouldn’t go
to McDonald’s because there are
no hamburgers in the Bible. People
take it to extremes.

Some are concerned that an agnostic,
Michael Apted, directed Dawn Treader.
Why shouldn’t an agnostic direct this? The
temptation for a Christian director would
be to put his own Christian beliefs [in] the
forefront. An agnostic is probably a good
choice in that he doesn’t really believe there is
aGod but doesn’t have an antagonistic agenda
either. If the man were a rabid atheist, we
might have more problems.

What other complaints have you heard?
There was a rumor [before Prince Caspian
released] that Caspian was going to have a
huge romance with Susan. We rejected that
idea early on, but it really got people worried.
When somebody finally asked me about it, T
said, “There are important things to worry
about, like global warming, I suggest you pay
more attention to them than whether there’s
going to be aromance between Caspian and
Susan.” I knew there wasn’t going to be a
romance, but I wasn’t going to say so.

Well, they did make eyes at each other,
and they kissed.

Look, you have a beautiful woman and a
handsome guy in an adventure. Let’s face it:
They are going to make eyes at each other
and kiss in the last scene. I don’t regard that
asromance, but it shouldn’t have been in the
movie. I think it was nonsense and rather
silly, but it wasn’t something I was going to
dig my heels in [over] and scream about. But
it did annoy a lot of Narnian purists, and I
think the purists were just as out of line as
the people who put the scene in.

You call them Narnian purists. Some call
them Narnia police.
Well, I'm the Narnia policeman. (]

PHIL BRAY / ©2010 TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX FILM CORPORATION AND WALDEN MEDIA, LLC.



It's been 19 years
since Ouachita Bap-
tist University friends
formed Point of Grace.
They have since sold
6 million albums,
earned 24 number-
one singles, and won
numerous awards. But
little gets these women jazzed up more than
Christmas music; they have made four holi-
day albums in 11 years. cT’s Mark Moring spoke
with Leigh Cappillino—a relative “newcomer,”
joining the group in 2004—about the group’s
new Yuletide collection, Home for the Holidays.

Why so many Christmas albums?
Christmastime is when we’re at our best. We
pull out all the stops, bells, and whistles. Also,
we’re now a trio instead of a quartet, and we
have a new sound. We wanted a more acous-
tic-driven, Americana feel, different from our
other Christmas records, where we had such
big, slick production. We recorded this one
old school, live with all our voices and instru-
ments at once. It was the most exhilarating
thing I've done musically in a long time.

There are traditional songs, but talk
about the newer tunes.

We recorded “Labor of Love” from Andrew
Peterson’s 2004 Christmas album. His audi-
ence is not necessarily our audience, so
this allows more people to hear this beau-
tiful song that celebrates Mary. And there’s
a cheeky song called “Candy Cane Lane.”
It's a throwback to the Andrews Sisters—
the whimsy, the doo-wop, and all that.

What’s your favorite Christmas album?
There’s so many, but they include 4Him’s The
Season of Love, and anything by Bing Crosby,
Frank Sinatra, Diana Krall, and Harry Connick Jr.

What's the hardest part about being in
the group?

Balancing it with family life, especially when
suffering takes place—like when my daddy was
struggling through leukemia. Or when Shelley
was struggling with anxiety and didn’t want

to leave the house. Or when one of Denise’s
best friends lost her husband, and she wanted
to be there. That’s when it’s difficult, when

you want to be with people and you can’t.

Keaggy Leads
Christmas Parade

very year starting as early as
August and lasting beyond
Thanksgiving, the parade
of Christmas album releases
marches on. While some of the annual entries
prompt a “bah, humbug,” others deserve at
least a second listen.
This year’s best Christmas
tunes are on Phil Keaggy’s
Welcome Inn (Kingsway) % % .
In this warm concoction, the
two-time Grammy nominee
oscillates between originals and
classics. The simple elegance
of “All Through the Night” and
exquisite guitar solo of “In the
Bleak Midwinter” highlight the
traditional selections, but the
Keaggy-penned tracks are the
true shining stars.
In a Paul McCartney-like
setting, “Father” celebrates
the mystery of Christmas by
spelling out the believer’s eternal
inheritance, while the cozy indie
vibe of “Village Bells” recalls
Keaggy’s Ohio childhood. “For
the Twelfth Night” details the
goodness of human and heavenly
relations at Christmastide.
Here are a few more new
and noteworthy Christmas
recordings:
« Rock acts often terrorize
the holiday with noisy decon-
structions of joyous classics,
but Future of Forestry’s Advent
Vol. 2 (Credential) ** % **, a Six-
song Ep, rises above the fray with
arrangements that emphasize
the spiritual meat of carols
like “Do You Hear What I Hear” and the
spellbinding drone of “Pie Jesu.”
» Multi-instrumentalist Spencer Capier,
longtime sidekick for fellow Vancouver artist
Carolyn Arends, creates amasterful showcase
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By Andrew Greer

on Christmas Instrumental (Independent)
**x**. Featuring tremulous mandolins,
harmonic fiddles, accordion, pedal steel,
and other folk apparatus played mostly by
Capier, this is a stunning sampler, highlighted
by alilting folk treatment of the Shaker hymn
“Not One Sparrow Is Forgotten.”
 On Point of Grace’s fourth
seasonal outing, Home for
the Holidays (Word) s *+,
the veteran trio replaces lush
orchestras and multilayered
vocals with fiddles and down-
home harmonies. Recorded
mostly “live” in the studio, these
stripped-down tracks embrace the
women’s newfound homeyness,
resulting in a charming holiday
set list.
« Jason Crabb, possibly the
most underrated vocalist in
Christian music, reinvents gems
like “Silent Night” and “The
Christmas Song” with soothing,
smoky soul on his first holiday
album, Because It’s Christmas
(Spring Hill) *****. Though
his original tracks are a bit
hokey, a few bone-chilling vocal
performances redeem the cheese.
Other new notablesinclude The
Isaacs, Christmas (Gaither Music)
**x*%; The Puppini Sisters,
Christmas with The Puppini Sisters
(Verve) *x*x#**; Various Artists,
Bethlehem Skyline (Centricity)
*x**k*; Dave Barnes, Very Merry
Christmas (Razor &Tie) x*xk*;
and Mike Crawford and his Secret
Siblings, Songs from Jacob’s Well
Volume IlI: Songs for the Advent
Conspiracy (Independent) » % * *. @

Andrew Greer, a writer and musician living
in Nashville, says he could listen to Christmas
music year-round.

| CHRISTIANITY TODAY ral




QUICK

TAKES

More media of note.

BOOKS

»SMALL FAITH, GREAT GOD

N. T. WRIGHT (INTERVARSITY PRESS)

s Jk K N. T. Wright reminds us that Chris-
tian faith is neither a mere assent to certain
facts nor a sentimental embrace of religious
identity. Instead, Christian faith is always
determined by its object. The size of our

faith is not what matters, but the greatness

of the God who has accepted us because of
Christ’s work on our behalf. This reissue of

one of Wright’s early works contains a mes-
sage that may be more timely today than when
it was first released in 1978. —Trevin Wax

»>HANDEL’S MESSIAH

Comfort for God’s People

CALVIN R. STAPERT (EERDMANS)

Yk sk Hk The market for opera was fading,
the fickle English public preferring parody
over the real thing. So the resourceful Handel
turned from opera to oratorio, supplementing

his elegant and dramatic solos with power-

ful exclamation points of choral music. Handel
couldn’t have achieved the greatness of Mes-
siah without Charles Jennens, who compiled
these texts to fight the tide of spreading
deism. Read this book, and you’ll never hear
Messiah the same way again. —David Neff

ON DVD

»DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL
DISNEY | RATED PG | NOVEMBER 16

Yk Fookook In this computer animated adap-
tation, director Robert Zemeckis nails the
terror of revisiting one’s painful moments

of selfishness with an understanding that it
will doom your future. It excels in portray-
ing a mean old man whose life is empty. But
Scrooge’s redemption is not as convincing as
in other film versions; it lacks heart. Still, it’s
a faithful adaptation, with most of the dia-
logue verbatim from the book. —Todd Hertz

PYELLOW ROSES
5 STONES | UNRATED
Y #k K A chorus of young Christian

women share their struggles with issues such

as self-esteem, popularity, and sex, painting

a bleak portrait of a teenage wasteland. Film-
maker Mike Edwards allows the girls’ stories

to give voice to many who feel as if they have
none, and in doing so, helps them to find hope.
Yellow Roses is an excellent resource for youth
groups and youth workers. —Laura Leonard

MUSIC

THE CROSSING

»BAILE

(HOME / GRRRMUSICGROUP)

s J %k These veterans of Celtic folk, all
members of Chicago’s Jesus People USA, have
produced yet another winner, with tracks rang-
ing from rousing Irish jigs to lovely lilting
ballads. Thematically, the songs cover Christ
as warrior, protector, redeemer, friend, and
savior. The instrumental “Anam Cara” drags
on but segues into the compelling “Colum-
banus,” which employs lyrics said to be from
the 6th-century monk as he and his col-
leagues traveled up the Rhine. —Mark Moring

ROBERT PLANT
»BAND OF JOY

(ES PARANZA/ROUNDER)

LOOKING FOR
INSIGHTS?

p

OUR GATEWAY
HAS ANSWERS.

religioninsights.org

is your access point
to the findings

and resources of

major religion

projects and leading
organizational

websites.

Insights Into Religion is a website that offers clergy, lay leaders and the

public easy access to:

¢ The latest research
on religion

¢ Reflections on faith
and ministry

¢ Suggestions about
congregational life

¢ Commentary on
spiritual practices

¢ Information about
theological education

o Strategies for
leadership education

INSIGHTS int« RELIGION

WWW.RELIGIONINSIGHTS.ORG

ook ok Kok C.S. Lewis famously described
Christianity as a “myth turned true.” It’s no
wonder that Robert Plant finds himself drawn
to it; his Led Zeppelin lyrics reference every-
thing from Norse lore to the works of Tolkien.
His latest turns to American West folklore,
including songs in which Christ and Satan
circle each other like gunslingers in a cosmic
showdown. A couple other songs mix roman-
tic and religious language into existential epics,
while “Satan Your Kingdom Must Come Down”
and “Even This Shall Pass Away” are more
traditionally gospel-oriented. —Josh Hurst

AARON STRUMPEL

»VESPERS: 1& 2

(THIRSTY DIRT MUSIC)

sk % K Aaron Strumpel worships as if
his life hangs in the balance. Like his break-
through 2009 album, Elephants, Vespers mostly
borrows lyrics from the Psalms and sounds
from a raw mix of strident folk, wailing trum-
pet, and clattering percussion. As befitting

its title, this six-song EP is slightly more quiet
and contemplative, but it is no less visceral

or moving. “Born Again” builds to a glori-

ous crescendo of praise, while “I Sing” moves
from a pensive piano ballad expressing fear
and doubt to a nearly symphonic plea for God
to storm a hardened heart. These are urgent
prayers for the close of day. —Andy Whitman




NORTHWESTERN
COLLEGE

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA

WITH A FEW
SURPRISES

Get to know Northwestern College—you may be surprised. Our achievements and
culture of scholarship and integral faith shatter assumptions.

Seven Fulbright Scholars in the past seven years.

Broad programs of study including international business, digital media arts, engineering and kinesiology.
World-renowned faculty experts on the Dead Sea Scrolls, hieroglyphics and marine biology.
Award-winning media communication programs and ownership of 15 radio stations.

Partner programs in Ecuador, Kenya and India.

NEW FOR 2011 Online master’s degrees in theological studies and leadership.

LEADING IN SERIOUS SCHOLARSHIP AND INTEGRAL FAITH

Northwestern College in St. Paul, Minnesota is a nondenominational Christian college propelling the

intellectual lives and spiritual growth of its 3,000 undergraduate and graduate students.

651-631-5100 I 800-692-4020 I NWC.EDU




4 Easy Ways to Experience the

HCSB STUDY BIBLE

LEGEND

1| HCSB Study Bible

A visual Bible that is com-
prehensive, easy to read, and
easy to use, with features and
formats specifically designed
to enhance your Bible study
experience. A vast collection of
notes provide insight into the
meaning of every page of the
HCSB Study Bible. You can
find the HCSB Study Bible
available in an array of beauti-
ful styles and bindings.

2 | HCSB Study Bible

Digital Edition

This digital edition of the
HCSB Study Bible has been
optimized for easy reading on
digital devices. In addition

to more than 35,000 linked
footnotes, the HCSB Study Bible
includes more than 15,000 study
notes and essays, 290 word
studies, and 250 photographs,
maps, illustrations, and charts.
Available wherever you
purchase ebooks.

3 | HCSB Study Bible App
HCSB Study Bible App is
available for iPhone and iPad.
App features include synced
display of Bible text and study
notes, synced image display

of maps, charts, illustrations,
and more, words linked to
Strong’s Greek & Hebrew
definition popups, linked
footnotes, cross references,
and HCSB bullet notes popups,
add your own personal notes,
highlights, and bookmarks
and customized reading plans.

4 | MyStudyBible.com
Lifeway’s premier online Bible
study tool. Here you'll find the
complete HCSB Study Bible
AND commentary notes, as
well as select content from
books like the Holman New
Testament Commentary and
references from Strong’s
Greek and Hebrew Dictionary.

BIBLE PUELISITERS

HCSBStudyBible.com



Seminary & Graduate School Directory

I' can be an exhausting tune.
Perhaps youre familiar with this
dilemma: You rest a bit too long in
the work Christ has done for you
and realize you're getting comfortably
complacent. So you charge into doing
“good” works and find yourself flirting
with legalism. You begin to wonder if
the song and dance is worth it.

For centuries, Christians have
wrestled with their identity as God’s
people, asking Who are we? And what
do we do about it? Today, we ask the
same questions. Since our works will
be accounted for, isn’t it important
to “do” for God? Or, if God already
knows us intimately, shouldn’t we just
“be” ourselves?

There’s no easy answer. But as we
seek God’s intentions for us, we’ll
likely find that, lovingly paired, doing and being make a beautiful harmony.

Do. Be. Do? Just one of the many questions you'll ask at Regent College.

Regent
www.regent-college.edu/ct E
1.800.663.8664 AN INTERNATIONAL
Vancouver, Canada SR RN sTUD 28
_ | To register:

L

veeken!
wee KE e ol \\VESTERN
ICK.

asburyseminary.edu

Snap.

Snap the 2D barcode
on your mobile device.
*iPhone app: “ScanlLife”

Preview Weekend:s at
Asbury Theological
Seminary

Western Theological Seminary

u u
is a place of becoming. Here
- you will find professors at the
| |

top of their fields, students

In one weekend, you'll meet with faculty, financial
aid consultants, academic advisors and current
students as you preview campus.

https://student.asburyseminary.edu/cgi-bin/public/preview.cgi

Come worship, share meals and attend class as our
guest. One weekend could change everything!

) ‘ who are pressing into their
Register at asburyseminary.edu or 800.2ASBURY.

vocations, and a staff intent on

Florida Preview Kentucky Preview helping each student explore
March 11-12, 2011 April 15-16, 2011 the call that God has placed

4 on his or her life.

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY,




New for Fall from Baker Books

9780801013720 « 240 pp. » $16.99p

————

9780801013737 « 96 pp. « $9.99p

NEW FROM D. A. CARSON

“Don Carson’s The God Who Is There is a
unique and important volume in many
ways . . . . It unpacks the whole biblical
storyline through the lens of God’s
character and actions. As a ministry
tool, it can be used for evangelism, since
it so thoroughly lays out the doctrine

of God, as Paul does on Mars Hill in
Acts 17. And yet it also does what the
catechisms of the Reformation churches
did: give Christians a grounding in
basic biblical beliefs and behavior.

By all means, get this book!”

—Tim Keller, pastor, Redeemer
Presbyterian Church, New York City

9780801071546 « 368 pp. » $19.99p

“Using the questions that Jesus actually
asked of those around him, Stan leads us
into a deeper look at Christ’s humanity,
authority, and mission. In All That Jesus
Asks, you will discover the rugged truth
about Christ and what that truth asks of
you”—Joni Eareckson Tada, Joni and
Friends International Disability Center

9780801072185 « 240 pp. » $14.99p

“In Maximize, Nelson helps you to get
an idea of how a church can handle its
finances. This is must reading for all
pastors who want to lead their churches
in the area of its finances”—Aubrey
Malphurs, founder, the Malphurs Group;

professor of pastoral ministries, Dallas
Seminary

9780801072765 « 112 pp. » $6.99p

Published alongside Maximize, Nelson
Searcy’s much-anticipated stewardship
guidebook for church leaders, The
Generosity Ladder will allow laypeople to
fully grasp God’s plan for their finances,
acknowledge their current level of
stewardship, and chart out the steps they
need to take in order to handle money in
a way that honors God.

Available at local bookstores, www.bakerbooks.com, or by calling 1-800-877-2665.
Subscribe to Baker Publishing Group’s Tools for Christian Leaders e-newsletter at www.bakerbooks.com.

A BakerBooks
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I Marketplace

Cost: 72 cents per character (each space and punctuation counts as a character); avg. 45 characters per line. Min. $61.20 (85 characters). CHRISTIANITY TODAY check-

marked box

$22 each insertion; box around ad $43 each insertion. Ads set display style: $425 per column inch. Combination discount rates available for LEADERSHIP

and YOUR CHURCH. All classified ads automatically placed on Christianity Today.com at no additional charge. Prepayment and written confirmation needed to process ads.
Visa, MasterCard, Discover, American Express, or personal check accepted. Employment ads given priority. All other ads placed in first available issue. Deadline for reservation
or cancellation is seven weeks prior to actual issue date. Address correspondence to: The Marketplace; 465 Gundersen Dr.; Carol Stream, IL 60188; or contact Peggy Gomez,
Advertising Account Executive, at: 630.260.6202 x4239; fax 630.260.9401; e-mail Marketplace@Christianity Today.com.

[Employment Opportunities]

OLD TESTAMENT PROFESSOR
Columbia graduate
educational institution of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A), invites applications for a faculty position,
Professor of Old Testament (open rank), to begin
in fall 2011. The successful candidate will possess a
Ph.D. or equivalent and a passion for teaching in a
seminary context, exhibit a deep commitment to
writing and research, engage in biblical interpretation
informed by theological inquiry, and will be open to
interdisciplinary conversations in teaching and writing.
Applications will be accepted until the position is
filled. For a full position description, send letter of
application with a C.V,, including contact information
for 5 references, to: Old TestamentSearchCommittee@
CTSNET.EDU. Application review will begin
November 2010. CTS is an EO/AA employer seeking

a diverse work force.

Theological

Seminary, a

DIRECT MAIL COPYWRITER

Ground floor opportunity for an experienced
copywriter who has written successful direct mail
fund raising appeals for Christian organizations.
Fund Raising Strategies seeks a talented copywriter
with strong list knowledge and extensive para-
church connections. Must have a Colossians 3:23
commitment to excellence and be someone who
enjoys working with others. Responsibilities include
developing and writing for a new fund raising division
serving Christian organizations. Send résumé and
writing samples to Bruce Eberle, FRS; 1420 Spring
Hills Rd. #490, McLean, VA 22102, or bruce@
eberlel.com. No phone calls please.

MDENTIST Great opportunity to join a

Christian group practice in central Pennsylvania.

570-323-6116. Pass this on.

NANNY NEEDED
Trustworthy and caring nanny needed for girl age
seven and boy age four in Illinois. Contact e-mail:
jleemrs@yahoo.com.

PEEKSKILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
(CIF# 06069AB0) seeks a full time solo pastor for
an historic, 180 member PC (USA) church. We are
located in a small city in the beautiful Hudson Valley
Region of New York, about 1 hour north of New York
City. The position includes substantial responsibility
for worship leadership, pastoral care, support for
Christian  education, staff administration, and
coordinating mission and outreach. Skill in preaching
and a commitment to compassionate pastoral
care are essential. See http://peekskillpresby.org/
Documentation/CIEpdf and www.peckskillpresby.
org. PIFs may be forwarded to: beeasy411@optonline.
net.
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[Employment Opportunities]

PUBLISHING EXECUTIVE
Christianity Today International (CTI) is looking
for a publishing executive proficient in new media
marketing and product development. Must have the
ability to: identify new opportunities based upon
missional fit and long-term financial health and
strength; effectively market brands targeted at pastors
and church leaders (e.g., Leadership Journal and Out of
Ur) and build product name recognition; strategically
manage and inspire product and publication staffs; and
clearly communicate and in all things work toward
the overall mission of CTI to engage the evangelical
church with “Christian content that changes the
people who change the world.” To apply please go to
http://ctclassifieds.stores.yahoo.net/chtoin.html  and
download application and mail to: 465 Gundersen
Dr.; Carol Stream, IL 60188; or fax it to 630-260-
9011.

SHELTER COVE COMMUNITY CHURCH
1600-plus
denominational church in the Central Valley of
California is seeking a lead worship pastor. This person

A growing contemporary  non-

will be a catalyst for worship that will provide an
atmosphere for both corporate and personal worship,
is passionate, pursues excellence, is culturally relevant,
and bridges the generation gaps for a multigenerational
audience. Pastors with a shepherd’s heart, seasoned
with platform presence, and skilled with a pleasing
vocal ability. All interested candidates are to submit
their résumé, along with a CD/DVD sample in a
natural environment setting. E-mail your submissions
to dbarnes@inthecove.com or mail directly to: SCCC;
PO Box 576217; Modesto, CA 95357.

TRINITY EVANGELICAL DIVINITY SCHOOL
FACULTY OPENING:

PROFESSOR OF EDUCATIONAL MINISTRIES
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Deerfield, Illinois,
is seeking a faculty member for a tenure track position
in Educational Ministries. The candidate must hold a
Ph.D. or equivalent, be competent theologically, and
be able to sign the Trinity Statement of Faith (found
at  http://www.tiu.edu/divinity/connect/whoarewe/
statementoffaith). The ideal candidate will have the
ability to teach at both the master’s and doctoral levels;
be able to supervise Ph.D. dissertations; have growing
competence in qualitative research; have global
perspective and be willing to teach internationally; and
have teaching capacities in areas of higher education.
Faculty rank and salary will be commensurate with
previous experience. Interested candidates should
send a letter of inquiry with a curriculum vitae to:
Perry G. Downs, Ph.D., professor of educational
ministries for doctoral education; 2065 Half Day
Road; Deerfield, IL  60015. pdowns@tiu.edu. 847-
317-8048. All contacts will remain confidential.

December 2010

[Employment Opportunities]

GENEVA CAMP AND RETREAT CENTER,
located near Holland, Michigan, is seeking candidates
for its executive director position. The ideal candidate
will be a devoted follower of Jesus Christ; have
experience in organizational leadership; possess
excellent communication skills; and be passionate
about the value of camping and retreat ministry.
A job description is available at www.campgeneva
.org. To apply, please submit a letter of interest and
a résumé with references by December 15, 2010, to:
Dr. Bill Boersma, chair at billb@christmemorial.org.
Attention: Geneva Search Committee.

PENNEY RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
the premier Christian continuing care retirement
community, has served ministers and missionaries for
more than 84 years. Call 800-638-3138 or visit www
.penneyretirementcommunity.org.

HOUSEPARENTS

Shelter Care, an organization with a rich history
of over 30 years of helping troubled young people
and families, has openings for mature couples. The
program, located in Akron, Ohio, uses a family
model with many supportive helps. Each couple is
responsible for four children. Position is full-time and
includes salary and an excellent benefits package. If
interested, send résumé to 32 South Ave.: Tallmadge,
OH 44278; phone: 330-630-5600; fax: 330-630-
5810.

SEMINARY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Nashotah House Theological Seminary, Nashotah,
Wisconsin, is seeking a development director to
secure this historic seminary’s future and cultivate its
great potential for growth. A successful candidate will
be able to develop and execute strategies for engaging
alumni and faithful donors as well as cultivating new
constituencies for support. Candidates will also be
able to work collaboratively with our dean and other
senior administrators, as well as with our trustees,
foundation directors, donors, and other members
of our community. Collegiality, creativity, excellent
communication skills, and attention to detail are
requisites for this full-time, permanent position.
Submit cover letter and resume to Fr. Bill Easterling,
Associate Dean of Administration, at beasterling@
nashotah.edu.

[Books, Tapes & Films]

JESUS IS COMING by V. Lawrence. Order at
877-421-7323 or www.BarnesandNoble.com.

WWW.WIPFANDSTOCK.COM
Your source for great Christian books!




[Books, Tapes & Films]

EVOLUTION NEEDS AN ADJECTIVE
An unplanned evolution is impotent. Free e-book by
E P Nelson, M.D. www.evolutionneedsanadjective

.com.

FREE CHRISTIAN PLAYS BY E-MAIL

stumacmillan@aol.com for catalog.

WHAT WILL WE DO IN HEAVEN
And Other Interesting Things Abour The End Times.

www.amazon.com. See reviews there.

THE DEEPER CHRISTIAN LIFE
AND HOUSE CHURCH MOVEMENT
Books and tapes. Free catalog: 800-228-2665; www

.seedsowers.com.

HAVE YOU SEEN THE WORD?
Sweet Jesus is the movie that answers the question,
“What would Jesus do?” Deluxe DVD/CD set at

www.gweniviere.com/sweet-jesus.html.

BLASPHEMY, MURDER
and the Lord dont mix when religion and reason

collide in court. Buy book at www.GodonTrial.ws.

R. WATCHMAN
End times book you must read to believe! Like
a Thief 4. Limited edition available at Amazon.

www.newrevonline.com.

[Travell

MGOLDEN RULE TRAVEL is a Christian
agency specializing in wholesale and bulk rate
airline tickets for church and missionary travel. We
try extra hard to save you money! Call 800-950-3599

(FLYY) or go to www.goldenruletravel.com.

BOUND FOR BOSTON?
Stay at the historic Christian Conference Center.
The Walker Center, ideal for group accommodations
or bed and breakfast. Easy commute to downtown/
airport. Phone: 617-969-3919; e-mail: Reservations@

walkerctr.org; www.walkerctr.org.

LONDON, U.K.
Highbury Centre Quiet

location on private road, close to bus and train/tube

Christian  guesthouse.

station. Reductions for missionaries and full-time

ministers. www.thehighburycentre.org.

[Travell

IZI PILGRIM TOURS: Exceptional Bible Land
Tours to Israel, Egypt Steps of Moses & Joseph,
Nile Cruises & Exodus, Jordan, Greece Steps of Paul,
Italy, Germany Faith of Our Fathers, Churches of
Revelation. 800-322-0788. www.pilgrimtours.com.

[Services]

CALLED TO PREACH?
www.IndependentBaptistAlliance.com; 352-621-
4981. We can help with ordination and other topics.

FREE
Grant newsletter for ministries. Here-4-You Christian
Grant Consulting. www.ChristianFundingDirectory
.com; toll-free: 866-HERE-4-U-1.

PERMANENT BURIAL OF ASHES
including DNA option. www.heritagecapsule.com;
206-414-4137.

Christian kids on drugs?

Ahusing alcohol? Visit us.
www.notalone.org

[Education]

MLEARN SPANISH! Or any of 20 other
languages. Conversational study courses with
Christian emphasis. www.languagesforchrist.org.

EARN DEGREE OFF CAMPUS
(Associate’s to Ph.D.) Christian Bible College; PO.
Box 8968; Rocky Mt., NC 27804; 252-451-1031;

www.christianbiblecollege.org.

DEGREES THROUGH
CORRESPONDENCE
Associate’s  through Ph.D. credit for life
experience. Low tuition. Accredited schools. For
a free catalog: www.lbcs.org; 352-621-4991; or
write Liberty Bible College & Seminary; 5480 S.
Suncoast Blvd.; Homosassa, FL 34446.

PREPARE TO PASTOR

your own church. www.seminary.ws.

REGUS UNIVERSITY
M.B.A., D.B.A,, ].D., M.Div., D.Min., and PPsy.D.

degrees available. www.RegusU.org.

EARN SEMINARY DEGREES AT HOME
360-802-
CES@

Columbia
6437;

ColumbiaSeminary.edu.

Seminary;

Evangelical

www.ColumbiaSeminary.edu;

December 2010

[Business Opportunities]

MOMS HELPING MOMS
work from home! Computer required; www
.mykidscount.com or 281-252-8133.

OPEN YOUR OWN READING CENTER
Operate from home. It’s needed, it’s rewarding. Huge
demand. Great results. Earn $40 to $120 per hour.
Not a franchise. We provide complete training and

materials. www.Academic-Associates.com. 800-861-

9196.

CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR CHRISTIANS
who want to earn a reliable income from home. Please

request information from www.FamiliesinFaith.com.

[Ministry Opportunitiesl

MISSIONARIES
If you are considering changing mission boards, or
looking to affiliate with a non-denominational, faith-
based, evangelical mission-sending agency, consider
serving with Ripe for Harvest. Contact Dr. Tim
Smith, 480-373-9387; Tim@ripeforharvest.org, or

visit us at www.ripeforharvest.org.

BECOME A CHAPLAIN
Providing ministry, blessing and services to people in

need. www.chaplainsinservice.com.

CHANGE IRAQ
one child at a time. Serve at Christian schools in Iraq.

WWW.CSmCdCS.OI‘g.

BE A MISSION NANNY
Volunteer women needed to serve overseas with
missionary families as domestic/childcare help. www

MissionNannys.org.

[Financial Servicesl

CHRISTIANITY TODAY INTERNATIONAL

Marketplace
Classified Advertising
FREE Online Listing with Every Print Ad!

For details contact: PEGGY GOMEZ

Phone: 630-260-6202 x4239
Email: Marketplace@ChristianityToday.com
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WHO,S NEXT PEOPLE YOU SHOULD KNOW

question

L AlISWED

What are your biggest challenges
teaching students?
They are incredibly intelligent, but
many have poor preparation in writing,
particularly syntax, style, and structure.
Some blame this on texting and the
Internet; I believe the primary problem
is that many haven’t read and absorbed a
lot of great literature for its text, not just its
meaning. Many have been taught to view
literature as a riddle to be solved, not an
art form to be appreciated and emulated.
Even those who read a lot [maintain] a
false dichotomy between what they read
and how they write, as if the two weren’t
related. In my classes, we read and discuss
good literature, trying to figure out what
makes it work. My favorite part of my
work is helping shape these future leaders
into people who don’t stop thinking and
reading when they walk out my door.

BRAD GUICE

Every Square Inch

Alissa Wilkinson seeks the redemption of all creation. | Totakeseriouslytheideathat God'sreign
extends into our daily work and play, and to

grapple with how that affects institutions

What is Comment’s mission?

lissa Wilkinson jokes that one of her hobbies is “overcommitting myself.” She’s like cities, economic orders, the arts, and
not kidding. Her job, as a writing teacher and student adviser at The King’s marriage. In our articles, we hope to
College, in New York City, consumes at least 40 hours a week. Another 5 to 10 convince our readers to apply the same
hours are spent editing Comment, a Christian thought journal, and another 8 are concept to their own lives. Working with
spent writing. Add another hour or two per day reading, plus time with husband [former editor] Gideon Strauss has taught
Tom (a location scout for filmmakers shooting in New York), and her slate is clearly full. me how to wholeheartedly grapple with
Through those outlets, Wilkinson is leaving her mark. King’s grads typically go on to what it means to love justice and mercy.
“transform society,” says new president Dinesh D’Souza, by shaping and leading “strategic T've especially been thinking about
public and private institutions.” And Comment—until recently helmed by Gideon Strauss, how millennials’ practices in faith and in
president of the Center for Public Justice— everyday life affect the way they think.
© Hometown Albany, New York influences those influencers with essayson | And I’'m trying to grasp how better to
© Church The Village Church (Pca), the intersection of faith and work, public interact with and create art.
Greenwich Village . .. C e .
. policy, civic duty, social justice, the arts, and
© Family Tom (husband) e . . . .. .
©Readi Charles Tavior's A Secul. more. Wilkinson occasionally writes articles What should Christian artists be about?
eading now Charles Taylor's A Secular . . . , .
Age: Jonathan Franzen’s Freedom; David for Comme‘ntbutrr%ostlye'dlts 'Fhose fromits As .I 'argue'd in my master’s thesis,
Bentley Hart’s The Beauty of the Infinite many contributors, including Richard Mouw, Christian artists ought to be less fixated on
©0n your iPod Over the Rhine, The Charles Colson, James Davison Hunter, “message” and instead steep themselves
Beatles, This American Life, Mars Hill David Batstone, and Stanley Hauerwas. in artistic training, good theology, great
Audio Journal 1 L. . . .
. . e Wilkinson says her worldview is rooted literature, and a supportive community—
o Favor!te m.:‘I"e stranger ,T anhFlct.lon in Abraham Kuyper’s notion that “every and trust the Holy Spirit to handle the
g:av:;tel_mt - vetrs: . TIImOt 3’ 2'1:1;15 square inch of this world is Christ’s, and communication. And Christians who view
obbies/interests Travel, moderately . . . .
e o i o g our r'ole is to seek the redemption of all art ought to recognize that even if they
creation.” e don’t agree with “the message” of a work,

they can still enjoy the art itself.
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Scripture comes alive when you understand its historical and cultural context. With

over 500 full-color archaeologically-based photographs, culturally-themed articles, study
notes, indexed maps, and more, the Archacological Study Bible offers a deeper, more
meaningful understanding of the Bible. Find the Archaeological Study Bible wherever
books are sold. Learn more at www.archaeologicalstudybible.com.

L}
! ZONDERVAN BIBLES

Inspiration at every turn.



“I wanted a multi-

denominational school...

but I also wanted it to be
solidly biblical.”

Brooke Easton, M.Div., ‘12

“I wanted to go to a multi-denominational school,” says sec-
orclai-Camnall ond-year M.Div. student Brooke Easton. “Working at Teen
Challenge in New York, with people from so many other
churches, made me realize that I didn’t know much about
other denominations. So I wanted that experience at semi-
nary, but I also wanted it to be solidly biblical.”

has campuses in

South Hamilton and
Boston, MA, Charlotte, NC
and Jacksonville, FL

Brooke applied to Gordon-Conwell on the recommendation
of her pastor, and found the biblical, multi-denominational
school she was looking for.

“It’s been amazing to hear my professors and peers talk-
ing about theology and the churches where we are involved.
Through my coursework, I am able to know why I believe
the specifics of what I believe, but also understand why other
denominations and churches believe differently.

nearly 50 countries from

Gianne) e vk “TI've also been blown away by the pastoral heart that profes-
sors have. They want us to learn and have an academically rig-
orous program, but at the same time, the purpose is ultimately
for the kingdom of God and for ministry to the local church.

Students represent

more than 90

“Ive actually cried in classes because I was so moved by
what the professor was saying and how it applied to my life
and ministry.”

Students at Gordon-

Find out more about Gordon-Conwell
Conwell are able to access

by calling 1.800.428.7329 or visit us at
www.gordonconwell.edu

libraries and classes at

other theological schools in

Boston, including Harvard

Theological Seminary

SOUTH HAMILTON | CHARLOTTE | BOSTON | JACKSONVILLE

Divinity School, Boston
College, Boston University

and Saint John's Seminary.

THINK Theologically | ENGAGE Globally | LIVE Biblically
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